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The ſame ſubject continued from the 
year one thouſand fix hundred eighty 


OUR lordſhip will find, that 
the objects propoſed by the al- 
liance of one thouſand ſix hun- 
dred eighty nine between the em- 
peror and the ſtates, to which England 
acceded, and which was the foundation 
of the whole confederacy. then formed, 
were no leſs than to reſtore all things to 
the terms of the Weſtphalian and Pyre- 
nean treaties, by the war; and to preſerve 
them in that ſtate after the war, by a de- 
fenſive alliance and guaranty of the ſame 
confederate powers againſt France. The 
particular as well as general meaning of 

Vol. II. 3 tis 
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this engagement was plain enough: and 
if it had not been ſo, the ſenſe of it would 


Have been ſufficiently determined, by that 


ſeparate article, in which England and 
Holland obliged themſelves to aſſiſt the 


alone regarded, and her pretenſions ſeem- 


© houſe of Auftria, in taking and keep- 
© ing poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh monarchy, 
© whenever the caſe ſhould happen of the 
© death of CHARLEs the ſecond, without 
< lawful heirs.“ This engagement was 


double, and thereby relative to the whole 


political ſyſtem of Europe, alike affected 
by the power and pretenſions of France. 


Hitherto the power of France had been 


ed to have been forgot: or to what pur- 


— 


poſe ſhould they have been remembered, 
whilſt Europe was fo unhappily conſtitut- 


0d that the ſtates at whoſe expence ſhe in- 


creaſed her power, and their friends and 
4 thought that they did enough upon 
every occaſion if they made ſome tolera- 
ble compoſition with her? They who 
were not in circumſtances to refuſe con. 
| firming preſent, were little likely to take 
effectual meaſures againſt future, uſurpa- 
tions. But.now as the alarm was greater. 
than ever, by the outrages that France. 
had committed, and the intrigues ſhe had 
carried on ; by the little regard ſhe had 


ſhewn, 


. ; / 
4 
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ſhewn to public faith, and by the airs of 
authority the had aſſumed twenty years to- 
gether : ſo was the ſpirit againſt. her raiſ- 
ed to- an higher pitch, and the means of 
reducing her power, or at leaſt of check- 
ing it, were increaſed, . The ae and 


ſtates who had neglected or favoured the 
growth of this power, which all of them 
had done in their turns, ſaw their error; 
ſaw the neceſſity of repairing it, and ſaw 


that unleſs they could check the power of 
France, by uniting a power ſuperior to 


hers, it would - be impoſſible to hinder her 
from ſucceeding in her great deſigns on 


the Spaniſh ſucceſſion. The court of Eng- 


land had ſubmitted not many years be- 
fore to abet her uſurpations, and the 57 6 


of England had ſtooped to be her penſi- 


oner. But the crime was not national. 
On the contrary, the nation had cried out 
loudly againſt it, even whilſt it was com- 


mitting: and as ſoon as ever the abdica- 


tion of king JAuxs, and the elevation of 


the prince of Or ance to the throne of 
England happened, the nation engaged 


with all imaginable zeal in the common 
cauſe of Europe, to reduce the exorbi- 


tant power of France, to prevent her fu- 


ture and to revenge her paſt attempts; 
for even a ſpirit of revenge prevailed, and 
— mo 


B 2 


$ 


: 


at Nimeghen before. All theſe conceſſi- 
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1 the war was a war of anger as well as of 


intereſt. 
'" UnnayPILY this zeal was neither well 


conducted, nor well ſeconded. It was 
zeal without ſucceſs, in the firſt of the 
two wars that followed the year one thou- 
ſand fix hundred eighty eight; and zeal 


without knowledge, in both of them, 
I enter into no detail concerning the events 


of theſe two wars. This only I obſerve 
on the firſt of them, that the treaties of 
Ryſwic were far from anſwering the ends 
propoſed and the engagements taken by 


the firſt grand alliance. The power of 


France, with reſpect to extent of domini- | 
ons and ſtrength of barrier, was not re- 


duced to the terms of the Pyrenean treaty, 


no not to thoſe of the treaty. of Nimegh- 


en. Lorrain was reſtored indeed with 


very conſiderable reſerves, and the places 
taken or uſurped on the other ſide of the 


Rhine: but then Straſbourg was yielded 
up abſolutely to France by the emperor, 
and by the empire. The conceſſions to 
Spain were great, but ſo were the con- 


queſts and the encroachments made upon 
her by France, ſince the treaty of Ni- 
meghen : and ſhe got little at Ryſwic, I 


believe nothing more than ſhe had ſaved 


ons 
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ons however, as well as the acknowledge - 
ment of king WILLI AM; and others made 

by LEwIs the fourteenth after he had ta- 
ken Ath and Barcelona, even during the 
courſe of the negotiations, compared with: 
the loſſes and repeated defeats of the al- 
lies and the ill ſtate of the confederacy, 
ſurprized the generality of mankind, Who 
had not been accuſtomed to ſo much mo- 
deration and generoſity on the part of this 
prince. But the pretenſions of the houſe 
of Bourbon, on the Spaniſh ſucceſſion, re- 
mained the ſame. Nothing had been done 
to weaken them; nothing was prepared to. 
oppoſe them : and the opening of this ſuc- 
ceſſion was viſibly at hand; for CHARLES 
the ſecond had been in immediate dan- 
ger of dying about this time. His death 
could not be a remote event: and all the 
good queen's endeavours to be got with 
child had proved ineffectual. The league. 
diſſolved, all the forces of the confede- 
rates diſperſed, and many diſbanded; 
France continuing armed, her forges by 
ſea and land increaſed and held in readi- 
neſs to act on all ſides, it was plain that 
the confederates had failed in the firſt ob- 
ject of the grand alliance, that of redu- 
cing the power of Frace; by ſucceeding; 
in. which alone they could have been able 
5 A3 to 
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to keep the ſecond engagement, that of 


ſecuring the ſucceſſion of Spain to the houſe 


Of Auſtria. 


ArrR this peace what remained to be 
done? In the whole nature of things there 
remained but three. To abandon all care 


of the Spaniſh ſucceſſion was one; to 
compound with France upon this ſucceſ— 
Hon was another; and to prepare, like 
her, during the interval of peace to make 
an advantageous war whenever CHARLES 
the ſecond ſhould die, was a third. Now 

the firſt of theſe was to leave Spain, and 
in leaving Spain, to leave all Europe in 
ſome fort at the mercy of France: ſince 
whatever diſpoſition the Spaniards ſhould 
make of their crown, they were quite un- 
able to ſupport it againſt France: fince 


the emperor could do little without his 


tender, could do ſtill leſs, and might find, 


veral reflections neceſſary to be made. 


Wx might have counter-worked, no 
doubt, in their own methods of pane, 
% OR ("OR the 


allies; and ſince Bavaria, the third pre- 


in ſuch a caſe, his account perhaps better 
in treating with the houſe of Bourbon than 
with that of Auſtria. More needs not be 
ſaid on this head; but on the other two, 
which I ſhall conſider together, ſeveral 
facts are proper to be mentioned, and ſe- 
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the councils of France, who made peace 
to diſſolve the confederacy, and great con- 
ceſſions, with very ſuſpicious generoſity, to 
gain the Spaniards: we might have waited 
like them, that is in arms, the death of 
CHARLES the ſecond, and have fortified 
in the mean time the diſpoſitions of the 
king, the court and people of Spain, a- 
gainſt the pretenſions of France: we might 
have made the peace, which was made 
ſome time after that, between the empe- 

ror and the Turks, and have obliged the 


former at any rate to have ſecured the _ 


peace of Hungary, and to have prepared, 
by theſe and other expedients, for the war 
that would inevitably bak out on the 
death of the king of Spain. | 
Bur all fuch meaſures were e 
impracticable, by the emperor chiefly. 
Experience had ſhewn, that the powers 
who engaged in alliance with him muſt. 
expect to take the whole burden of his 
cauſe upon themſelves; and that Hun- 
gary would maintain a perpetual diverſion 
in favour of France, ſince he could not 
reſolve to lighten the tyrannical yoke he 
had eſtabliſned in that country and in 
Trranſilvania, nor his miniſters to part with 
the immenſe confiſcations they had appro- 
priates: to themſelyes. Paſt Experience 


eb 1 ſhewed 
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ſhewed' this: and the experience that fol- 
lowed confirmed it very fatally. But fur- 
ther; there was not only little aſſiſtance to 


be expected from him by thoſe who ſhould 


engage in his quarrel :/ he did them hurt 


of another kind, and deprived them of 
many advantages by falſe meaſures of po- 


licy and unſkilful negotiations. Whilſt 


the death of CHARLES the ſecond was ex- 


pected almoſt daily, the. court of Vienna 
ſeemed to have forgot the court of Ma- 
drid, and all the pretenſions on that crown. 


When the count d'HARRACH was ſent 
thither, the imperial councils did ſome- 
thing worſe. The king of * was rea- 


dy to declare the archduke CHARLES his 


ſucceſſor; he was defirous to have this 


young prince ſent into Spain: the bent of 
the people was in favour of Auſtria, or it 


haad been fo, and might have been eaſily 


turned the ſame way again. At court no 
cabal was yet formed in favour of Bour- 
bon, and a very weak intrigue was on foot 
in favour of the electoral prince of Bava- 


ria. Not only CuARLES might have been 


on the ſpot ready to reap the ſucceſſion, 


but a German army might have been there 


to defend it; for the court of Madrid in- 
ſiſted on having twelve thouſand of theſe 


troops, and rather than not have them of- 


fered 


r 
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fered to contribute to the payment of them 
privately: becauſe it would have been too 
impopular among the Spaniards, and too 

rejudicial to the Auſtrian intereſt, to have 
bad it known that the emperor declined 
the payment of a body of his own troops 
that were demanded to ſecure that monar- 
chy to his ſon. Theſe propoſals were half 
refuſed, and half evaded : and in return 
to the offer of the crown of Spain to the 
arch-duke, the imperial councils aſked the- 
government of Milan for him. They 
thought it a point of deep policy to ſe- 
cure the Italian provinces, and to leave to 


England and Holland the care of the Low 


Countries, of Spain, and the Indies. 5 
declining theſe propoſals the houſe of Auſ- 
tria renounced in ſome ſort the whole ſuc- 
ceſſion : at leaſt ſhe gave England and 
Holland reaſons, whatever engagements. 
theſe powers had taken, to refuſe the har- 
der taſk of putting her into poſſeſſion by 
force ; when ſhe might, and would not 
pe to the Engliſh and Dutch and 
er other allies, the eaſter taſk of defend- 
ing her in this poſſeſſion. los 
I $a1D that the meaſures mentioned 
above were rendered impracticable by the 


emperor; chiefly, becauſe they were ren 


dered ſo likewiſe by other circumſtances 
- ET,  Þ at 
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take this up from king WILLIAu's ac- 
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at the ſame conjuncture. A principal 
one I ſhall mention, and it ſhall be drawn 
from the ſtate of our own country, and 


the diſpoſition of our people. Let us 


ceſſion to our crown. During the whole 


_ Progreſs that Lewis the fourteenth made 
towards ſuch exorbitant power, as gave 


him well grounded hopes of acquiring at 


, 


WaRD the third, however, . of the 


laſt to his family the Spaniſh monarchy, 


England had been either an idle ſpectator 
of all that paſſed on the continent, or a 


faint and uncertain ally againſt France, 


or a warm and ſure ally on her ſide, or 
a partial mediator between her and the 
powers confederated in their common de- 


fence. The revolution produced as great 
a change in our foreign conduct, as in our 


domeſtic eſtabliſnment: and our nation 


engaged with great ſpirit in the war of 


one thouſand fix hundred eighty eight, 


But then this ſpirit was raſh, preſump- 
tuous, and ignorant, ill conducted at 


home, and ill ſeconded abroad: all which 


has been touched already. We had wa- 
ged no long wars on the continent, nor 


been very deeply concerned in foreign 


confederacies, ſince the fourteenth and 


fiiteenth centuries. The hiſtory of Ep- 


firſt 
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times, but applicable to the preſent... S0 


having an emperor in his pay; and who | 


they were both the bubbles of their pre- 
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Hex xx the eighth Was bubbled on this c- 
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firſt twelve or fifteen years of HNA the 


ſixth might have taught us ſome general 
but uſeful leſſons, drawn from remote? 
might the example of Hznzy the eighth, 
who ſq cen away great ſums for the 
profit of taking a town, or the honor of 


divided afterwards by treaty the kingdom 
of France between himſelf. and CHagLtes © * 
the fifth, with ſucceſs ſo little anſwerable 
to ſuch an undertaking, that it is Hard to 
believe his Imperial and Engliſh majeſty 
were both in earneſt. If they were ſo, 


ſumption. But it ſeems. more likely that 
caſion by the great hopes t t hat. CHARLES 
held out to flatter his vanity : as he 
had been bubbled by his father in-law 
FERDINAND at the beginning of his reign, 
in the war of Nayarre. But theſe reflec- 
tions were not made, nor had we enough 
conſidered the example of EL isaBE T. 
the laſt'of our princes who had made any 
conſiderable figure abroad, and from 
whom we might have learned to act with 
vigour, but to engage with caution, and 
always to proportion our a{iſtance accord- 


58 to our Aal, and the real. neceſſi- 
ties. 
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ties of our allies. The frontiers of France 


were now ſo fortified, her commerce and 


her naval force were ſo increaſed, her ar- 


mies were grown ſo numerous, | her troops 
were ſo diſciplined, fo inured to war, and 


fo animated by a long courſe of ſucceſs- 


ful campaigns, that they who looked on 


the ſituation of Europe could not fail to 


fee how difficult the enterprize of redu- 
cing her power was became. Difficult as 


it was, we were obliged, on every account 


and by reaſons of all kinds, to engage in 


it: but then we ſhould have engaged with 
more forecaſt, and have conducted our- 
ſelves in the management of it, not with 
leſs alacrity and ſpirit, but with more or- 


der, more economy, and a better appli- 


cation of our efforts. But they who go- 


verned were glad to engage us at any rate: 
and we entered on this great ſcheme of 
action, as our nation is too apt to do, hur- 
ried on by the ruling paſſion of the day. 
J have been told by ſeveral, who were on 


the ſtage of the world at this time, that 


the generality of our people believed and 
were encouraged to believe, the war could 
not be long, if the king was vigorouſly 
ſupported: and there is a humdrum fpeech 


of a ſpeaker of the houſe of commons, I 


think, who humbly deſired his * 


9 | 
way 4 
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take this opportunity of reconquering his 
ancient dutchy of Aquitain. We were 
ſoon awaked from theſe gawdy dreams. 
In ſeven or eight years no impreſſion had 
been made on France, that was beſieged 
as it were on every ſide: and after re- 
peated defeats in the Low- Countries where 
king WILLIAM laid the principal ſtreſs of 
the war, his ſole triumph* was the retak- 
ing of Namur, that had been taken by 
the French a few years before. Unſuſ- 
tained by ſucceſs abroad, we are not to 
wonder that the ſpirit Aagged at home ; 
nor that the diſcontents of thoſe who were 
averſe to the eſtabliſhed government, unit- 
ing with the far greater number of thoſe 
who diſliked the adminiſtration, inflamed 
the general diſcontents of the nation, © 
preſſed with taxes, pillaged by vun, 
plundered at ſea, and diſappointed at land. 
As we run into extremes always, ſome 
would have continued this war at any rate, 
even at the ſame rate: but it was not poſ- 
fible they ſhould prevail in ſuch a ſituation 
of affairs, and ſuch a diſpoſition of minds. 
'Theywho- got by the war, and made im- 
menfe fortunes by the neceſſities of the pub. 
lic, were not ſo numerous nor ſo powerful, 
as they have been ſince. The monied in- 
tereſt was not yet a rival able to cope wick 


the 
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the landed intereſt, either in the nation, or 
in parliament. The great coporations 
that had been erected more to ſerve the 
turn of party, than for any real national 
uſe, aimed indeed even then at the ſtrength 
and influence. which they have ſince ac- 
quired in the legiſlature ; but they had 
not made the ſame progreſs by promoting 
national corruption, as they and the court 
have made ſince. In ſhort the other ex- 
tream prevailed. The generality of peo- 
ple grew as fond of getting out of the 
war, as they had been of entering into it: 
and thus far perhaps, conſidering how it 
bad been conducted, they were not much 
to be blamed. But this was not all; for 
when king WILL IAI had made the peace, 
our martial ſpirit became at once ſo paci- 
fic, that we ſeemed reſolved to meddſe no 
more in the affairs of the continent, at 
leaſt to imploy our arms no more in the 
_ quarrels that might ariſe there; and ac- 
cordingly we reduced our troops in Eng- 
land to ſeven thouſand men. NE 
1 rave ſometimes conſidered, in re- 
flecting on theſe paſſages, what 1 ſhould 
have done, if I had fat in parliament at 
that time; and have been forced to own 
myſelf, that [ ſhould have voted for diſ- 
banding the army then ; 3, as I voted i in the 
; 1 53 follows. 


- 
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following parliament for cenſuring the par- 
tition treaties. I am forced to own this, 
becauſe I remember how imperfect my 
notions were of the ſituation of Europe 
in that extraordinary criſis, and how much 
I ſaw the true intereſt of my own coun- 
try in an half light. But, my lord, I 
own it with ſome ſhame; becauſe in truth 
nothing could be more abſurd than the 
conduct we held. What! becauſe we 
had not reduced the power of France by 
the war, nor excluded the houſe of Bour- 
bon from the Spaniſh ſucceſſion, nor com- 
pounded with her "__ it by the peace; 
and becauſe the houſe of Auſtria had not 
helped herſelf, nor put it into our power 
to help her with more advantage and bet- 
ter proſpect of ſucceſs—were we to leave 
that whole ſucceſſion open to the invaſi- 
ons of France, and to ſuffer even the con- 
tingency to ſubſiſt, of ſeeing [thoſe mo- 
narchies united? What! becauſe it was 
become extravagant, after the trials ſo 
lately made, to think ourſelves any longer 
engaged by treaty or obliged by good 
policy to put the houſe of Auſtria in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the whole Spaniſh monarchy, 


and to defend her in this poſſeſſion by force 


of arms, were we to leave the whole at 
the mercy of France ? If we were not ta 
:: da. 


, 
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do ſo, if. we were not to do one of the 


three things that I ſaid above remained 
to be done, and if the emperor put it out 
of our power to do another of them with 
advantage; were we to put it ſtill more 


out of our power, and to wait unarmed 


for the death of the king of Spain ? In 
fine, if we had not the proſpect of diſ- 
puting with France, ſo ſucceſsfully as we 


might have had it, the Spaniſh ſucceſſion 
whenever it ſhould be open; were we not 


only to ſhew by diſarming, that we would 
not diſpute it at all, but to cenſure likewiſe 
the ſecond of the three things mentioned 
above and which king WILLIAM put in 
practiſe, the compounding with France, 


to prevent if poſſible a war, in which we 


were averſe to engage ? 


Allow. me to pulh theſe reflections a 


little further, and to obſerve to your lord- 


ſhip, that if the propoſal of ſending the 


archduke into Spain had been accepted 

in time by the imperial court, and taken 
effect and become a meaſure of the con- 
federacy, that war indeed would have 
been protracted ; but France could not 
have hindered the paſſage of this prince 
and his German forces, and our fleet would 
have been better employed in eſcorting 
them, and in covering the coaſts of Spain 
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and of the dominions of that crown both 
in Europe and in America, than it was in 
ſo many unmeaning expeditions from the 
battle of La Hogue to the end of the 
war. France indeed would have made 
her utmoſt efforts to have had ſatisfaction 
on her pretenſions, as ill founded as they 
were. She would have ended that war, 
as we begun the next, when we demand- 
ed a reaſonable ſatisfaction for the empe- 
ror: and tho' I think that the allies would 
have had, in very many reſpects, more 
advantage in defending Spain, than in at- 
tacking France ; yet, upon a ſuppoſition 
that the defence would have been as ill 
conducted as the attack was, and that by 
conſequence, whether CHARLES the ſe- 
cond had lived to the concluſion of this 
war, or had died before it, the war muſt 
have ended in ſome partition or other; 

this partition would have been made by 
the Spaniards themſelves. They had been 
forced to compound with France on her 
former pretenſions, and they muſt and they 
would have compounded on theſe, with 
an Auſtrian prince on the throne, juſt as 
they compounded, and, probably much 
better than they compounded, on the pre- 
tenſions we ſupported againſt them, when 
they had a prince of Bourbon on their 

Fry | ä 
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throne. France could not have diſtreſſed 


the Spaniards, nor have over- run their 
monarchy, if they had been united; and 
they would have been united in this caſe, 
and ſupported by the whole confederacy, 
as we diſtreſſed both France and them, 
over-run their monarchy in one hemi- 
ſphere, and might have done ſo in both, 
when they were diſunited, and ſupported 
by France alone. France would not have 
acted, in ſuch negotiations, the ridiculous 
part which the emperor acted in thoſe that 
led to the peace of Utrecht, nor have 
made her bargain worſe by neglecting to 
make it in time. But the war ending as 
it did, tho' I cannot fee how king WII- 


LIAM could avoid leaving the crown of 
Spain and that entire monarchy at the diſ- 
eretion of LR wis the fourteenth, other- 


wiſe than by compounding to prevent a 
new war, he was in no ſort prepared to 


make; yet it is undeniable, that, by con- 


ſenting to a partition of their monarchy, 


he threw the Spaniards into the arms of 


France. The firſt partition might have 


taken place, perhaps, if the electoral 


prince of Bavaria had lived, whom the 


French and Spaniards too would have ſeen 


much more willingly than the archduke 
on the throne of . For among all 
* 
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the parties into which that court was di- 
vided in one thouſand ſix hundred and 
ninety eight when this treaty was made, 
that of Auſtria was grown the weakeſt, 
by the diſguſt taken at a German qucen, 
and at the rapacity and inſolence of her fa- 
vourites. The French were looked upon 
with eſteem and kindneſs at Madrid; but 
the Germans were become, or growing to 
be, objects of contempt to the miniſters, 
and of averſion to the people. "The elec- . 
toral prince died in one- thouſand fix hun- 
dred and ninety nine. The ſtar of Auſ- 
tria, ſo fatal to all thoſe who were obſta- 
cles to the ambition of that houſe, pre- 
vailed; as the elector expreſſed himſelf in 
the firſt pangs of his grief. The ſtate of 
things changed very much by this death, 
The archduke was to have Spain and the 
Indies, according to a ſecond partition: 
and the Spaniards, who. had expreſſed great 
reſentment at the firſt, were puſhed be- 
yond their bearing by this. They ſoon 
appeared to be ſo; for the ſecond treaty 
of partition was ſigned in March one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred; and the will was 
made, to the beſt of my remembrance, 
in the October following. I ſhall not en- 

ter here into many particulars concerning 
_ theſe great events. They will be _ 
3 | faith- 
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faithfully, and I hope fully explained, in 
a work which your lordſhip may take the 
trouble very probably of peruſing ſome 
time or other, and which I ſhall rather 
leave, than give to the public. Some- 
thing however muſt be ſaid more, to con- 
tinue and wind up this ſummary of the 

latter period of modern hiſtory, 
France then ſaw her advantage, and 


improved it no doubt, tho' not in the 


manner, nor with the circumſtances, that 


ſome lying ſcribblers of memorials and a- 


necdotes have advanced. She had ſent 
one of the ableſt men of her court to that 


of Madrid, the marſhal of Harcovunr, 


and ſhe had ſtipulated in the ſecond treaty 
of partition, that -the arch-duke ſhould 
go neither into Spain nor the dutchy 


_ of Milan, during the life of Cu ARLES 


the ſecond. She was willing to have 
her option between a treaty and a 
will. By the acceptation of the will, all 
king WILLIAu's meaſures were broke. 


He was unprepared for war as much as 
when he made theſe treaties to prevent 


one; and if he meant in making them, 
what ſome wiſe, but refining men have 
ſuſpected, and what I confeſs J ſee no rea- 
ſon to believe, only to gain time by the 
difficulty of executing them, and to pre- 


par yy 
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as 


too; for France took 0 
Z whole monarchy at once, and with univer- 
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pare for making war, whenever the death 


of the king of Spain ſhould alarm man- 


kind, and rouze his own ſubjects out of 
their inactivity and neglect of foreign in- 
tereſts: if ſo, he was diſappointed in that 
poſſeſſion of the 


ſal concurrence, at leaſt without oppoſiti- 
on or difficulty, in favour of the duke of 
Ax jou. By what has been obſerved, or 
hinted rather very ſhortly, and I fear a 
little confuſedly, it is plain that reducing 
the power of France, and ſecuring the whole 
Spaniſh ſucceſſion to the houſe of Auſtria, 
were two points that king WILLIAM, at 
the head of the Britiſh and Dutch com- 
mon- wealths and of the greateſt confede- 


racy Europe had ſeen, was obliged to give 


up. All the acquiſitions that France ca- 
red to keep for the maintenance of her 
power, were confirmed to her by the 
treaty of Ryſwic; and King WILIAM al- 
lowed, indirectly at leaſt, the pretenſions 
of the houſe of Bourbon to the Spaniſh 
ſucceſſion, as Lewis the fourteenth al- 
lowed, in the ſame manner, thoſe of the 
houſe of Auſtria, by the treaties of par- 
tition, Strange Situation! in which no ex- 
pedient remained to prepare for an event 
vilibly ſo near, and of ſuch vaſt impor- . 

tance 
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tance as the death of the king of Spain, 


but a partition of his monarchy, without 
his conſent, or his knowledge! If King 


WiIILIAM had not made this partition, 


the emperor would have made one, and 


with as little regard to trade, to the bars 


rier of the ſeven provinces, or to the ge- 
neral ſyſtem of Europe, as had been ſhew- 


ed by him when he made the private treaty 
with France already mentioned, -in one 


thouſand ſix hundred ſixty eight. The 


miniſters of Vienna were not wanting to 


inſinuate, to thoſe of France, overtures of a 
ſeparate treaty, as more conducive to their 
common intereſts than the acceſſion of his 


imperial majeſty to that of. partition. But 
the councils of Verſailles judged very rea- 
fonably, that a partition made with Eng- 
land and Holland would be more effectual 
than any other, if a partition was to take 
place: and that ſuch a partition would 
be juſt as effectual as one made with the 
_ emperor, to furniſh arguments to the emiſ- 


farics of France, and motives to the Spa- 


niſh councils, if a will in favour of France 
could be obtained, I repeat it again; I 
cannot ſee what king WiLL1am could do 


in ſuch circumſtances as he found himſelf 


in after thirty years ſtruggle, except what 
he did: neither can I ſee how he could do 


what 
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# what he did, eſpecially after the reſent- 
ment expreſſed by the Spaniards, and the 
furious memorial preſented by CAN ALES 
on the concluſion of the firſt treaty - of 
partition, without -apprehending that the 
conſequence would. be a will in favour of 
France. He was in the worſt of all po- 
litical circumſtances, in that wherein no 
one good meaſure remains to be taken, 
and out of which he left the two nations, 
at the head of whom he had been ſo long, 
to fight and negotiate themſelves and their 
confederates, as well as they could. 
WHEN this will was made and accep- 
ted, LEwIS the fourteenth had ſucceeded, 
and the powers in oppoſition to him had 
failed, in all the great objects of intereſt 
and ambition, which they had kept in 
_ fight for more than forty years; that is 
from the beginning of the preſent period. 
The actors changed their parts in the tra- 


gedy that followed. The power, that 


had ſo long and ſo cruelly attacked, was 
now to defend, the Spaniſh monarchy : 
and the powers, that had ſo long defended 


it, were now to attack it. Let us ſee how 


— 


this was brought about; and that we may 


ſee it the better, and make a better judg- 


ment of all that paſſed from the death of 


CHARLES 
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formed this complicated ſtate of affairs, 


of policy, and a view of power. 


ratification of them by the Pyrenen 
treaty, and the confirmation of them 


founded on a ſuppoſition, it was indeed 
no more, and a vain one too, that theſe 
to ſtand even after his death, if the re- 


firmed them, and had left the crown, in 


CHARLES the ſecond to the peace of U- 
trecht, let us go back to the time of his 
death, and conſider the circumſtances that 


in three views; a view of right, a view 
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Tux right of ſucceeding to the crown 
of Spain would have been undoubtedly 
in the children of MARIA THERESA, 
that is in the houſe of Bourbon; if this 
right had not been barred by the ſolenmm 
renunciations ſo often mentioned. The * 
pretenſions of the houſe of Auſtria were 
founded on theſe rehunciations, on the 


by the will of Philip the fourth. The 
e e of the houſe of Bourbon were 


renunciations were in their nature null. 
On this foot the diſpute of right ſtood 
during the life of CHARLES the ſecond, 
and on the ſame it would have eee 


nunciations had remained unſhaken; if 
his will, like that of his father, had con- 


purſuance of them, to the houſe of Auſ- 
tria. But the will of CHARLES the ſecond, 
annulling 


! . 
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annulling theſe renunciations, took away 
the ſole foundation of the Auſtrian pre- 
tenſions; for, however this act might be 
obtained, it was juſt as valid as his fa- 
ther's, and was confirmed by the univer - 
ſal concurrence of the Spaniſh nation to 
the new ſettlement he made of that crown. 
Let it be, as I think it ought to be grant- 
ed, that the true heirs could not claim a- 
gainſt renunciations that were, if I may 
ſay ſo, conditions of their birth: but 
CHARTLEs the ſecond had certainly as good 
a right to change the courſe of ſucceſſion 
agreeably to the order of nature and the 
condition of. that monarchy, after his true 
| heirs were born, as Piri the fourth. 
had to. change it, contrary to this order 
and this conflitution, before they were 
born, or at any other time. He had as 
good a right in ſhort to diſpenſe with the 
Pyrenean treaty, and to ſet it aſide in this 
reſpect, as his father had to make it: ſo 
that the renunciations being annulled by 
that party to the Pyrenean treaty who had 
exacted them, they could be deemed no 
longer binding, by virtue of this treaty, 
on the party who had made them. The 
ſole queſtion that remained therefore be- 
tween theſe rival houſes, as to right, was 
Mol., II. FFF. 
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this, whether the engagements taken by 
Lew1s the fourteenth in- the partition trea- 
ties. obliged him to adhere to the terms of 
the laſt of them in all events, and to de- 
prive his family of the ſucceſſion which 
the king of Spain opened, and the Spa- 
niſh nation offered to them; rather than to 
depart from a compoſition he had made, 
on pretenſions that were diſputable then, 


but were now out of diſpute ? It may be 


ſaid, and it was ſaid, that the treaties of 
partition being abſolute, without any con- 


dition or exception relative to any diſ- 


_ Poſition the king of Spain had made or 
might make of his ſucceſſion, in favour 
of Bourbon or Auſtria ;' the diſpoſition 
made by his will, in favour of the duke 
of Ax jou, could not affect the engage- 
ments ſo lately taken by LEWIS the four- 
teenth in theſe treaties, nor diſpenſe with 
a literal obſervation of them. This might 
be true on ſtrict principles of juſtice ; but 
1 I apprehend that none of theſe powers, 
who exclaimed fo loudly againſt the per- 
fidy of France in this caſe, would have 
been more ſcrupulous in a parallel caſe. 
The maxim ſummum jus eft ſumma injuria. 


would have been quoted, and the rigid 


letter of treaties would have been ſoften- 
ed by an equitable interpretation of their 
8 . ſpirit 
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ſpirit and intention. His imperial ma- 
jeſty, above all, had not the leaſt color 
of right to exclaim againſt France on this 
occaſion ;' for in general, if his family 
was to be ſtripped of all the dominions 
they have acquired by breach of faith, and 
means much worſe than the acceptation of 
the will, even allowing all the invidious 
circumſtances imputed to the conduct of 
France to be true, the Auſtrian family + 
would ſink from their preſent grandeur to 


that low ſtate they were in two or three 


centuries ago. In particular, the empe- 
ror who had conſtantly refuſed to accede 
to the treaties of partition, or to ſubmit 
to the diſpoſitions made by them, had. not 
the leaſt plauſible" pretence to object to 
Lewis the fourteenth, that he departed 

from them. Thus 1 think the right of 
the two houſes flood on the death of 
CnARLESs the ſecond. The right of th 

Spaniards, an independent nation, to re- 
gulate their own ſucceſſion, or to receive 


the prince whom their dying monarch had 


called to it; and the right of England and 


Holland to regulate this ſucceſſion, to di- 
vide, and parcel out this monarchy. in dif- 


ferent lots, it would be equally fooliſh to 
go about to eſtabliſh. One is too evident, 
the other too abſurd, to admit of any 
* e proof. 
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proof. But enough has been ſaid con- 
cerning right, which was in truth little 
regarded by any of the parties concerned 
immediately or remotely in the whole 


courſe of theſe proceedings. Particular 
intereſts were alone regarded, and theſe 
were. purſued as ambition, fear, reſent- 


ment, and vanity directed: I mean the 


| ambition of the two houſes contending for 


ſuperiority of power; the fear of Eng- 


land and Holland leſt this ſuperiority 
Mould become too great in either; the re- 


ſentment of Spain at the diſmemberment 
of that monarchy projected by the parti- 
tion treaties; and the vanity of that nati- 


on, as well as of | the princes of the houſe 


of Bourbon: for as vanity mingled with 
reſentment to make the will, vanity had a 
great ſhare in determining the acceptation 


© LET us now conſider the ſame con- 
JunEture in a view of policy. The poli- 
cy of the Spaniſh councils was this. They 


could not brook that their monarchy ſhould 


be divided: and this /principle\is expreſ- 
Ted ſtrongly in the will of CHARLES the 
ſecond, where he exhorts his. ſubjects not 


to ſuffer any diſmemberment or diminu- 


tion of a monarchy founded by his pre- 


deceſſors with ſa much glory. Too weak 


7 IPESTET_ Con *' 


FEES? 


' 5 
1 


, * 8 LP, 7 MN me 9 . : * * 7 
1 . 2 . 4 Pg 2 
b A [ "0 mn X EIN > a , * N 3 
1 Is: ** 7 S* ab beg,” 8 e EO OS Bl 3 3 ut 8 
2 o N Vids ens; hd 40 nt hah. N 8 e 
JJ ˙ͤPu]. , . . he oe Re 
. 5 . e 2 ² r 8 _ 5 « 5 
n THIS N 8 e — * - : > 2 * & AY 7 


* 1 Y EY w_ — 7 — 
LP. = a 7 ” = 
. = as > > Co ERS 
"ff n 8 1 . WR 
eee a DT . Pe GR 
nas EC WE 2 — Se — 
r OY 
- 1 2 Ne rh '> 
4 * 5 


— 


and STATE of EURO E. 29 
to hinder this diſmemberment by their own 
ſtrength, too well appriſed of the little 
force and little views of the court of Vi- 
enna, and their old allies having engaged 
to procure this diſmemberment even by 
force of arms; nothing remained for them 


to do, upon this principle, but to detach 
France from the engagements of. the par- 


 tition treaties, by giving their whole mo- 


narchy to a prince of the houſe of Bour- 
bon. As much as may have been ſaid 


concerning the negotiations of France to 


obtain a will in her favour, and yet to 
keep in reſerve the advantages ſtipulated 


for her by the partition · treaties, if ſuch a 


will could not be obtained, and tho' I am 
perſuaded that the marſhal of HAR- 


_ COURT, who. helped to procure this will, 


made his court to LE IS the'fourteenth 


as much as the marſhal of TALLARD, 


who negotiated the: partitions; 5 yet. it is 
certain, that the acceptation of the will 
was not a meaſure definitely taken at Ver- 


2 _ failles when the king of Spain died? The 


alternative divided thoſe : councils, and 


without entering at this time into the? - 
guments urged on each fide; adherin 


the: partitions ſeerned the cauſe of Fra 1 


T the re . of the | houſe of 
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Ir has been ſaid by men of great weight _ * 
in the councils of Spain, and was ſaid at 
that time by men as little fond of the houſe 7? 
of Bourbon, or of the French nation, as 
their fathers had been; that if England Þ? 
and Holland had not formed a confedera- 
cy and begun a war, they would have 
made Philip the fifth as good a Spaniard 
as any of the preceding Philips, and net 
have endured the influence of French 
councils in the adminiſtration of their go- 
vernment: but that we threw them en- | 
tirely into the hands of France when we 
began the war, becauſe the fleets and ar- 
mies of this crown being neceſſary to their 
defence, they could not avoid. ſubmitting 
to this influence as long as the ſame ne- 
ceſſity continued; and, in fact, we have 
ſeen that the influence laſted no longer. 
But notwithſtanding this, it muſt be con- 
feſſed, that a war was unavoidable. The 
immediate ſecuring. of commerce and of 
barriers, the preventing an union of the 
two monarchies in ſome future time, and 
the preſervation of a certain degree at leaſt 
of equality in the ſcales of power, were 
points too important to England, Hol- 
| land, and the reſt of Europe, to be reſ= 
ted on the moderation of French, and the 
vigour of Spaniſh councils, under a * 


1 
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of the houſe of France. If ſatis faction to 
the houſe of Auſtria, to whoſe rights Eng- 


land and Holland ſhewed no great regard 
whilſt they were better founded than they 


were ſince the will, had been alone con- 


cerned; a drop of blood ſpilt, or five 
ſhillings ſpent in the quarrel, would have 


been too much profuſion. But this was 


properly the ſcale into which it became 
the common intereſt to throw all the weight 
that could be taken out of that of Bour- 
bon. And therefore your lordſhip will 
find, that when negotiations with d' A- 


va ux were ſet on foot in Holland to pre- 


vent a war, or rather on our part to gain 
time to prepare for it, in which view the 
Dutch and we had both acknowledged 
Philir king of Spain; the great article 


on which we inſiſted was, that reaſonable 
ſatisfaction ſhould be given the emperor, 


upon his pretenſions founded on the treaty 
of partition. We could do no otherwiſe; 
and France, who offered to make the trea- 


ty of Ryſwic the foundation of that trea- 


ty, could do no otherwiſe than refuſe to 


conſent that the treaty of partition ſhould 
be ſo, after accepting the will, and there- 
by engaging to oppoſe all partition or diſ- 


memberment of the Spaniſh monarchy. 


J ſhould mention none of the other de- 


C4 mands 
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mands of England and Holland, if I could 
neglect to point out to your lordſhip's ob? 
ſervation, that the ſame artifice was em- 
ployed at this time, to perplex the more a 
negotiation that could not ſucceed on other $ 
accounts, as we ſaw employed in the courſe 
of the war, by the Engliſh and Dutch 
miniſters, to prevent the ſucceſs of nega- 
tiations that might, and ought to have 
ſucceeded. The demand I mean is that 
of a © liberty not only to 3 the 
aſe 


terms propoſed, but to increaſe or am- 
< plify them, in the courſe of the nego 
© tiation.* I do not remember the words, E 
but this- is the ſenſe, and this was the 3 


| 3 of the confederates in both ca- 
ES, SI | 5 e | 
In the former, king WILLIAM was 
determined to begin the war by all the 
rules of good policy; ſince he could not 
obtain, nay ſince France could not grant 
in that conjuncture, nor without being for- 
ced to it by a war, what he was obliged 
by theſe very rules to demand. He in- 
tended therefore nothing by this negoti- 
ation, if it may be called ſuch, but to pre- 
ferve forms and appearances, and per- 
haps; which many have ſuſpected, to have 
time to prepare, as I hinted juſt now, both 
abroad and at home. Many things con- 
R TS | curred 
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curred to favour his preparations abroad. | 
The alarm, that had been given by the 
acceptation of the, will, was increaſed by 
3 every ſtep that France made; to ſecure the 
effect of it. Thus, for inſtance, the ſur- 
priſing and ſpizing the Durch troops, in 
the ſame night, and at the fame hour, that 
were diſperſed. in the garriſons, of the Spa: 
niſh Netherlands, was not excuſed, by the | 
neceſſity. of ſecuring, thoſe; places to. the 
obedience of PHh3L , nor: ſoftened, by the 
immediate diſmiſſion of ., thoſe; troops, 
The impreſſion it made was much the 
ſame as thoſe of the ſurprizes and ſeizures 
of France in former uſurpations. No ne 
knew then, that. the berker of the 
ga e Berat bs pela de th 
elector of Bavaria: an one ſaw 
that there remained no longer any barrier 
between France and the! ſeyen provinces, 
Ar home, the diſpoſition} of the pation 
was- abſolutely turned to a war with 
France, on the een King Jangs the 
ſecond, by, the -agknowle LEWIS 
the fourteenth made of his f ing. of 
England,. I kn). en e ſaid; in 
excuſe for this meaſure, taken, as I be- 
heve, on female import nity 3 but cer 
tainſy withgut any regard to public; faith, 
to the wait afmnowin thoſe cir- 


Hoa | cumſtances, 
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cumſtances, or to the true intereſt of the 
prince thus acknowledged, in any. It 
was ſaid, that the treaty of RY oblig- 
ing his moſt chriſtian majeſty only not to 
diſturb king Wittriam in his poſſeſſion, 


he might, without any violation of it, 


Have: acknowledged this prince as king of 
England; according to the political ca- 


ſuiſtry of the French, and the * — 


France, Who finds no fault with the 


ers that treat with the kings of Eng aha, 


althe the kings of England retain the | ti⸗ 
tle of kings of France ; as well as the ex- 
ample of Spain, who makes no complaints 
that other ſtates treat with the kings of 
France, altho' the kin ings of France retain 
the title of Navatre. But beſides! that 
the examples / are not appoſite, becauſe no 
other powers acknowledge in form the 
king of England to be king of France, 
nor the king of France to be king of Na- 


varre; with: what face could the F rench 
excuſe this meaſure? Could they excuſe it 


by urging chat they-adhere ra©the?'Rrict 
letter of one article of the treaty ef Ryſ- 
wie, againſt the plain mèaning of that 
very article, and againſt the whole tenor 
of that treaty; in the {are breath with 
which they juſtified the aeceptation af the 


will, 5 by Pretending they adheted Xo the 
ſuppoſed 
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ſuppoſed ſpirit and general intention of the 
treaties of partition, in contradiction to 


the letter, to the ſpecific engagements, and 
to the whole purport of thoſe treaties? 


This part of the conduct of Lewis the 
| fourteenth may appear juſtly the more ſur- 


priſing; becauſe in moſt other parts of 
his conduct at the ſame time, and in ſome 
to his diſadvantage, he acted cautiouſly, 
endeavoured to calm the minds of his 
neighbours, to reconcile Europe to his 

randſon's elevation, and to avoid all ſhew 
of beginning hoſtilities, 8 
_ Tro' king WILLIAM was determined 
to engage in a war with France and Spain, 
yet the ſame good policy, that determin- 
ed him to engage, determined him not to 
engage too deeply. The engagement ta- 


ken in the grand alliance of one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and one is, To procure 
an equitable and reaſonable ſatisfaction 


to his imperial majeſty for his pretenſion 

to the Spaniſh ſucceſſion ; and ſufficient 
* ſecurity to the king of England, and the 
* ftates general, for their dominions, and 
for the navigation and commerce of their 


© ſubjects, and to prevent the union of the 


* two monarchies of France and Spain.“ 
As king of England, and ſtateholder of 
Holland, he neither could, nor did en- 

| ies gage 
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face any further. It may be diſputed per- 
aps among ſpeculative politicians, we- 
ther the ballance pf power in Europe 
would have been better preſerved by that 
ſcheme of partition, which the treaties, 
and particularly the laſt of them propo 7 
fed, or by that which the grand alliance 
propoſed to be the object of the war? ! 
think there is little room for ſuch a difo 
pute, as I ſhall have occaſion to ſay here: 
after more expreſly. In this place I ſhall * 
only ſay, that the object of this war, which * 
king WILLIAM meditated, and queen 
AxxN waged, was a partition, by which a 
prince of the houſe of Bourbon, already 
acknowledged by us and the Dutch as 
king of Spain, was to be left on the throne 2 
of that diſmembered monarchy The 
wiſdom of thoſe councils ſaw that the 
peace of Europe might be reſtored and 
fecured on this foot, and that the liberties 
of Europe would be in no danger. 
Tux ſcales of the balance of power 
will never be exactly poized, nor in the 
preciſe point of equality either difcefnible 
or neceſſary to be diſcerned. It is ſuffi- 
cient in this, as in other human affairs, 
that the deviation be not too great. Some 
there will always be. A conſtant atten- 
tion to theſe deviations is therefore neceſ- 
3 fary; 


of them. 


ſary. When they are little, their increaſe 
may be eaſily prevented by early care and 
the precautions that good policy ſuggeſts. 
But when they become great for want of 
this care and theſe precautions, or by the 
force of unforeſeen events, more vigour is 
to be exerted, and greater efforts to be 
made. But even in ſuch caſes, much re- 
flection is neceſſary on all the circumſtan- 
ces that form the conjuncture; leſt, by 
attacking with ill ſucceſs, the deviation be 
confirmed, and the power that is deemed 
already exorbitant become more ſo: and 
left by attacking with good ſucceſs, whilſt 


one ſcale is pillaged, too much weight of 
power be thrown into the other. In ſuch 


caſes, he who has confidered, in the hiſto» 
ries of former ages, the ſtrange revoluti- 
ons that time produces, and the perpetual 
flux and reflux of public as well as private 
fortunes, of kingdoms and ſtates as well 


as of thoſe who govern or are governed in 


them, will incline to think, that if the 

fcales can be brought back by a war, near- 
ly, tho' not exactly, to the point they 
were at before this great deviation from 
it, the reſt may be left to accidents, and 
to the uſe that good policy is able to make 


WIEN 


* 
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WIEN CHARLES the fifth was at the 


height of his power, and in the zenith 
of his glory, when a king of France 
and a pope were at once his priſoners; 
it muſt be allowed, that his ſituation and 


that of his neighbours compared, they 


had as much at leaſt to fear from him 
and from the houfe of Auſtria, as the 
neighbours of LEWIS the fourteenth 


had to fear from him and from the 


houſe of Bourbon, when after all his 
other ſucceſs, one of his grand- children 
was placed on the Spaniſh Throne. And 
| yet among all the conditions of the ſeveral 
leagues againſt CHARLESs the fifth, I do 
not remember that it was ever ſtipulated, 
that no peace ſhould be made with him 
as long as he continued to be emperor 
and king of Spain; nor as long as 
any Auſtrian prince continued capable 
© of uniting on his head the Imperial and 
« Spaniſh crowns. | 


Ix your lordſhip makes the applicati- 
on, you will find that the difference of 
| ſome circumſtances does not hinder this 
example from being very appolite, and 
ſtrong to the preſent purpoſe. CHARLES 
the fifth was emperor and king of 1 3 

NT Er EM bat. 
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bdut neither was LEWIS the fourteenth 
king of Spain, nor PHIL I the fifth k ing 


of France. That had happened in one 
inſtance, which it was apprehended might 
happen in the other. It had happened, 
and it was reaſonably to be apprehended 
that it might happen again, and that the 
Imperial and Spaniſh crowns might con- 
tinue, not only in the ſame family, but on 
the ſame heads; for meaſures were taken 
to ſecure the ſucceſſion of both, to Pu i- 
LIP the ſon of CHARLES. We do not 
find however that any confederacy was 
formed, any engagements taken, nor any 
war made to remove or prevent this great 
evil. The princes and ſtates of Europe 
contented themſelves to oppoſe the deſigns 
of CARL Es the fifth, and to check the 
growth of his power occaſionally, and as 
intereſt invited, or neceſſity forced them 
to do; not conſtantly. They did perhaps 
too little againſt him, and ſometimes too 
much for him: but if they did too little 
of one kind, time and accident did the 


reſt. Diſtinct dominions, and different 


pretenſions, created contrary intereſts in 
the houſe of Auſtria: and on the abdica- 


tion of CHARLES the fifth, his brother 


ſucceeded, not his ſon, to the empire. 


The houſe of Auſtria divided into a Ger- 


man 
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man and a Spaniſn branch: and if the two 
branches came to have a mutual influence 
on one another and frequently a common 
intereſt, it was not till one of them had 
fallen from grandeur, and till the other 
was rather aiming at it, than in poſſeſ- 
ſion of it. In ſhort, PHIL IP was ex- 
cluded from the imperial throne by ſo na- 
tural a progreſſion of cauſes and effects, 
ariſing not only in Germany but in his 
_ own family, that if a treaty. had been 
made to exclude him from it in favour of 
FERDINAND, ſuch a treaty might have 
b _ ſaid very probably to have executed 
_ 1tſelf. V 5 


Tux precaution I have mentioned, and 
that was neglected in this caſe without any 
detriment to the common cauſe of Eu- 
rope, was not neglected in the grand al- 
liance of one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
one. For in that, one of the ends pro- 
poſed by the war is, to obtain an effectual 
ſecurity againſt the contingent union of 
the crowns of France and Spain. The 
will of ChARLES the ſecond. provides 
_ againſt the ſame contingency :/ and this 
great principle, of preventing too much 
dominion and power from falling to the 
lot of either of the families of Bourbon or 
| on Auſtria, 
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J Auſtria ſeemed to be agreed on all ſides ; 
# fince i in the partition-treaty the ſame pre- 
7 caution was taken againſt an union of the 
Timpen and Spaniſh crowns. King 
7 WilLiaM was enough piqued againſt 
France. His ancient prejudices were By 
dong and well founded. He had been 
3 worſted in war, over- reached in nego- 
tiation, and perſonally affronted by her. 
England and Holland were ſufficiently 
= alarmed and animated, and a party was 
not wanting, even in our iſland, ready to 
approve any engagements he would have 
taken againſt France and Spain, and in 
flavour of the houſe of Auſtria ; tho* we 
were leſs concerned, by any national 
> intereſt, than any other power that took 
part in the war, either then, or after- 
wards, But this prince was far from 
taking a part beyond that which the 
3 r ee intereſts of England and Hol- 
land, and the general intereſt of Europe, 
> neceſſarily required. Pique muſt have 
no more a place than affection, in de- 
> liberations of this kind. To have en- 
gaged to dethrone Pa1iL1P, out of reſent - 
ment to LEWIS the fourteenth, would 
> have been a refolution worthy of 
3 CHaRLEs the twelfth, king of Sweden, 
who ſacrificed his country, bis people, 
and 
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and himſelf at laſt, to his revenge. TOO 


have engaged to conquer the Spaniſh mo- 


narchy for the houſe of Auſtria, or to go, 
in favour of that family, one ſtep beyond 
_ thoſe that were neceſſary to keep this 


houſe on a foot of rivalry with the other, 
would have been as I have hinted, to act 
the part of a vaſſal, not of an ally. The 
former pawns his ſtate, and ruins his ſub- 
jects, for the intereſt of his ſuperior lord, 
perhaps for his lord's humor, or his paſ- 
ſion : the latter goes no further than his 
own intereſts carry him; nor makes war 


for thoſe of another, nor even for his 


own, if they are remote, and contingent, 
as if he fought pro aris & focis, for his 
religion, his liberty, and his property. 
| Agreeably to theſe principles of good po- 
licy, we entered into the war that began 
on the death of CHARLES the ſecond : 


but we ſoon departed from them, as 1 


| ſhall have occaſion to obſerve in conſider- 
ing the ſtate of things, at this remark- 
able conjuncture, in a view of ſtrength. 


Luer me recal here what I have ſaid 
ſomewhere elſe. They who are in the 
ſinking ſcale of the balance of power do 
not eaſily, nor ſoon, come off from the 
habitual prejudices of ſuperiority _ 
T7, their 
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their neighbours, nor from the confidence 


that ſuch prejudices inſpire. From the 

year one thoutand fix hundred and ſixty 
ſeven, to the end of that century, France 
had been conſtantly in arms, and her arms 
had been ſucceſsful. She had ſuſtained a 
war, without any confederates, againſt the 
principal powers of Europe confederated 
Z againſt her, and had finiſhed it with ad- 
vantage on every ſide, juſt before the 
death of the king of Spain. She conti- 
nued armed after the peace, by ſea and 
land. She increaſed her forces, whilſt 
other nations reduced theirs; and was 
ready to defend, or to invade her neigh- 
bours whilſt, their confederacy being diſ- 
ſolved, they were in no condition to in- 
vade her, and in a bad one to defend 
themſelves. Spain and France had now 
one common cauſe. The electors of Ba- 
varia and Cologne ſupported it in Germa- 
ny: the duke of Savoy was an ally, the 
duke of Mantua a . vaſſal of the two 
crowns in Italy. In a word, appearances 
were formidable on that ſide; and if a 
diſtruſt of ſtrength, on the ſide of the 
confederacy, had induced England and 
Holland to compound with France for a 
partition of the Spaniſn ſucceſſion; there 
ſee med to be ſtill greater reaſon for this 
N 8 di.iſtruſt 
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diſtruſt after the acceptation of the will, 


the peaceable and ready ſubmiſſion of the 
entire monarchy of Spain to PHILIr, 


and all the meaſures taken to ſecure 


him in this poſſeſſion. Such appear- 
ances might well impoſe. They did 
ſo on many, and on none more thag on 
the French themſelves, who engaged with 
great confidence and ſpirit in the war; 
when they found it, as they might well 
expect it would be, unavoidable; - The 
ſtrength of France however, tho! great, 
was not ſo great as the French thought 
it, nor equal to the efforts they undertook 
to make. Their engagement, to main- 
tain the Spaniſh monarchy entire under the 
dominion of Pn1Lte, exceeded their 
ſtrength. Our engagement, to procure 
ſome out-ſkirts of it tor the houſe of Au- 
ſtria, was not in the ſame diſproportion to 
our ſtrength, If I ſpeak poſitively on this 
_ occaſion, yet I cannot be accuſed of pre- 
ſumption; becauſe, how diſputable ſoever 
_ theſe points might be when they were 


points of political ſpeculation, they are 


ſuch no longer, and the judgment I make 
is dictated to me by experience. France 
threw herſelf into the ſinking ſcale, when 
ſhe accepted the will. Her ſcale conti+ 


nued to ſink during the whole courſe 5 . 
| the 
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© che war, and might have been kept by 
the peace as low as the true intereſt of 
Fe required. What I remember to 
have heard the duke of MARLBHOROUVOR 
a, before he went to take on him the 


1 | _ of the army. in the Low Coun- 


tries in one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
two, proved true. The French miſreck- - 


| 1 4 * very much, if they made the a N 
compariſon between their troops and thoſe 


8 * : 
. 208 


of their enemies, as they had made in 
7 precedent wars. Thoſe that had been 


3 | oppoſe to them, in the laſt, were raw 


for the moſt part when it began, the Bri- 


4  tiſh particularly: but they had been diſ- £ 


| ciplined, if I may ſay fo, by their de- 
feats. They were grown to be veteran at 
the peace of Ryſwic, and tho many had 
been disbanded, yet they had been diban- 
ded lately: fo that even theſe were eaſily 
formed a- new, and the ſpirit that had 
been raiſed continued in all. Supplies of 
men to recruit the armies were more 
abundant on the ſide of the confederacy, 
than on that of the two crowns: a neceſ- 
ſary conſequence of which it ſeemed to be, 
that thoſe of the former would grow bet- 
ter, and thoſe of the latter worſe, in a 
long, extenſive, and bloody war. I be- 
| leve it proved ſo; and if my memory 


does 
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does not deceive me, the French were 
forced very early to ſend recruits to their 
armies, as they ſend ſlaves to their gallies. 
A compariſon between thoſe who were to 
direct the councils, and to conduct the ar- wl 

mies on both ſides, is a taſk it would be- 
come me little to undertake. © The event 
ſhewed, that if France had had her bi 
Conde, her Tux EN NE, or her LuxzM- C 

-BURG, to oppoſe the confederates; the K 
confederates might have oppoſed to her, 0 
with equal confidence, their Eus E ff V 

Savoy, their MarLBokRouGHn, or their | 
STARENBERG. But there is one obſerva- _* f 

tion I cannot forbear to make. The alli- 

ances were concluded, the quotas were 
ſettled, and the ſeaſon for taking the field 
approached, when king WILLIAM died. 

The event could not fail to occaſion ſome 

conſternation on one ſide, and to give 

ſome hopes on the other; for notwith- 
ſtanding the ill ſucceſs with which he 1 
made war generally, he was looked up- 
on as the ſole centre of union that could 
keep together the great confederacy then 
forming: and how much the French fear- 
ed, from his life, had appeared a few 
years before, in the extravagant and inde- 


cent joy they expreſſed on a falſe report of 
his death. A ſhort t time ſhewed how vain 


the 
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che fears of ſome, and the hopes of others 
were. By his death, the duke of Magr- 
*Zzo0x0Ucn was raiſed to the head of the 
army, and indeed of the confederacy : 
where he, a new, a private man, a ſub- 
ject, acquired by merit and by manage- 
ment a more deciding influence, than high 
birth, confirmed authority, and even the 
crown of Great Britain, had given to 
king WILLIAM. Not only all the parts 
of that vaſt machine, the grand alliance, 
were kept more compact and entire; 
but a more rapid and vigorous motion was 
given to the whole: and, inſtead of lan- 
guiſhing or diſaſtrous campaigns, we ſaw 
every ſcene of the war full of action. 
All thoſe wherein he appeared, and many 
7 of thoſe wherein he was not then an actor, 
but abettor however of their action, were 
crowned with the moſt triumphant ſucceſs. 
I take with pleaſure this opportunity of 
doing juſtice to that great man, whoſe 
faults I knew, whoſe virtues I admired ; 
and whoſe memory, as- the greateſt gene- 
ral and as the greateſt miniſter that our 
country or perhaps any other has produ- 
ced, I honor. But beſides this, the obſer- 
vation I have made comes into my ſubject, 
ſince it ſerves to point out to your forge | 
VE | ip 
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chy entire in the poſſeſſion of Parry : 


and that we undertook no more than *F 


what was proportionable to our ſtrength, 
when we undertook to weaken that mo- 
narchy by diſmembering it, in the hands 
of a prince of the houſe of Bourbon, 
which we had been diſabled by ill for- 
tune and worſe conduct to keep out of 
them. It may be ſaid that the great 
ſucceſs of the confederates againſt France 
Proves that their generals were ſuperior 
to hers, but not that their forces and 
their national ſtrength were ſo ; that 


with the ſame force with which ſhe was 


| beaten, ſhe might have been victorious ; 

that if ſhe had been ſo, or if the ſuc- 
ceſs of the war had varied, or been 
leſs deciſive againſt her in Germany, in 
the Low Countries and in Italy, as it 
was in Spain, her ſtrength would have 
appeared ſufficient, and that of - the con- 
federacy inſufficient, Many things may 
be urged to deſtroy this reaſoning ; [ 
content myſelf with one. France could 


not long have made even the unſucceſs- 


ful efforts ſhe did make, if England and 
N LY Holland 


ſhip the proof of what I ſaid above, that 
France undertook too much, when ſhe X 
undertook to maintain the Spaniſh monar- 


A 


. 
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Holland had done what it is undeniable 
they had ſtrength to do; if beſides pil- 
laging, 1 do not ſay conquering, the 
 Z Spaniſh Weſt Indies, they had hinde- 
red the French from - going to the 
South Sea; as they did annually dur- \ 
= ing the whole courſe of the war with- 
out the leaſt moleſtation, and from 
7 1 whence they imported into France in 
that time as much ſilver and gold as the 
whole ſpecies of that kingdom amounted 4 
to. With this immenſe and conſtant A 
> ſupply of Wealth, France was reduced: 
in effect to bankruptcy before the end 
of the war. How much ſooner muſt: 
> ſhe have been ſo, if this ſupply had been 
kept from her? The confeſſion of 
> France herſelf is on my ſide. She con- 
feſſed her inability to ſupport what ſhe 
had undertaken, when ſhe .ſued for 
peace as early as the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and ſix. She 'made her 
utmoſt efforts to anſwer the expeCtation 
of the Spaniards, and to keep their mo- 
narchy entire. When experience had 
made it evident that this was beyond 
her power, ſhe thought herſelf juſtified 
to the Spaniſh nation; in conſenting to a 
partition, and was ready to conclude a 
Vol.. II. D Peace 
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peace with the allies on the principles of 
their grand alliance. But as France ſeem- 


ed to flatter herſelf, till experience made 


ber deſirous to abandon an enterprize that 
exceeded her ſtrength; you will find, my 
lord, that her enemies began to flatter 
themſelves in their turn, and to form de- 
ſigns and take engagements that exceeded 
theirs. Great Britain was drawn into 
theſe engage ments little by little; for I 
do not remember any parliamentary de- 
claration for continuing the war till Par- 
LIP ſhould be dethroned, before the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſix: and 
then ſuch a declaration was judged neceſ- 
ſary to ſecond the reſolution of our mini- 
ſters and our allies, in departing from the 


principles of the grand alliance, and in 


ropoſing not only. the reduction of the 
: Þ rench, but the conqueſt of the Spaniſh 
monarchy, as the objects of the war. 
This new plan had taken place, and we 
had begun to act upon it, two years be- 
fore, when the treaty with Portugal was 
concluded, and the archduke CHARLES, 
now emperor, was ſent into Portugal firſt, 
aud into Catalonia afterwards, and was ac- 
knowledged and ſupported as king of 
A 
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4 * of the times. ſpoken of, and 
cConſiders the cd urſe with rok wg the great 
par which: broke: out on the death of the 
9 of Spain, Cnanres! che ſecond, 
and was endecb by che treaties of Utrecke 
and Radſtat; you will find, that in order 
to form a true judgmem on the whole, 
you muſt conſider very attentively the 
great change made by the new plan that 
I have mentioned; and compare it with 
the plan of the grand alliance, relatively 
to the general intereſt of Europe, and 
the particular intereſt of your own coun- 
try. Ir will not, becauſe it cannot be de- 
nied, that all the ee eee 
ance might have been obtained by a 
in one thoufant ſeven: hundred and * 
I need not recal the events of that, and of 
the precedent years of the war. Not on- 
jp cke arms of France had been defeated 
on every ſide; but the in ward ſtate of 
that char kingdom was already more exhauſted 
than it had ever been. She went on in- 
deed;. hut ſhe: ſtaggered and reeled under 
tbe burden of the war. Our condition, I 
ſpeak of Greav Britain, was net quite ſo 
Rare * W the war increaſed 
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- annually upon us. It was evident that 


this charge muſt continue to increaſe, and 
it was no leſs evident that our nation was 
unable to bear it without falling ſoon into 
ſuch diſtreſs, and contracting ſuch debts, 
1 we have ſeen and felt, and ſtill feel. 

he Dutch neither reſtrained their trade, 
nor over- loaded it with taxes. They ſoon 
altered the proportion of their quotas, and 
were deficient even after this alteration in 
them. But, however, it muſt be -allow- 
ed, that they exerted their whole ſtrength; 
and they and we paid. the whole charge of 
the war. Since therefore by ſuch efforts 
as could .not be continued any longer, 
without oppreſſing and impoveriſhing 
theſe nations to a degree, that no intereſt 
except that of their very being, nor any 
engagement of aſſiſting an alliance totis 
viribus can require, France was reduced, 


and all the ends of the war were become 


attainable; it will be worth your lord- 
ſhip's while to conſider. why the true uſe 
was not made of the ſativa the con- 
federates againſt France and Spain, and 
why a peace was not concluded in the 
fifth year of the war, When your lord- 
ſhip conſiders this, you will compare in 
Four: 3 what the ſtate: of 2 
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and STATE of EUROPE. 53 
7 would have been, and that of yout ow 
country might have been, if the plan of, 
the grand alliance had been purſued. 5 
with the poſſible as well as certain, the 
contingent as well as neceſſary, conſe- 
gqauences of changing this plan in the man- 
f ner it Was changed. Fou will, be of, N a 
opinion, I think, and it ſeems to me, af- 
ter more than twenty years of recolleCti-, 
on, re- examination and reflection, chat 
impartial poſterity, muſt be ef the ſame: 
popinion; you will be of opinion, I think, 
1 A that the war was wiſe and Juſt, before the. 
change, becauſe neceſſary to maintain 
= rqpe on which the public peace and com- 
mon proſperity depends: and that it was 
unwiſe and unjuſt after this change, he- 
cauſe unneceſſary to this end, and direct- 
ccd to other and to contrary ends, Io 
will be guided by undeniable. facts to diſ- 
cover through all the; falſe colours Which 
have been laid, and which deceived many 
at the time, that the war, after this 
change, became a war of paſſion, of am- 
bition, - of avarice, and of private inte- 
reſt ; the private intereſt of particular, 
perſons and particular ſtates; to which. 
the general intereſt of Europe was ſacri- 
he "3- ficed 
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ficed ſo entirely, that if the terms inſiſted 


back the confederates had been granted, 


even thoſe which Prance was redu- 
81 to grant, in one thouſand ſeven hun- 
ed, ſuch a 


dred and ten, had been acce 


new ſyſtem of power would- Have been 


xpoſed the balance 


of Europe to troubles, not inferior to 


thoſe that the wer was deſigned, when 


it begun, to prevent. Whilſt you obſerve 


this in general, you will find particular 


occaſion to lament the fate of Great 
Britain, in the midſt of triumphs that 
have been ſounded ſo hight *She had 
triumphed indeed te the year ohe com- 
ſand feven hubdred and fix tively 's 
but what were her triumphs afterwards F 
What was her ſucceſs after ſhe proceed- 
ed-on the new plan? I' ſhall ſay ſome- 
on | that head immediately, "Here 
: ine only ſay; that the pl6ry'of tak 
ing towns, and wining battles, is to be 
meaſured by the utility that reſults from 
nor to the arms, may ſhame to the 
councils; of a nation. 
to take a town, is 


ral and of an army. K . S we 


peace 


thoſe victories, Victories, that bring ho- 


To vin a battle, 4 
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and STATE of EUROPE: 55 

had a very large ſhare in the courſe of 
the war, Burt the glory of a nation 1s to 
proportion 'the ends ſhe propoſes, to her 
intereſt and her ſtrength; the means ſhe 
employs, to the ends ſhe propoſes, and 
the vigour ſhe exerts, to both. Of this 
glory, | apprehend we have had very lit- 
tle to boatt at any time, and particularly 
in the great conjuncture of which 1 am 
ſpeaking. The reaſons of ambition, a- 


voarice, and private intereſt, which en- 


gaged the princes and ſtates of the con- 
tederacy to depart from the principles 


of the grand alliance, were no reaſons 


for Great Britain. She neither expected 
nor defired any thing more than what 
ſhe might have obtained by adhering to 
thoſe principles. What hurried our na- 
tion then, with ſo much ſpirit and ar- 
dor, into thoſe of the new plan? Your 
lordſhip will anſwer this queſtion - to 
yourſelf, I believe; by the prejudices 
and rafhneſs of paty; by the influence 
that the firſt ſucceſſes of the confederate 
arms gave to our miniſters; and the po- 


pularity that they gave, if I may ſay ſo, 


to the war; by antient, and freſh reſent- 


ments, which the unjuſt and violent uſur- 


pations, in ſhort the whole conduct of 
D'4 Lewis 


1 4 
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Lewis the fourteenth for forty years 


together, his haughty treatment of other 


princes and ſtates, and even the ſtyle 
of his court, had created: and to men- 
tion no more, by a notion, groundleſs 


but prevalent, that he was and would 


be maſter, as long as his grandſon was 
king of Spain; and that there could be 
no effectual meaſure taken, tho* the 


grand alliance ſuppoſed that there might, 


to prevent a future union of the two mo- 
narchies, as long as a prince of the houſe 
of Bourbon ſat on the Spaniſh throne, 


That ſuch a notion | ſhould have prevail- 


appearances of things have given occaſi- 


ed, in the firſt confuſion of thoughts 
which the death and will of CHARLES 


the ſecond produced among the gene- 


rality of men, who ſaw the fleets and 
armies of France take poſſeſſion of all 


the parts of the Spaniſh monarchy, is 
not. to be wondered at, by thoſe that 


conſider how ill the ; generality of man- 
kind te informed, how | incapable they 
are of, judging, and yet how ready to 


pronounce judgment; in fine, how in- 
conſiderately they follow one another 


in any popular opinion which the heads 
of party broach, or to which the firſt 


On. 


of England and 
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A 


on. But, even 


a5 this time, the councils 
and Holland did not entertain 
this notion. They acted on quite another, 
as might be dern in mea inflances, if 
any other beſides that of the grand alli- 
ance was neceſſary. When theſe councils 
therefore ſeemed to entertain this notion 
afterwards, and acted and took engage- 
ments to act upon it, we muſt conclude, 
chat they had other motives. '' They could 
not have theſe; for they knew, that as 
the Spaniards had been driven by the 
two treaties of partition to give their mo- 
narchy to a prince of the houſe of Bour- 
bon, ſo they were driven into the arms 


of France by the war that we made to 


force a third upon them. If we acted 


r. 


rightly on the Fo 7% "of the grand al- 


liance, they acted rightly on thoſe of the 
will: and if we could not avoid making 
an offenſive war, at the expence of form- 


ing and maintaining, a vaſt confederacy, 


they could not avoid purchaſing the pro- 


tection and aſſiſtance of France in a de- 


fenſive war, and eſpecially in the begin- 
ning of it, according to what 1 have 


474 


ee nne „ e 6 | 
to the authority and admitting the influ- 


ſomewherk obſerved already, by yielding 


ence of that court in all the affairs of their 


D555 government. 
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ber meat Our pz Thy filters Koen, there. 
fare, tha 4 Ty rene FH as 10. be 
drawn. om, the ft arr. of this 99 71 
it was for Aer por baten th 

wes ; for delivering the Spaniards as Gon 
as poſſible from . habits of union and inti- 
macy , with France; not for continuing 
them under the, lame neceſſity, till by 
length of time welt habits ſhould be. con- 
firmed. As to the: lajter part of this no- 
tion, they Knew that it was falſe, and {il-. 
ly. GARTH, the beſt natured ingenious 
wild man I ever knew, might be in the 
right, when he ſaid, in ſome wa his 1 5 
weils Ane, 8 


1 NL fn 195 5 alone 
Ts fi to nod upon a Spano throne, 


z 


The ſetting an Auſtrian prince upon it, 
was, no doubt, the ſureſt expedient to 
prevent an union of the two e 
of France and Spain; ff 12 ſettir 
prince of the beute of! „on t at 
_ throne, was the ſureſt ed to pre- 
vent an union of the Imperial and Spaniſh 
crowns, But it was equally falſe to lay, 
in * caſe, that this was the ſole expedi- 
It would be no paradox, but a pro- 
po- 
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poſition eaſily proved, to advance, that if 
theſe unions had been effectually provided 
againſt, the general intereſt of Europe 
would have been little concerned whether 
PHIL Ir or CRARLES had nodded at Ma- 
drid. It would be likewiſe no paradox to 
ſay, that the contingency of uniting 
France and Spain under the ſame Prince 
appeared more remote, about the middle 
of the laſt great wur, when the dethrone- 
ment of PHIL in favour, of Cx ARLES 
was made a condition of peace {ne qua 
non, than the contingency of an union af 
the Imperial and Spamſh crowns. Nay, 
I know not whether it would be a para- 
dox to affirm, that the expedient that was 
taken, and that was always obvious to be 
taken, of excluding Parte and his race 
from the ſucceſſion of France, by creat- 
ing an tereſt in all the other princes of 
the blood, and by conſequence a party in 
France itfelf for their excluſion, when- 
ever the caſe ſhould happen, was not in 
its nature more effectual than any that 
could have been taken : and ſome muſt 
have been taken, not only to exclude 
Cu ARLESs from the empire whenever the 
caſe ſhould happen that happened ſoon, 
the death of his brother JosE H without 
„% ot _— 
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iſſue male, but his poſterity likewiſe in 
all future vacancies ofthe imperial throne. 
'The expedient that was taken againſt 
PRHILIP at the treaty of Utrecht, they 
who oppoſed the peace attempted to ri- 
dicule ; but ſome. of them have had occa- 
ſion ſince that time to ſee, tho? the caſe 


has not happened, how effectual it would 
have been if it had: and he, who ſhould 


go about to ridicule it. after our experience, 


would only make himſelf ridiculous. Not- 


withſtanding all this, he, who tranſports 


himſelf back to that time, muſt acknow- 
ledge, that the confederated powers in ge- 
neral could not but be of GARTEH's mind, 
and think it more agreeable to the com- 
mon intereſt . of Europe, that a branch of 
Auſtria, than a branch of Bourbon, ſhould 


gather the Spaniſh ſucceflion, and that 


the maritime powers, as they are called 


impertinently enough, with reſpect to the 
fuperiority of Great Britain, might think 


it was for their particular intereſt to have 
a prince, dependant for ſome time at leaſt 
on them, king of Spain, rather than a 
prince whoſe dependance, as long as he 


ftood in any, muſt be naturally on France. 
I do not ſay, as ſome have done, a prince 
whoſe family was old ally, rather than a 

928080 1 5 Prinee 
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prince whoſe family was an old enemy; 


becauſe I lay no weight on the gratitude 
of princes, and am as much perſuaded 
that an Auſtrian king of Spain would have 

made us returns of that ſort in no other 
7 of proportion than of his Want of us, as I 
am that PriLie and his race will make 
no other returns of the ſame ſort to 
XZ France, If this affair had been entire 
therefore, on the death of the king of 
Spain; if we had made no partition, nor 


he any will, the whole monarchy of Spain 


would have been the prize to be fought _ 
for: and our wiſhes, and ſuch efforts as 


we were able to make, in the moſt unpro- 
vided condition imaginable, muſt have 
been on the fide of Auſtria. But it was 
far from being entire. A prince of the 
houſe of Auſtria might have been on the 
ſpot, before the king of Spain died, to 
gather his ſucceſſion ; but inſtead of this 
a prince of the houſe of Bourbon was 


there ſoon afterwards, and took poſſeſſion 


of the whole monarchy to which he had 
been called by the late king's will, and 
by the voice of the Spaniſh nation. The 
councils of England and Holland there- 
fore preferred very wiſely, by their en⸗ 
gagements in the grand alliance, what was 
8 En more 
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more practicable tho' leſs eligible, to what 
they deemed more eligible, but ſaw be- 
come by the courſe of events, if not ab- 

ſolutely impracticable, yet an enterprize 

of more length, more difficulty, and 
greater expence of blood and treaſure, 
than theſe nations were able to bear; or 
than they ought to bear, when their ſecu- 
rity and that of the reſt of Europe might 
be ſufficiently provided for at a cheaper 
rate. If the confederates could not ob. 
tain, by the force of their arms, the ends 
of the war, laid down in the grand alli: 
ance, to what purpoſe would it be to fti- 
pulate for more? And if they were able 
to obtain theſe, it was evident that, whilſt A ö 
they diſmembered the Spaniſh monarchy, 

they muſt reduce the power of France. 

This happened; the Low Countries were 
conquered ; the French were driven out 
of Germany and Italy: and Lewis the 
fourteenth, who had fo long and fo lately 
ſet mankind at defiance, was reduced to 
ꝓ—— Coda hind 


Ir it had been granted him in one thou- 
ſand feyen hundred and fix, on what foot 
mult it have been granted? The allies 
had already in their power all the _ 

. = at 


1 were not actually reduce 
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| | g Wea were to compoſe the reafonable ſatiſ- 


factiqn for the em 0 Tay, in their 

rover; becauſe tho Bae and Sicity 
at that rind 

yet the exp uon of the French out of 


Italy, and Niu diſpoſition of the people of 
= thoſe kingdoms, conſidered, it Was plain 
che allies might reduce them when they 


pleaſed.” Jae. confederate arms were ſu⸗ 
perior rill then in Spain, and ſeveral pro- 


vinces acknowledg A Crarles the t ird. » 


If the reſt had been yielded to him by 


treaty, all that the r new plan required had 


© 


been obtained. If the French would 


W's 
— OM 


E | not yet” "have abandoned PriLie, as we 
had found that the Caſliſians would Ty 


even when our army was at Madrid, a 
that the old plan, the plan of the grand 
alliance required, had been obtained; but 
ſtill France and Spain had given nothing 
to purchaſe a peace, and they were in cir- 
cumſtances not to expect it without pur- 
chaſing it. They would have POO 
it, my lord: and France, as well as 8 

would have contributed a larger ſhare of 
the, price, rather than continue the war in 
her exhauſted ftate. Such a treaty of 
peace would have been a third treaty of 
partition indeed, but vaſtly preferable to 
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the two former. The great objection to | i Abe 
the two former was drawn from that con- 
ſiderable increaſe of dominion, which the | 3 1 
crown of France, and not a branch of the 
houſe of Bourbon, acquired by them. 
I know what may be ſaid ſpeciouſly y 0 
enough to perſuade, that ſuch an increaſe 
of dominion would not have augmented, 
but would rather have weakened the pow- 
er of France, and what examples may be 
drawn from hiſtory to countenance ſuch an 
opinion. I know likewiſe, that the com- 
pact figure of France, and the contiguity WE 1 
of all her provinces, make a very effen- 7 
tial part of the force of her monarchy. Xt 
Had the deſigns of CHarLes the eighth, 
Lewis the twelfth, Francis the firſt, 
and HenzT! the ſecond, ſucceeded, the 9 
dominions of France would have been more 
extenſive, and I believe the ſtrength of * 
her monarchy would have been leſs. I '* 
have ſometimes thought that even the loſs 
of the battle of St. QUENTIN, which 
obliged HEN RV the ſecond to recal the 
duke of Guis with his army out of Italy, 
was in this reſpect no unhappy event. But 
the reaſoning which is good, I think, when 
applied to thoſe times, will not hold when 
rue to ours, and to the caſe I tes 
ere; 


2 0 


here; the ſtate of France, the ſtate of her 


neighbours, and the whole conſtitution o 


Europe being ſo extremely different. The 
Pobjection therefore to the two treaties of 
partition had a real weight. The power, 
of France, deemed. already exorbitant, 
would have been increaſed by this acceſſi- 
on of dominion, ia the hands of Lewis 
the fourteenth : and the uſe he intended 
to make of it, by keeping Italy and Spain 
in awe, appears in the article that gave 
him the ports on the Tuſcan coaſt, and the 
province of Guipuſcoa. This king WII- 
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” Liam might, and I queſtion not did ſee ; 
but that prince might think too, that for 
this very reaſon Lewis the fourteenth 
would adhere, in all events, to the trea- 
ty of partition: and that theſe: conſequen-, 
ces were more remote, and would be leſs 
dangerous, than thoſe of making no.par- 
tition at all. The partition, even the 
worſt that might have been made, by a 
treaty of peace in one thouſand ſeven hun · 
dred and fix, would have been the very 
reverſe of this. France would have been 
weakened, and her. enemies ſtrengthened, 
by her conceſſions on the fide of the Low 
Countries, of Germany, and Savoy. If 
a prince of her royal family had remained 
w un 
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in poſſcſſion of Spain and the Weſt-Indies, 
no advantage would have accrued to her WF; 
by it, and effectual bars would have been 
oppoſed to an union of the two monar- 
chies. The houſe of Auſtria would have | 
had a reaſonable ſatisfaction for that-ſha- 
dow of right, which a former partition 
gave her. She had no other after the will 
of CHAuLES the ſecond : and this may be 
Juitly termed a ſhadow, fince England. 
Holland and France could confer no real 
right to the Spaniſh ſucceſſion, nor to any 
part of it. She had declined acceding to 
that partition, before France departed from 
it, and would have preferred the Iralian 
rovinces, without Spain and the Weſt- 
ndies, to Spain and the Weſt-Indies with- 
out the Italian provinces. The Italian pro- 
vinces would have fallen to her ſhare bß 
this partition. The particular demands 
of England and Holland would have ſuffer- 
ed no difficulty, and thoſe that we were 
obliged by treaty to make for others would 
have been eaſy to adjuſt. Would not 
this have been enough, my lord, for the 
public ſecurity, for the common intereſt, 
and for the glory of our arms? To have 
humbled and reduced in five campaigns a 
power that had diſturbed and inſulted Eu- 


rope 


i 


= n{STart'of 'Evxort. 67 
rope almoſt forty years; to have reſtored; 


AR 


4 * | in ſo ſhort a time, the balance of power in 
Europe to a ſufficient point of equality, 
after it had been more than fifty years, 
that is from the treaty of Weſtphalia, in a 
gradual deviation from this point; in 
hort to have retrieved in one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and fix, a game that was 
become deſperate at the beginning of the 
century. To-have done all this, before 
the war had exhauſted our ſtrength, was 
the utmoſt ſure that any man could deſire 
wjho intended the public good alone: and 
no choneſt-reaſon ever was, nor ever will 
be gwen, hy the war was protrakted 
any longer? why we neither made. peacę 

after a ſhort, wigorons: and ſuccefsfuf war, 
nor put it entirely out of the power of 
France to continue at any rate a long one ? 
I have ſaid, and it is true, that this had 
been-entirely' out of her power, if we had 
given greater interruptton to the com- 
merce of old and new Spain, and if we 
had hindred France from importing annu- 
ally, from the year one thoufand ſeven 
hundred and two, ſuch immenſe treaſures 
© « the dad jmport by the thips the fer, 
with the permiſſion of Spain, to the South 
Sea. It has been advanced, and it is a 
_ Fire | com- 
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by the jealouſy of the Dutch from making 


uſe of the liberty given by treaty to them 
and us, and which, without his imperial 1 
majeſty s leave, ſince we entered into the W | 


war, we might have taken, of making 
conqueſts in the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies. Be 
it ſo. But to go to the South Seas, to 
trade there if we could, to. pillage the 


Weſt- Indies without making conqueſts. if 
we could not, and whether we traded or 


whether we pillaged, to hinder the French 
from trading there; was a meaſure that 
would have given, one ought to think, no 
jealouſy, to the Dutch, who might, and 
it is to be ſuppoſed would, have taken 
their part in theſe expeditions; or if it had 
given them jealouſy, what could they have 
replied when a Britiſh miniſter had told 
them: That it little became them to 
find fault that we traded with or pillag- 
© ed the Spaniards in. the Weſt-Indies to 
© the. detriment of our common enemy, 
© whilſt we connived at them who traded 
© with this enemy, to his and their great 
6 advantage, againſt our remonſtrances, 
* and in violation of the condition upon 
4 
0 


* tion of our forces in the Low Coun» 


5 tries * | 


common opinion, that we were reſtrained 1 
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J tries? We might have purſued this 
"EX meaſure notwithſtanding any engagement 
chat we took by the treaty with Portugal, 


if 1 remember that treaty right: but in- 
ſtead of this, we waſted our forces, and 
ſquandered millions after millions in ſup- 
porting our alliance with this crown, and 


in purſuing the chimerical project which 
was made the object of this alliance. I 
call it chimerical, becauſe it was equally 
ſo, to expect a revolution in favour 

CHARLES the third on the ſlender autho- 
rity of ſuch a trifler as the admiral of Ca- 
ſtile ; and when this failed us to hope to 
conquer Spain by the aſſiſtance of the 
Portugueſe, and the revolt of the Cata- 
lans. Yet this was the foundation upon 
which the new plan of the war was built, 
and ſo many ruinous engagements were 
taken, ERF 


- The particular motives of private men, 
as well as of princes/and ſtates, 3 
the war, are partly known, and partly 
gueſſed at this time. But whenever that 
time comes, and I am perſuaded it will 
come, when their ſecret motives, their 
| ſecret deſigns, and intrigues, can be laid 
open, I preſume to ſay to your i 
HK 1 | | that 
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that the, moſt confuſed ſcene. of iniquity; 
and folly, that it is poſſible. to imagine, 
will appear. In the mean While, if your Y 
lordſhip conſiders only: the treaty of bar- 
rier, as my lord Tow-as RENO. ſigned it, 
for the duke of MarLBOROvon, though 7 
Joint plenipotentiary, did not: if you con- 
fider. the famous preliminaries. of one 
thouſand, ſeven hundred and nine, which 
we made a mock ſhew: of: ratifying, tho! 
we knew that they would not be accepft- 
ed; for ſa the marquis of Tox c had told 
the penſionary before he left the Hague, 
as the ſaid. marquis has aſſured me very 
often ſinee that time: if you enquire into 
the anecdotes of Gertruydenberg, and if 
you conſult other authentie papers that 
are extant, your lordſhip will ſee the po- 
licy of the new plan, I think, in this light. 
Tho' we had refuſed, before the war be- 
gan, to enter into engagements for the 
conquelt of Spain, yet: as ſoon as it began, 
when the reaſon of things was ſtill the 
| ſame, for the ſucceſs of dur firſt campaign 
cannot be ſaid to have altered it, we en- 
tered into theſe very engagements. By 
the treaty wherein we took theſe engage- 
ments-firlt,, Portugal was brought W 
et Srand BÞ 
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grand alliance; that is, ſhe conſented to 


Piri, at the expence of England and 
Holland: provided we would debar our- 
ſelves from making any acquiſitions, and 


1 | the houſe of Auſtria pr omiſe, that ſhe 
*X ſhould acquire many important places in 


pain, and an immenſe extent of. country 


in America. By ſuch bargains as this, the 
whole confederacy was formed, and held 


together. Such means were indeed effe- 
Citual to multiply enemies to France and 


pain; but a project ſo extenſive and ſo 
difficult as to make many bargains of this 
kind neceſſary, and necefſary for a great 
number of years, and for a very uncertain 
event, was a project into which, for this 
very reaſon, England and Holland ſhould 
not have entered. It is worthy your ob- 
ſervation, my lord, that theſe bad bargains 
would not have been continued, as they 
were almoſt to our immediate ruin, if the 
war had not been protracted under the pre- 
tended neceſſity of reducing the SEL 
Spaniſh monarchy to the. obedience of the 
houſe of Auſtria, Now, as no other con- 
federate except Portugal. was. to receive 
his recompence by any diſmemberment of 
dominions in old or new Spain, the en- 
gagements we took to conquer this whole 
monarchy 
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monarchy had no viſible neceſſary cauſe, 
but the procuring the acceſſion of this 
power, that was already neuter, to the 

rand alliance. This acceſſion, as I have 
Ni before, ſerved only to make us negle&t 
immediate and certain advantages, for re- 
mote and uncertain hopes; and chuſe to 
attempt the conqueſt of the Spaniſh nation 
at our own vaſt expence, whom we might 
have ſtarved, and by ſtarving, reduced both 
the French and them, at their expence. 
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_ I eaLLED the neceſſity of reducing the 
whole Spaniſh monarchy to the obedience FR 
of the houſe of Auſtria, a pretended ne- 
ceſſity: and pretended it was, not real, 
without doubt. But I am apt to think 
your lordſhip may go further, and find 
| ſome reaſons to ſuſpect, that the opinion 
Itſelf of this neceſſity was not very real, 
in the minds of thoſe who urged it; in 
the minds I would ſay of the able men a- 
mong them ; for that it was real in ſome 
of our zealous Britiſh politicians, I do 
them the juſtice to believe. Your lordſhip 
may find reaſons to ſuſpe& perhaps that 
this opinion was ſet up rather to occaſion 
a diverſion of the forces of France, and to 
furniſh pretences for prolonging the war 
for other ends. DOOMED”! 
| | Be- 
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8 Bz rox the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ten, the war was kept alive 


% ; 
- 
— 
. — 


vith alternate: ſucceſs in Spain; and it 


may be ſaid therefore, that the deſign of 
"X conquering this kingdom continued, as 
well as the hopes of ſucceeding. Burt 
= why then did the States General refuſe, in” 


one thouſand ſeven hundred and nine, to 


admit an article in the barrier treaty; by 
2X which they would have obliged themſelves 
do procure the whole Spaniſh monarchy to 
the houſe of Auſtria, when that zealous 


politician my lord TowxysHEND preſſed 
them to it? If their opinion of the ne- 


ceſſity of carrying on the war, till this 


1 


point could be obtained, was real; why 


did they riſque the immenſe advantages 


given them with ſo much profuſe gene- 


roſity by this treaty, rather than conſent 
to an engagement that was ſo conformable 


to their opinion ? 


AFTER the year one thouſand ſeven 


hundred and ten, it will not be ſaid, I pre- 


ſume, that the war could be ſupported in ' 


Spain with any proſpe& of advantage on 

our fide. We had ſufficiently experienced 

il be had on 

the vigour of the Portugueze ; and how 
firmly the Spaniſh nation in general, the 

E * Caftilians: 


how little dependance coul 
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Caſtilians in particular, were attached to 
PRIILIr. Our armies had been twice at 
Madrid, this prince had been twice driven 
from his capital, his rival had been there, 
none ſtirred in favour of the victorious, 7 
all wiſhed and ated for the vanquiſhed. - 
In; ſhort, the falſhood of all thoſe lures, 
by which we had been. enticed to make 
war in Spain, had appeared ſufficientix 
in one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſix 
but was ſo groſsly evident in one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and ten, that Mr. CR Ac s, 
who was ſent towards the end of that year 
by Mr, Sr AN HOPE into England, on com- 
miſſions that he executed with much good 
ſenſe and much addreſs, owned to me: 
that in Mr. ST AN HO E's opinion, and 
he was not apt to deſpond of ſucceſs,” eſ- 
pecially in the execution of his own pro- 
jects, nothing could be done more in 
Spain, the general attachment of the peo- 
ple to PRIL IB, and their averſion to 
CaHaRLEs conſidered : that armies of 
twenty or thirty thouſand men might walk 
about that country till doom's-day, ſo he 
expreſſed himſelf, without effect: that 
wherever they came, the people would 
ſubmit to CHARL Es the third out of ter- 
ror, and as ſoon as they were gone, 1 2 | 
claim Par1iLie the fifth again out of af- 
y 1 fection: 
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Was it pochte, after chis; 6 ffn in 
go carnalf: of© conquering Spain, and 


X could they be in good carneſt who conti- 


need to hold the fame language, and to 
inſiſt on the ſume meaſures?” Could they 
beſo in the following year, when the em- 
peror IbsE YH died? Ciranres' was be- 
come then the ſole ſurviving male of the 
houſe of Auſtria, and fucceeded'to the em. 
pire as well'as' to al} the hereditary domi- 

nions of that” family. Could they dem 
earneſt, who: maintained even in this con- 


juncture, that? no peace could be ſafe, ho- 


„ norable; or Jaſting, ſo long as the king“ 
dom of Spain and che Weſt Indies ræ- 
© mained in the poſſeſſion of any branch 
of the houſe of Bourbon!“ Did they 
mean that CHARLES ſhould be emperor 
and king of Spain? In this project they 
would have had the allies againſt them. 
Did they mean to call the duke of Savoy 
to the crown of Spain, or to beſtow it on 
ſorne other prince? In this project they 
would have had his imperial majeſty a- 
gainſt them. In either caſe the confedera- 
cy would have been broken: and how 
then would they have continued the war? 
Did they mean nothing, or did they mean 
E 2 ſomething 
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ſomething more than they owned, ſome- 
thing more than to reduce the exorbitant 
power of France, and to force the whole 
Spaniſh: ene out of the houſe „ 
Bourbon? 

Bor R theſe ends might have hees ob. 
tained at Gertruydenberg: why were they 
not obtained? Read the preliminaries of 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and nine, 

which were made the foundation of this 
treaty. Inform yourſelf of what paſſed 
there, and obſerve what followed. Your 
lordſhip will remain aſtoniſned. I remain 
ſo every time I reflect upon them, tho 
I ſaw theſe things at no very great di- 
ſtance, even whilſt the ey were in tranſacti- 
on; and tho 1 know moſt certainly. that 
France loſt two years before, by the little 
ſkill and addreſs. of | her principal“ mi- 
niſter, in anſwering overtures made dur- 
ing the ſiege of Liſle, by a principal per · 
ſon among the allies, ſuch an opportunity, 
and ſuch à correſpondence, as would have 
removed ſome of the obſtacles that lay 
now in her way, have prevented . 
and have procured her peace. An 
valent for the thirty- -ſeventh article of = 
Prefininars, that is, for che ceſhon of 
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Spain and the Weſt-Indies, was the point | 
to be diſcuſſed at Gertruydenberg. Naples 
and Sicily, or even Naples and Sardinia 
would have contented the French, at leaſt 
they would have accepted them as the 
equivalent. Buys and VAN DER DVSsEN, 
who treated with them, reported this to 
the miniſters of the allies: and it was · upon 
novon, as Bo vs himſelf told me, took * 
immediately the lead, and congratulated _ 
the aſſembly on the near approach of a 
peace; ſaid, that ſince the French were 
in this diſpoſition, it was time to conſider 
what further demands ſhould be made 
upon them, according to the liberty re- 
ſetved in the preliminaries; and exhorted 
all the miniſters of the allies to adjuſt their 
ſeveral ulterior pretenſions, and to prepare 
their demands. ee ee 
Tuis proceeding, and what followed, 
put me in mind of that of the Romans 
with the Carthaginians. The former were 
reſolved to conſent to no peace till Car- 
thage was laid in ruins. They ſet a treaty 
however on foot, at the requeſt of their 
old enemy, impoſed ſome terms, and re- 
ferred them to their generals for the reſt. 
Their generals purſued the ſame method, 
and by reſerving ſtill a right of making 
2 5 4 "M$: ulterior 
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ulterior demands, they reduced the Cattha- 
ginians at laſt to the neceſſity of abandon- 
ing their city, or of continuing the war 
after chey had given up their arms, their 
machines, and their meet in 'hapes of 
peace. 

138 ſaw the ſnare, _ Give to 
run any riſque rather than to be caught 
in it. We continued to demand, under 
pretenee of ſocuring, the ceſſion of Spain 
and the Weſtfindies; that LEiIs the 
fourteenth ſhould aq on him to dethrone 
his grandſon in the = of two months ; 

c it in that time, 
that we ſhould be at liberty to renew the 
war, without reſtoring the places that were 


to be put into our hands according to the 
preliminaries; which were the moſt im- 


portant places France poſſeſſed on the ſide 


of the Low Countries. Lꝝ is offered to 


abandon his grandſon; and, if he could 


not prevail on him to reſign, to. furniſh 


money to the allies, who might at the ex- 
uh of France force him toevacuate Spain. 
ropoſition made by the allies had an 

air 27 inhumanity ; and the reſt of man- 
kind might be ſhocked to fee the grandfa- 


ther obliged to make war on his grandſon. 
But Lewis the fourteenth had- treated 


mankind wah too much inhumanity in his 
proſperaus 
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and STATE of EvROPE. 579 
proſperous days, to have any. reafon to 


complain even of this propoſition, His 


people indeed, who are apt to have great 
partiality for their kings, might pity his 
diſtreſs. This happened, and he found 


his account in it. Paitie muſt have eva- 


cuated Spain, I think, notwithſtanding 


his own obſtinacy, the ſpirit of his queen, 
and the reſolute attachment of the Spani- 
ards, if his grandfather had inſiſted, and 


been in earneſt to force him : but if this 


expedient was, as it was, odious, Why did 


we prefer to continue the war againſt 
France and Spain, rather than accept the 
other ? why did we neglect the opportu- 
nity of reducing, effectually and. imme- 
diately, the exorbitant power of France, 


and of rendering the coriqueſt of Spain 


practicable ? both which might have been 


brought about, and conſequently the a- 
_ . vowed ends of the war might have bern 


anſwered, by accepting the expedient that 
France offered. France, it was ſaid, 
* was not ſincere: ſhe meant nothing 


more than to amuſe, and divide.“ This 


reaſon was given at the time; but ſome of 


thoſe who gave it then, I have ſeen a- 
. ſhamed to inſiſt on it ſince. France -was 
not in condition to act the part ſhe had 
acted in farmer treaties: and. her diſtreſs 
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\ and Prince EuGens might have had the 


\ 


was no bad pledge of her ſincerity on this 1 © 
occaſion, But there was a better fill. 
The ſtrong places that ſhe muſt have put 
into the hands of the allies, would have 
Expoſed her, on the leaſt breach of faith, 
to ſee, not to her frontier alone, but even 
the provinces that lie behind it, deſolated: 


\ fatisfaCtion, it is ſaid, 1 know not how 
truly, he deſired, of marching with the 
torch in his hand to Verſailles. 
Tou lordſhip will. obſerve, that the 
conferences at Gertruydenberg ending in 
the manner they did, the inflexibility of 
the allies gave new life and ſpirit to the 
French and Spaniſh nations, diſtreſſed and 
exhauſted as they were. The troops of 
the former withdrawn out of Spain, and 
the Spaniards left to defend themſelves as 
they could, the Spaniards alone obliged us 
to retreat from Madrid, and defeated us in 
our retreat. But your lordſhip may tbink 
perhaps, as I do, that if -Lzw1s the four- 
teenth had bound himſelf by a ſolemn trea- 
ty to abandon his grandſon, had paid a 
ſubſidy co dethrone him, and had conſent- 
ed to acknowledge another king of Spain, 
the Spaniards would not have exerted the 
_ . ſame zeal for PHILIIPH; the actions of Al- 
menara and Saragoſſa might have been de- 
N Ciſive, 
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ciſive, and thoſe of Brihuega and Villa 
Vicioſa would not have happened. After 
all theſe events, how could any reaſonable 
man expect that a war ſhould be ſupport- 
ed with advantage in Spain, to which the 


court of Vienna, had contributed nothing 


from the firſt, ſcarce bread to their arch- 


duke; which Portugal waged faintly and 
with deficient quotas, and which the Dutch 
had in a manner renounced, by neglect- 


ing to recruit their forces? How was 
CHaRLEs to be placed on the Spaniſh 
throne, or PRHILI at leaſt to be driven 


— 


” 


out of it? By the ſucceſs of the confe- 


derate arms in other parts? But what ſuc- 
ceſs, ſufficient to this purpoſe, could we 


beſt, by ſhewing what ſucceſs we had. 


PoRTo GAL. and Savoy did nothing be- 
fore the death of the emperor: Jos YH; 
and declared in form, as ſoon as he was 


| dead, that they would carry on the war 


no longer to ſet the crown of Spain on the 
head of CHARLES, ſince this would be to 
fight againſt the very principle they had 
fought for. The Rhine was a ſcene of 


inaction. The ſole efforts, that were to 
bring about the great event of dethron- 
ing PRILI p, were thoſe which the duke 


of MARLBOROUGH was able to make. 
1 5755 
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He took three towns in one thouſand ſe- 
ven hundred and ten, Aire, Bethune, and 
St. Venant i and one, Bouchain,: in one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eleven. Now 
this conqueſt being in fact the only one the 


confederates made that year, 


Bouchain 


may be ſaid properly and truly to have 
_ coſt our nation very near ſeven millions 


ſterling; for your lordſhip will find, I be- 


lieve, that the charge of the war for that 


year amounted to no leſs. 


It is true that 


the duke of MarxLBokoucn had pro 
poſed a very great project, by which in- 


curſions would have been made during the 


winter into France; the next campaign 
might have been opened early on our ſide; 
and ſeveral other great and obvious ad- 


N vantages might have been obtained : 


but 


the Dutch refuſed to contribute, even leſs 
than their proportion, for the queen had 


offered to take the- deficiency” 


on herſelf, 


to the expence of barracks and forage 
and diſappointed” by their obſtinaey "the 


whole deſign. 


We were then amſed with viſionary 
ſchemes of marching our whole army, in 


a year or two more, and after a town or 


two more were taken, directly to Paris, 


or at leaſt into the heart of F rance. 


But 


was this ſo TRY or ſure a game? The 


French 


0 = 
_— 
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French expected we would play it. Their 
generals had viſited the ſeveral poſts they 
might take, when our army ſhould enter 
France, to retard, to incommode, to di- 
ſtreſs us in our march, and even to make 
a deciſive ſtand and to give us battle. I 
take what I ſay here from indiſputable au- 
thority, that of the perſons conſulted and 
employed in preparing for this great di- 
ſtreſs. Had we been beaten, or had we 
been forced to retire towards our own fron- 
tier in the Low Countries, after penetra- 
ting into France, the hopes on which we- 
protracted the war would have been diſ- 
appointed, and I think the moſt ſanguine- 
would have then repented refuſing the of- 
fers made at Gertruydenburg. But if we 
had beaten the French, for it was ſcarce 
lawful in thoſe days of our preſumptiof 
to ſuppoſe the contrary z would the whole 
monarchy of Spain have been. our imme- 
diate and certain prize? Suppoſe, and 1 
fuppoſc it on good grounds, my lord, that 
the French had reſolved to defend their 
country inch by inch, and that LR IS the 
fourteenth had determined to retire with 
his court to Lions or elſewhere, and to- 
defend the paſſage of the Loire, when he 
could no longer defend that of the Seine, 
rather than ſubmit to the terms impoſed 

T — 
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on him: what ſhould we have done in this 
caſe? Muſt we not have accepted ſuch a 


ace as we had refuſed; or have protrac- 
ted the war till we had conquered France 
firſt, in order to conquer Spain afterwards ? 


Did we hope for revolutions in France? 


We had hoped for them in Spain: and 


we ſhould have been bubbles of our hopes 


in both. That there was a ſpirit raiſed 
againſt the government of LEWIS the 


fourteenth, in his court, nay in his fami- 


ly, and that ſtrange ſchemes of private 
ambition were formed and forming there, 


1 cannot doubt: and ſome effects of this 
ſpirit produced perhaps the greateſt mor- 


tifications that he ſuffered in the latter part 
of his reign. 


A Liehr inſtance of this ſpirit is all 


1 will quote at this time. I ſupped in 


the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
Aitoen, at a houſe in France, where two 


* perſons of no ſmall figure, who had 
been in great company that night, arrived 
very late. The converſation turned on 


the events of the precedent war, and the 
negotiations of the late peace. In the 
roms of the converſation, one of them 


4 * The dukes de ls F5UILLADE adMoarding k. 
broke 


. at ET IS as 


N 
9 
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j broke looſe, and ſaid, directing his dif- 
*X courſe to me, Vous auriez pu nous ecraſer 
= dans ce temps-la : pourquoi ne Pavez vous \ 
pas fait? I anſwered him coolly, Par ce 
que dans ce temps It, nous avs plus craint 
IX votre puiſſance. This anecdote, too trivi- | 
al for hiſtory, may find its place in a let- Y 
ter, and may ſerve to confirm what I have 
admitted, that there were perſons even in | 
France, who expected to find their private 
account in the diſtreſs of their country. _ 
hut theſe perſons were a few, men of wild 
imaginations and ſtrong paſſions, more en- 
terprizing than capable, and of more name 
than credit. In general, the endeavours 
of Lewis the fourteenth, and the ſacrifi- 
ces he offered to make in order to obtain a 
peace, had attached his people more than 
ever to him : and if Lewis had deter- 
mined not to go farther than he had of- 
fered at Gertruydenberg, in abandoning his 
grandſon, the French nation would not 
have abandoned him. Ik 
Bur to reſume what I have ſaid or 
| Hinted already, the neceſſary conſequences 
of protracting the war in order todethrone 
PaiLie, from the year one thouſand ſe- 
ven hundred and eleven inclufively, could 
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be no other than theſe: our deſign of pe- 
netrating into France might have been de. 
feated, and have become fatal to us by a 
reverſe of fortune: our firſt ſucceſs might 
not have obliged the French to ſubmit ; 
and we might have had France to con- 
quer, after we had failed in our firſt at- 
tempt to conquer Spain, and even in or- 
der to proceed to a ſecond : the French 
might have ſubmitted, and the Spaniards 
not; and whilſt the former had been em- i | 
ployed to force the latter, according to the 
tcheme of the allies ; or whilſt, the latter 
ſubmitting likewiſe, PaiLie had eva- 
cuated Spain, the high allies might have 
gone together by the ears about dividing 
the ſpoil, and diſpoſing of the crown. of 
Spain. To theſe iſſues were things brought 

by protracting the war; by retuſing to 
make peace, on the principles of the grand 
alliance at worſt, in one thouſand ſeven, 

hundred and fix; . and by refuſing to grant 

it, even on thoſe of the new plan, in one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ten. Such 

contingent events as I have mentioned 
ſtood in. proſpect before us. The end of 
the war was removed out of ſight; and 

they, who clamoured rather than argued 

for the continuation of it, contented them 
ſelves to affirm that France was not e- 
nough 


nough reduced, and that no peace ought 
to be made as long as a prince of the 
= houſe of Bourbon remained on the:Spaniſh 
IF throne. When they would think France 
enough reduced, it was impoſſible to guels, 
Whether they intended to join the Impe- 
rial and Spaniſh crowns on the head of 
X CrarLts, who had declared his irrevoca- 
ble reſolution to continue the war till the 
conditions ' inſiſted. 1 at dura 
berg were obtained ? whether they in 
tended to beſtow Spain and the Indies on 
ſome other prince? and how this great 
== alteration in their own plan ſhould be ef- 
fected by common conſent ? how poſſeſ- 
ſion ſhould” be given to Ch aries or to 
any other prince, not only of Spain but 
of all the Spaniſh dominions out of Eu- 
rope; where the attachment to ParLIe 
was at leaſt as ſtrong as in Caſtile, and 
3 where it would not be ſo eaſy, the diſtance 
X and extent of theſe dominions conſidered, 
co oblige the Spaniards to ſubmir to ano- 
ther government? Theſe points, and ma- 
ny more equally neceſſary to be determin- 
dd, and equally difficult to prepare, were 
neither determined nor prepared; ſo that 
we were reduced to carry on the war, af- 
ter the death of the emperor JostpHn, 


the 
7 
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without any 3 ſcheme agreed to as 
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the ſcheme of the future peace by the allies, if 


That of the grand alliance, we had long 
before renounced. That of the new plan 
was become ineligible ; and if it had been 


_ eligible, it would have been impracticable, 


becauſe of the diviſion it would have cre- 
ated among the allies themſelves : ſeveral 


of whom would not have conſented, not- 


withſtanding his irrevocable reſolution, 


that the emperor ſhould- be king of Spain. 
I know not what part the protracters of 
the war, in the depth of their policy, in- 


tended to take. Our nation had contri- 
| buted, and acted ſo long under the directi- 


on of their councils, for the grandeur of 


the houſe of Auſtria, like one of the heredi- 
tary kingdoms uſurped by that family, that 
it is lawful to think their intention might 


Pi 
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be to unite the Imperial and Spaniſh | 


crowns. But I rather think they had no 
very determinate view, beyond that of ö 


continuing the war as long as they could. 


The late lord Oxxoxp told me, that my | 


lord Sou Rs being preſſed, I know not on 
what occaſion nor by whom, on the unne- 
ceflary and ruinous continuation of the 
war; inſtead of giving reaſons to ſhew the 
neceſſity of it, contented himſelf to reply, 
that he had been bred up in a hatred of 
France. This was a ſtrange reply for a 
wiſe 
* 
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wiſe man : and yet I know not whether he 
could have given a better then, or whether 
any of his pupils could give a better now. 
i Tae whig Party in general acquired 
W great and juſt popularity, in the reign of 

W our CHARLES the ſecond, by the clamour 
they raiſed againſt the conduct of that 
prince in foreign affairs. They who ſuc- 


== ceeded to the name rather than the princi- 


ples of this party, after the revolution, and 
who have had the adminiſtration of the 
government in their hands with very little 
interruption ever ſince, pretending to act 


on the ſame principle, have run into an 
extreme as vicious and as contrary to all 
the rules of good policy, as that which their 


predeceſſors exclaimed againſt. The old 
whigs complained of the inglorious figure 
we made, whilſt our court was the bubble, 
and our king the penſioner of France; 
and inſiſted that the growing ambition and 
power of Lewis the fourteenth ſhould be 
= oppoſed in time. The modern whigs 
boaſted and ſtill boaſt, of the glorious fi- 
gure we made, whilſt we reduced ourſelves, 
by their councils, and under their admini- 
ſtrations, to be the bubbles of our penſi- 
- oners, that is of our allies ; and whilſt we 
meaſured our efforts in war, and the con- 
tinuation of them, without any regard » 

me” the 


the intereſts and abilities of our own coun. lf 
try; without a juſt and ſober regard, ſuch 


Europe; and, in ſhort, with a principal 


regard merely to particular intereſts at 
home and abroad, I ſay at home and 
abroad; becauſe it is not leſs true, that 
they have ſacrificed the wealth of theit 
country to the forming and maintaining a 


party at home, than that they have done 


ſo to the forming and maintaining, beyond 
all pretences of neceſſity, alliances abroad. 


_ Theſe general aſſertions may be eaſily juſ- 
tified without having recourſe to private | 
_ anecdotes, as your lordſhip will find when 
you conſider the whole ſeries of our con- 
duct in the two wars; in that which pre- 
ceded, and that which ſucceeded immedi- 
.ately the beginning of the preſent century, | 


b | 


an one as contemplates objects in their true 


light, and ſees them in their true magni. WF 
tude, to the general ſyſtem of power in 


but above all in the laſt of. them. In the 


_ adminiſtrations that preceded the revolu- 
.tion, trade had flouriſhed, and aur nation 

had grown opulent: but the general inte- 
.reſt of Europe had been too much neglect- 
ed by us; and ſlavery, under the umbrage 
of prerogative, had been well nigh eſta- 

bliſhed among us. In thoſe that have fol- 
lowed, taxes upon taxes, and debts 5 60 
uh. | ebts, 


| fix, we ſhould have reconciled, like a wiſe 
people, our foreign and our domeſtic in- 
tereſts as nearly as poſſible: we ſhould 
have ſecured the former ſufficiently, and 
not have facrificed the latter as entirely as 


cious ptetences of ſupporting a common 
cauſe againſt 'France, reducing her exor- 


; bitant power, and poizing that of Europe 
more equally in the public balance: lau- 
5 e eee. as far as they were 


real, but ſuch as, converted into 


5 mere pretences, have been productive of 
much evil; ſome of which we feel and 


have long felt, and ſome will extend it's 
conſequences to our Jateſt poſterity. The 


8 reign of prerogative: was ſhort: nd the 


evils andithe-dangers, to which we were 


expoſed by it, ended with it. But the reign 
of falſe and ſquandering policy has laſted. 
long, it laſts ſtill, and will finally complete 


our ruin. Beggary has been the conſe- 
quence of ſlavery in ſome countries : ſia- 
very will be probably the conſequence. of 
beggary in ours; and if it is ſo, we know 
at whoſe door to lay it. If we had finiſhe{ 
the war in one —— ſeven hundred and 


WC 
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debts, have been perpetually accumulated, 
1 till a ſmall number of families have grown 
a into immenſe wealth, and national beggary 
bas been brought upon us under the ſpe- 


— 


upon memory) that this progreſs coſt us, 
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we did by the proſecution of the war al. 
terwards. You will not be: able to ſee 
without aſtoniſhment, how the charge of 
the war encreaſed yearly upon us from the 
beginning of it; nor how immenſe a ſum I 
we paid in the courſe, of it to ſupply the 
deficiencies of our confederates. Your 
aſtoniſnment, and indignation too, will 
increaſe, when you come to compare the 
progreſs that was made from the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and fix excluſive- 
ly, with the expence of more than thirty 
millions (I do not exaggerate tho' I write 


to the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and eleven incluſively. Upon this view, 
your lordſhip will be perſuaded that it was 
high time to take the reſolution of making. | 
peace, when the queen thought fit to | 
change her miniſtry towards the end of | 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and | 
ten. It was high time indeed to ſave vut | 
country from abſolute inſolvency and 
bankruptcy, by putting an end to a ſcheme 
of conduct, which the prejudices of a par- 
ty, the whimſy of ſome particular men, 
the private intereſt of more, and the ambi- 
tion and avarice of our allies, who had been 
invited as it were to a ſcramble by the pre- 
| liminaries of one thouſand ſeven. hun _ 
N 34 
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| | and nine, alone maintained, The perſons 


therefore, who came into power at this 
time, hearkened, and they did well to 
hearken, to the firſt overtures that were 
made them. The diſpoſition of their ene- 
mies invited them to do ſo, but that of 


cheir friends, and that of a party at home 


bVbo had nurſed, and been nurſed by the 
war, might have deterred them from it; 
for the difficulties and dangers, to which 
chey muſt be expoſed in carrying forward 


= | this great work, could e ſcape none of 4 


them. In a letter to a friend it may be 
allowed me to ſay, that they did not 
eſcape me : and that I foreſaw, as contin- 
gent but not improbable events, a good 
part of what has happened to me ſince. 
Tho' it was a duty therefore that we owed 
to our country, to deliver her from the 
neceſſity of bearing any longer ſo unequal 
a part in fo unneceſſary a war, yet was 
there ſome.degree of merit in performing 
it. I think ſo ſtrongly in this manner, 
| Tam ſo incorrigible, my lord, that if 1 
could be placed in the ſame circumſtances 
again, I would take the ſame reſolution, 
and act the ſame part, Age and experi- 
ence might enable me to act with more 
ability, and greater ſkill ; but all I have 
ſuffered ſince the death of the queen ſhould 
MOT | not 
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not hinder me from acting.  Notwith« 
ſtanding this, I ſhall: not be ſurprized if 
you think that the peace of Utrecht. was: 
not anſwerable to the ſucceſs: of the war, 
nor to the efforts made in it. I think ſo 
myſelf, and have always owned even 
when it was making and made, that 1 
thought ſo. Since we had committed a 
ſucceſsful folly, we ought to have reaped: Þ 
more advantage from it than we did: 
and whether; we had left PI LIp, r 
placed another prince on the throne of 
Spain, we ought to have reduced. the 
power of France, and to have ſtrenghtened 
her neighbours, much more than we did. 
We ought to have reduced her power for 
generations to come, and not to have con- 
tented ourſelves with a momentary reducti· 
on of it. France was exhauſted to a great 
degree of men and money, and- her go- 
vernment had no credit: but they, who 
took this for a ſufficient reduction of her 
power, looked but a little way before 
them, and reaſoned too ſuperficially, Se- 
veral ſuch there were however; for as it 
has been ſaid, that there is no extrava- 
gancy which ſome philoſopher or other 
has not maintained, ſo your experience, 
young as you are, muſt have ſhewn you, 
that there is no abſurd extreme, into 


which 


andSTATE of EUkork. 9g 
ich our party- politicians of Great Bri- 


tain are not prone to fall, concerning 
the ſtate and conduck of public affairs. 


| | nut if France was exhauſted; ſo were we, | 
and ſo were the Dutch. Famine rendered 
her condition much more miſerable than 


ours, at one time, in appearance and in re- 
ality too. But as ſoon as this accident, that 
had diſtreſſed the French and frightened 


Luæxis the fourteenth to the utmoſt de- 


gree, and the immediate conſequences of 
it were over; it was obvious to obſerve, 
tho' few made the obſervation, that 
8 whilſt we were unable to raiſe in a year, 
| by ſome millions at leaſt, the expences of 
che year, the French were willing and able 

to bear the impoſition of the tenth, over 


and above all the other taxes that had been 
laid upon them. This obſervation had 


the weight it deſerved; and ſurely it de- 
ſerved to have ſome among thoſe who 
made it, at the time ſpoken of, and who 
did not think that the war was to be con- 


I tinued as long as a parliament could be 


prevailed on to vote money. But ſup- 
poling it to have deſerved none, ſuppofing 
the power of France to have been reduced 
as low as you pleaſe, with reſpect to her 
inward ſtate ; yet ſtill I affirm, that ſuch 
a reduction could not be permanent, and 
Was 
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was not therefore ſufficient. Whoever 
knows the nature of her government, the 
temper of her people, and the natural ad- 
vantages ſhe. has in commerce over all the 
nations that ſurround her, knows that an 
arbitrary government, and the temper of 
her people enable her on particular occa- 
ſions to throw off a loan of debt much more 
eaſily, and with conſequences much leſs to 
be feared than any 'of her neighbours can : 
that altho', in the general courſe of things, 
trade be cramped and induſtry vexed by 
this arbitrary government, yet neither one 
nor the other is oppreſſed; and the temper of 
the people, and the natural advantages of 
the country, are ſuch, that how great ſo. I 
ever her diftreſs be at any point of time, 
twenty years of tranquility ſuffice to re- 
eſtabliſh her affairs, and to enrich her a- 
gain at the expence of all the nations of 
Europe. If any one doubts of this, let him 
conſider the condition in which this King- 
dom was left by Lewis the fourteenth; 
the ſtrange pranks the late duke of Orle- 
3 played, during his regency and admi- 
gnaiſtration, with the whole ſyſtem of pub- 
41 lic revenue, and private property; and 
deen let him tell himſelf, that the revenues 
| 


- 
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of France, the tenth taken off, exceed all 
the expences of her government by many 
1 millions 


was reduced, by the laſt great war, was but 
a momentary reduction of her power: and 


= whatever real and more laſting reduction 
che treaty of Utrecht brought about in 
ſome inſtances, it was not ſufficient. The 
= power of France would not have appeared 
as great as it did, when England and Hol- 
land armed themſelves and armed all Ger- 


many againſt her, if ſhe had lain as open 
to the invaſions of her enemies, as her ene- 


mies Jay to her's. Her inward ſtrength 
was great ; but the ſtrength of thoſe fron- 
tiers which LEWIS the fourteenth was al- 
| moſt forty years in forming, and which the 
& folly of all his neighbours in their turns ſuf- 
fered him to form, made this ſtrength as 
formidable as it became. The true reduce | 
tion of the exorbitant power of France, | 
take no notice of chimerical projects about 


changing her government, conſiſted there- 


fying the barriers againſt her by the ceſſi- 
on and demolition of many more places 


TOR. EW 5 and 
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millions of livres already, and will exceed 
chem by many more in another year. 
= Upon the whole matter, my lord, the 

= low and exhauſted ſtate to which France 


fore in diſarming her frontiers, and forti- 


than ſhe yielded up at Utrecht; but not 
of more than ſhe might have been obliged 
to ſacrifice to her own immediate relief, 


I 
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was not therefore ſufficient. Whoever 
knows the nature of her government, the 
temper of her people, and the natural ad- 
vantages ſhe has in commerce over all the 
nations that ſurround her, knows that an 
arbitrary government, and the temper of 
her people enable her on particular occa- i 
fions to throw off a loan of debt much more 
* eaſily, and with conſequences much leſs to 
be feared than any of her neighbours can: 
that altho', in the general courſe of things, 
trade be cramped and induſtry vexed by 
this arbitrary government, yet neither one 
nor the other is oppreſſed; and the temper of 
the people, and the natural advantages of 
the country, are ſuch, that how great ſo. 
ever her diſtreſs be at any point of time, 
twenty years of tranquility ſuffice to re- 
eſtabliſn her affairs, and to enrich her a- 
gain at the expence of all the nations of 
Europe. If any one doubts of this, let him 
conſider the condition in which this King- 
dom was left by LEwIS the fourteenth; 
the ſtrange pranks the late duke of Orle- 
ans played, during his regency and admi- 
niſtration, with the whole ſyſtem of pub- 
lic revenue, and private property; and 
then let him tell himſelf, that the revenues 
of France, the tenth taken off, exceed all 
the expences of her government by many 

„ millions 
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millions of livres already, and will exceed 
them by many more in another year. | 


low and exhauſted ſtate to which France 
was reduced, by the laſt great war, was but 
== a momentary reduction of her power: and 
= whatever real and more laſting reduction 
the treaty of Utrecht brought about in 
ſome inſtances, it was not ſufficient: The 
= power of France would not have appeared 
as great as it did, when England and Hol- 
& land armed themſelves and armed all Ger- 
many againſt her, if ſhe had lain as open 
to the invaſions of her enemies, as her ene- 
mies Jay to her's. Her inward ftrength 
was great ; but the ſtrength of thoſe fron- 
tiers which Lewis the fourteenth was al- 
moſt forty years in forming, and which the 
folly of all his neighbours in their turns ſuf- 
fered him to form, made this ſtrength as 
formidable as it became. The true reduce 
tion of the exorbitant power of France, I 
take no notice of chimerical projects about 
changing her government, conſiſted there- 
fore in diſarming her frontiers, and forti- 
fying the barriers againſt her by the ceſſi- 
on and demolition of many more places 
than ſhe yielded up at Utrecht; but not 
of more than ſhe might have been obliged 
to ſacrifice to her own immediate relief, 
Vols 1L- © F | and 
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and to the future ſecurity of her neigh- 
bours. That ſhe was not obliged to make 
theſe ſacrifices, I affirm was owing ſolely 
to thoſe who oppoſed the peace : and I am 
willing to put my whole credit with your 
lordſhip, and the whole merits of a cauſe 
that has been ſo much conteſted, on this 
iſſue. I ſay a cauſe that has been ſo much 
conteſted ; for in truth I think it is no lon- 
ger a doubt any where, except in Britiſh 
pamphlets, whether the conduct of thoſe 
who neither declined treating, as was done 
in one thouſand ſeven hundred and fix ; 
nor pretended to treat without a deſign of 
- concluding, as was done in one thouſand 
ſeven hundred nine and ten, but carried 
the great work of the peace forward to its 
conſummation ; or the conduct of thoſe 
who oppoſed this work in every ſtep of its 
progreſs, ſaved the power of France from 
a greater and a ſufficient reduction at the 
treaty of Utrecht? The very miniſters, 
who were employed in this fatal oppoſition, 
are obliged to confeſs this truth. How 
ſhould they deny it? Thoſe of Vienna 
may complain that the emperor had not 
the entire Spaniſh monarchy, or thoſe of 
Holland that the ſtates were not made 
maſters directly and indirectly of the whole 
Low Countries. But neither they, nor 
. any 
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: any one elſe that has any ſenſe of ſhame 
about him, can deny that the late queen, 
WE tho' ſhe was reſolved to treat becaule ſne 


vas reſolved to finiſh the war, yet was to 


che utmoſt degree deſirous to treat in a per⸗ 
fect union with her allies, and to procure 


them all the reaſonable terms they could 


expect; and much better than thoſe they 


reduced themſelves to the neceſſity of ac- 
cepting, by endeavouring to wreſt the ne- 


W gotiation out of her hands. The diſ-union 


of the allies: gave France the advantages 
ſhe improved. The ſole queſtion is, 


WE who canfed this dit e and har will be - 


eaſily decided by every impartial man, who 
informs himſelf carefully of the public anec- 
dotes of that time. If the private anecdotes 


were to be laid open as well as thaſe, and I 


think it almoſt time they ſhould, the whole 


monſtrous ſcene would appear, and ſnock 


the eye of every honeſt man. I do not intend 
to deſcend into many particulars. at this 
time: but whenever I, or any other perſon 
as well informed as I, ſhall deſcend into a 


full deduction of ſuch particulars, it will 


become undeniably evident, that the moſt 
violent oppoſition imaginable, carried on by 
the Germans and the Dutch in league with 
a party in Britain, began as ſoon as the firſt + 
overtures were made to the queen; before 
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ſhe had ſo much as begun to treat: and 
was therefore an oppoſition not to this or 
that plan of treaty, but in truth to all trea- 
ty ; and eſpecially to one wherein Great 
Britain took the lead, or was to have any 
particular advantage. That the Imperi- 
aliſts meant no treaty, unleſs a preliminary 

F it was to 
ſet the crown of Spain on the emperor's 
head, will appear from this; that Prince 
EuokNE, when he came into England, 
long after the death of Josxp and eleva- 


tion of CHARLES, upon an errand moſt 
unworthy of ſo great a man, treated always 


on this ſuppoſition : and I remember with 
how much inward impatience I aſſiſted at 
conferences held with him concerning quo- 
tas for renewing the war in Spain, in the 


very ſame room, at the cockpit, where the 


queen's miniſters had been told in plain 
terms, a little before, by thoſe of other al- 
lies, that their maſters would not conſent 


that the Imperial and Spaniſh crowns 


© ſhould unite'on the ſame head.* That 
the Dutch were not averſe to all treaty, 
but meant none wherein Great Britain 
was ta have any particular advantage, will 


ared himſelf ready and authorized to ſtop 
the oppoſition made to the queen's mea- 
R 1 ſures, 


M from this; that their miniſter de- 
c 
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fures, by preſenting a memorial, wherein he 
would declare, that his maſters entered 
into them, and were reſolved not n 
tinue the war for the recovery of Spain, 
provided the queen would conſent that 
| © they ſhould garriſon Gibraltar and Port- 
| © mahon jointly with us, and ſhare equally 
© the Aſſiento, the South Sea ſhip, and 
| © whatever ſhould be granted by the Spa- 
* niards to the queen and her ſubjects.” 
That the whigs engaged in this league with 
foreign powers againſt their country, as 
well as their queen, and with a phrenzy 
more unaccountable than that which made 
and maintained the ſolemn league and co- | 
venant formerly, will appear from this; 
that their attempts were directed not only 
to wreſt the negotiations out of the queen's. 
hands, but to oblige their country to carry 
on the war, on the ſame unequal foot that 
had coſt her already about twenty millions 
more than ſhe ought to have contribu- 
ted to it. For they not y cantinued 
to abet the emperor, whoſe inability to ſup- 
ply his quota was confeſſed ; but the 
Dutch likewiſe, after the Rates had refuſed 
to ratify the treaty their miniſter ſigned at 
London towards the end of the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eleven, and by 
which the queen united herſelf more cloſe- 
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ly than ever to them; engaging to purſue 
the war, to conclude the peace, and to gu- 
aranty it, when concluded, jointly with 
them; provided they would keep the 
© engagements they had taken with her, 
and the conditions of proportionate ex- 
© pence under which our nation had entered 
into the war.“ Upon ſuch ſchemes as 
theſe was the oppoſition to the treaty of 
Utrecht carried on : and the means em- 
ployed, and the means projected to be em- 
ployed, were worthy of ſuch ſchemes ; 
open, direct, and indecent defiance of legal 
authority, ſecret conſpiracies againſt the 
ſtate, and baſe machinations againſt parti- 
cular men, who had no other crime than 
that of endeavouring to conclude a war, 
under the authority of the queen, which a 
party in the nation endeavoured to prolong, 


485 againſt her authority. Had the good po- 


licy of concluding the war been doubtful, 
it was certainly as lawful for thoſe who 
though: i. good to adviſe it, as it had been 
for thoſe who thought it bad to adviſe the 
contrary: and the deciſion of the ſovereign 


on the throne ought to have terminated 


the conteſt. But he who had judged by 
the appearances of things on one fide,” at 
that time, would have been apt to think, 
that putting an end to the war, or to Mag- 
99s; 2 na 
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na Charta, was the ſame thing; that the 
queen on the throne had no right to go- 
vern independently of her ſucceſſor; nor 
any of her ſubjects a right to adminiſter | 
the government, under her, tho? called to it 
by her, except thoſe whom ſhe had thought 
fit to lay aſide. Extravagant as theſe prin- 


ciples are, no other could juſtify the con- 


duct held at that time by thoſe who op- 
poſed the peace: and as I ſaid juſt now, 
that the phrenzy of this league was more 
unaccountable than that of the ſolemn 
league and covenant, I might have added, 
that it was not very many degrees leſs cri- 
. minal. Some of thoſe, who charged the 
queen's miniſters, after her death, with ima- 
ginary treaſons, had been guilty during her 
life of real treaſons: and I can compare 
the folly and violence of the ſpirit that pre- 
vailed at that time, both before the conclu- 
ſion of the peace and under pretence of 
danger to the ſucceſſion after it, to nothing 
more nearly than to the folly and vio- 
lence of the ſpirit that ſeized the tories ſoon 
after the acceſſion of GEoRGE the firſt, 


The latter indeed, which was provoked by _ 
| umjuſt and impolitic perſecution, broke out 


in open rebellion. The former might have 
done ſo, if the queen had lived a little 
n ᷣͤ 4 
ft F 4 In 


104 A Sketch of the HisTory 7 
T obſtinate adherence of the Dutch 


to this league, in oppoſition to the queen, 


rendered the conferences of Utrecht, when 
they were opened, no better than mock 
conferences. Had the men who governed 
that commonwealth been wiſe and honeſt 
- enough to unite, at leaſt then, cordially 


with the queen, and ſince they could not 


hinder a congreſs, to a& in concert with 


her in it; we ſhould have been ſtill in 


time to maintain a ſufficient union among 
the allies, and a ſufficient ſuperiority over 
the French. All the ſpecific demands that 


the former made, as well as the Dutch 


_ themſelves, either to incumber the negotia- 
tion, or to have in reſerve, according to the 
artifice uſually employed on ſuch occaſions, 

certain points from which to depart in the 


courſe of it with advantage, would not have 
been obtained; but all the eſſential de- 


mands, all in particular that were really 
neceſſary to ſecure the barriers in the Low 
Countries and of the four circles againſt 


France, would have been ſo. For France 


muſt have continued, in this caſe, rather rn 
ſue for peace, than to treat on an equal 
foot, The firſt dauphin, ſon of Lewis 
the fourteenth, died ſeveral months before 
this congreſs began : the ſecond dauphin, 
his grandſon, and the wife and the * 
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ſon of this prince, died, ſoon after it began, 
of the ſame unknown diſtemper, and were 
buried together in tbe ſame grave. Such 
family misfortunes, following a long ſeries 
of national misfortunes, made the old king, 
tho? he bore them with much ſeeming 
magnanimity, deſirous to get out of the 
war at any tolerable rate, that he might not 
run the riſque of leaving a child of five 
years old, the preſent king, engaged in it. 
The queen did all that was morally pofli- 
ble, except giving up her honour in the 
negotiation, and the intereſts of her ſubjects - 
in the conditions of peace, to procure this - 
union with the ſtates general. But all ſhe 
could do was vain ; and the ſame phren- - 
Zy, that had hindered the Dutch from im- 
proving to their and to the common ad- 
vantage the public misfortunes of France, 
hindered them from improving to the ſame - 
purpoſes the private misfortunes - of the 
houſe of Bourbon. They continued to 
flatter themſelves that they ſhould force 
the queen out of her meaſures, by their in- 
trigues with the party in Britain who op- 
poſed theſe meaſures, and even raiſe an : 
inſurrection againſt her. But theſe in- 
trigues, and thoſe of prince Evgens, were 
known and diſappointed ; and monſieur 
Buys had the mortification to be reproach- 
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ed with them publicly, when he came to 
take leave of the lords of the council, by 
the earl of OxrorD ; who entered into 
many particulars that could not be denied, 
of the private tranſactions of this ſort, to 
which Buys had been a party, in compli. 


ſucceſs of the congreſs by the events of the 
campaign, But inſtead of defeating the 
ſucceſs of the congreſs, the events of the 


in favour of France, At the beginning of 
the year, the queen and the ſtates, in con. 
cert, might have given the law to friend 
and foe, with great advantage to the for- 
mer; and with ſuch a detriment to the 
latter, as the cauſes of the war rendered 
juſt, the events of it reaſonable, and the 
objects of it neceſſary, At the end of the 
year, the allies were no longer in a ſtate of 
giving, nor the French of receiving the 
law; "and the Dutch had recourſe to the 
queen's good offices, when they could op- 


and with {ome elfe tor them. 


ance with his inſtructions, and as I believe, 
much againſt his own ſenſe and inclinations. 
As the ſeaſon for taking the field ad- 
vanced, the league propoſed to defeat the 


campaign ſerved only to turn this ſuccefs 


ofe and durſt inſult her no longer. Even 
then, theſe offices were employed with Zeal, 


Tus 
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Tus the war ended, much more fa- 


vourably to France than ſhe expected, or 


8 they who put an end to it deſigned. The 
W queen would have humbled and weakened 
this power. The allies who oppoſed her 


would have cruſhed it, and have raiſed ano» 
ther as exorbitant on the ruins of it. Nei- 


ther one nor the other ſucceeded, and they 


who meant to ruin the French power pre- 
ſerved it, by oppoſing thoſe who meant to 


reduce it. 


SIN ck I have mentioned ta 3 of : 


the year one thouſand feven hundred and 
twelve, and the deciſive turn they gave to 
the negotiations in. favour of France, give 


me leave to ſay ſomething: more on this 


ſubject. You will, find that I ſhall do ſo 


with much impartiality. The diſaſtrous 
events of this campaign in the Low Coun- 


tries, and the conlequences of thern,. have 


been imputed to the ſeparation of the Bri- 
tiſh troops from the army of the allies. 


The clamour againſt this meaſure was great 


at that time, and the prejudices which this 


clamour raiſed are great ſtill among ſome 


men. But as clamour raiſed theſe preju- 


dices, other prejudices gave birth to this 


> 


clamour : and it is no wonder they ſhould 


do ſo among perſons bent on continuing 
the war; Lance: I. own very freely, that 


when 
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when the firſt ſtep that led to this ſeparati- 
on came to my knowledge, which was not 
an hour, by the way, before I writ by the 
queen's order to the duke of Ox Mord, in 
the very words in which the order was ad- 
viſed and given, that he ſhould not en- 
gage in any ſiege, nor hazard a battle 
© till further order, I was ſurprized and | 
hurt. So much, that if I had an oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking in private to the queen, 
after I had received monſieur DR Toxcy's | 
letter to me on the ſubject, and before ſhe 
went into the council, I ſhould have ſ 
ken to her I think, in the firſt heat, againſt 
it. The truth is however, that the ſtep 
was juſtifiable at that point of time in 
every reſpect, and therefore that the con- 
ſequences are to be charged to the account 


of thoſe who drew them on themſelves, 


not to the account of the queen, nor of the 
miniſter who adviſed her. The ſtep was 
juſtificable to the allies ſurely, ſince the 
queen took no more upon her, no not ſo 
much by far, in making it, as many of 
them had done by ſuſpending, or endan- 


gering, or defeating operations in the heat 
of the war, when they declined to ſend their 


troops, or delayed the march of them, or 
neglected the preparations they were 0- 
bliged to make, on the moſt frivolous pre- 

o tences 
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tences. Your lordſhip will find in the 
courſe of your enquiries many particular 
inſtances of what is here pointed out in ge- 
neral. But I cannot help deſcending into 
ſome few of thoſe that regard the emperor 
and the ſtates general], who cried the loud- 
eſt and with the molt effect, tho? they had 
the leaſt reaſon, on account of their own 
conduct, to complain of the queen's. With 
what face could the emperor, for inſtance, 
preſume to complain of the orders ſent to 
the duke of Ox MOND? I ſay nothing of 
his deficiences, which were ſo great, that he 
had at this very time little more than one 
regiment that could be ſaid properly to 
act againſt France and Spain at his fole 
charge; as J affirmed to prince Euctens 
before the lords of the council, and demon- 
ſtrated upon paper the next day. I ſay no- 
thing of all that preceded the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeven, on 
which I ſhould have much to ſay. But I 
deſire your lordſhip only to conſider, what 
you will find to have paſſed after the fa- 
mous year one thoufand ſeven hundred 
and ſix. Was it with the queen's appro- 
bation or againſt her will, that the em- 
peror made the treaty for the evacuation 
of Lombardy, and let out ſo great a num- 
ber of French regiments time enough to 


recruit 
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recruit themſelves at home, to march into 
Spain, and to deſtroy the Britiſh forces at 
Almanza? Was it with her approbation or 
againſt her will, that inſtead of employing 
all his forces and all his endeavours, to 
make the greateſt deſign of the whole war, 
the enterprize on Thoulon, ſucceed, he de- 
tached twelve thouſand men to reduce the 
kingdom of Naples, that muſt have fallen 
of courle? and that an opportunity of ruin- 
ing the whole maritime force of France, and. 
of ruining or ſubduing her provinces on that 
ſide, was loſt? merely by this unneceſſary 
diverſion, and by the conduct of prince 
EucENRE, which left no room to doubt that 
he gave occaſion to this fatal diſappoint» 
ment on purpoſe, and in concert with the 
court of Vienna. 

Tus your eyes, my lord, on the con- 
duct of the ſtates, and you will find reaſon 
to be aſtoniſhed at the arrogance of the 
men who governed in them at this time, 


and who preſumed to exclaim againſt a 


een of Great Britain, for doing what 
their deputies had done more than once in 
that very country, and in the courſe of that 
very war, In the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and twelve, at the latter end of 
a war, when conferences for treating a peace 
were opened, when the leaſt ſiniſter event 
in 
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in the field would take off from that ſupe- 
riority which the allies had in the congreſs, 
and when the paſt ſucceſs of the war had 
already given them as much of this ſuperi- 

ority as they wanted to obtain a ſafe, ad- 5 

vantageous, honourable and laſting peace, 
the queen directed her general to ſuſpend 
till further order the Operations of her 
troops. In one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and three, in the beginning of a war, when 
ſomething was to be riſqued or no ſucceſs 
to be expected, and when the bad ſituation 
of affairs in Germany and Italy required in 
a particular manner, that efforts ſhould be 
made in the Low Countries, and that the 
war ſhould not languiſh there whilſt it was 
unſucceſsful evety where elſe ; the duke of 
'MariBoroven: determined to attack the 
French, but the dutch deputies would not 
ſuffer their troops to go on; defeated his 
deſign in the very moment of it's execu- 
tion, if I remember well, and gave no 
other reaſon for their proceeding than that 

which is a reaſon againſt every battle, the | 
poſſibility of being beaten. The circum- 
tance of proximity to their frontier was 
urged I know, and it was ſaid, that their 
"Provinces would be expoſed to the incur- 
ſions of the French if they loſt the battle. 
But beſides other anſwers to this vain pre- 
_ tence, 
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tence, it was obvious that they had ven- 
tured battles as near home as this would 
have been fought, and that the way to re- 
move the enemy farther off was by action 
not inaction. Upon the whole matter; 
the Dutch deputies ſtopped the progreſs of 
the confederate army at this time, by ex- 
erciſing an arbitrary and independent au- 
thority over the troops of the ſtates. In 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and five, when 
the ſucceſs of the preceding campaign 
ſhould have given them an entire confidence 
in the duke of MARLBOROUOGH's conduct, 
when returning from the Moſelle to the 
Low Countries, he began to make himſelf 
and the common cauſe amends, for the 
diſappointment which pique and jealouſy 
in the prince of BADEN, or uſual ſloth and 
negligence in the Germans, had occaſioned 
juſt before, by forcing the French lines; 
when he was in the full purſuit of this ad- 
vantage, and when he was marching to at- 
tack an enemy halt defeated, and more than 
half diſpirited; nay when he had made 
his diſpoſitions for attacking, and part of 
his troops had paſſed the Dyle—the depu- 
ties of the ſtates once more tyed up his 
hands, took from him an opportunity too 
fair to be loſt; for theſe, I think, were 
ſome of the terms of his complaint: and 
| in 
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in ſhort the confederacy received an affront 
at leaſt, where we might have obtained a 
victory. Let this that has been ſaid ſerve 
as a ſpecimen of the independency on the 
queen, her councils, and her generals, with 
which theſe powers acted in the courſe of 
the war ; who were not aſhamed to find 
fault that the queen, once, and at the latter 
end of it, preſumed to ſuſpend the opera- 


tions of her troops till farther order. But 


be it that they foreſaw what this farther or- 
der would be. They foreſaw then, that 
as ſoon as Dunkirk ſhould be put into the 
| queen's hands, ſhe would conſent to a ſuf- 
penſion of arms for two months, and in- 
vite them to do the ſame. Neither this 
| foreſight, nor the ſtrong declaration which. 
the biſhop of Briſtol made by the queen's 


order at Utrecht, and which ſhewed them 


that her reſolution was taken not to ſubmit 
to the league into which they had entered 
againſt her, could prevail on them to make 
a right uſe of theſe two months, by endea- 
vouring to renew their union and good un- 
derſtanding with the queen; tho? I can ſay 
with the greateſt truth, and they could not 
doubt of it at the time, that ſhe would have - 
gone more than half-way to meer them, 
and that her miniſters would have done 
their utmoſt to bring it about, Even then 
5 | IS | we 
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we might have reſumed the ſuperiority wil 
began to loſe in the congreſs ; for thei 
queen, and the ſtates uniting, the principal 
allies would have united with them : and, 
in this caſe, it would have been ſo much 
the intereſt of France to avoid any chance 
of ſeeing the war renewed, that ſhe muſt, 
and ſhe would, have made ſure of peace, 
during the ſuſpenſion, on much worſe 
terms for herſelf and for Spain, than ſhe 
made it afterwards. But the prudent and 
ſober ſtates continued to act like froward 
children, or like men drunk with reſent- 
ment and paſſion ; and ſuch will the con- 
duct be of the wiſeſt governments in every 
circumſtance, where a ſpirit of faction and 
of private intereſt prevails, among thoſe 
Who are at the head, over reaſon of ſtate, 
After laying aſide all decency in their beha- 
viour towards the queen, they laid aſide all 
caution for themſelves. They declared 
& they would carry on the war without 
% her.** Landrecy ſeemed, in their eſteem, 
of more importance'than Dunkirk : and 
the opportunity of waſting ſome French 
provinces, or of putting the whole event of 
the war on the deciſion of another battle, 
preferable to the other meaſure, that lay 
open to them; that, I mean, of trying, in 
good earneſt, and in an honeſt concert ** 
ke | te the 


\ 
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the Queen, during the ſuſpenſion of arms, 
whether ſuch terms of peace, as ought to 
ſatisfy them and the other allies, might not 
be impoſed on Frances? 
I x the confederate army had broke into 
= France, the campaign before this, or in any 
former campaign; and if the Germans 

and the Dutch had exerciſed then the ſame 
inhumanity, as the French had exerciſed in 
their provinces in former wars; if they 
had burned Verſailles, and even Paris, and 
if they had diſturbed the aſhes of the dead 
princes that repoſe at Saint Denis, every 


4 


ſuch cruelties inſpire: no man could have 
ſaid that the retaliation was unjuſt. Bur in 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and twelve, it 
was too late, in every reſpect, to meditate 
ſuch projects. If the French had been un- 
prepared to defend their frontier, either for 
want of means, or in a vain confidence that 
the peace would be made, as Our king | 
CHarLEs the ſecond was unprepared to 
defend his coaſt at the latter end of his 
firſt war with Holland, the allies might 
have played a ſure game in ſatisfying their 
-vengeance on the French, as the Dutch did 
on us in one thouſand ſix hundred and ſixty 
ſeven; and impoſing harder terms on 
them, than thoſe they offered, or would 
1 nas 


ood man would have felt the horror, that 
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have accepted. But this was not the caſe. 
The French army was, I believe, more nu- 
merous than the army of the allies, even 
before ſeparation, and certainly in much a 
better condition than two or three years be- 
* fore, when a deluge of blood was ſpilt to 
diſlodge them, for we did no more, at Mal- 
1 Would the Germans and the 
utch have found it more eaſy to force 
khem at this time, than it was at that? 
Would not the French have fought with as 
much obſtinacy to ſave Paris, as they did 
to ſave Mons? and, with all the regard to 
the duke of OR MOND and to prince Eu- 
GENE, was the abſence of the duke of 
MaARLBOROUOH of no conſequence? Turn 
this affair every way in your thoughts, my 
lord, and you will find that the Germans. 
and the Dutch had nothing in theirs, but 
to break, at any rate, and at any riſque, the 
negotiations that were begun, and to re- 
duce Great Britain to the neceſſity of con- 
tinuing, what ſhe had been too long, a pro- 
vince of the confederacy. A province in- 
deed, and not one of the beſt treated; ſince 
the confederates aſſumed a right of obliging 
her to keep her pacts with them, and of 
diſpenſing with their obligations to her; 
of e den her, without rule, or propor- 
tion, or meaſure, in the ſupport of a war, 
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; to which ſhe alone contributed more t | 
all of them, and in which ſhe had no longer 


an immediate intereſt, nor even any remote 


intereſt that was not common, or, with re- 
ſpect ro her, very dubious; and, after all 


W this, of complaining that the Queen pre- 
W ſured to hearken to overtures of peace, 
and to ſet a negotiation on foot, whilſt their 


humour and ambition required that the 


W war ſhould be prolonged for an indefinite 
We time, and for a purpoſe that was either bad 


or indeterminate. 


Tux ſuſpenſion of arms, that began in | 


the Low Countries, was continued and ex- 


tended afterwards by the act I ſigned at 
| Fontainebleau. The fortune of the war 
turned at the ſame time: and all thoſe diſ- 
graces followed, which obliged the Dutch 


to treat, and to deſire the aſſiſtance of the 


Queen, whom they had ſet at defiance ſo 
| lately. This aſſiſtance they had, as ef- 
fectually as it could be given in the cir- 


cumſtances, to which they had reduced 


themſelves, and the whole alliance: and 


the peace of Great Britain, Portugal, Sa- 


voy, Pruſſia, and the States General, was 


made, without his Imperial majefty*s con- 


currence, in the ſpring of one thouſand ſe- 


ven hundred and thirteen; as it might have 


been made, much more advantageouſly for 
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them all, in that of one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and twelve. Leſs obſtinacy on 
the part of the States, and perhaps more 
deciſive reſolutions on the part of the 


Queen, would have wound up all theſe di- 
vided threads in one, and have finiſned this 
great work much ſooner and better. I ſay, 


perhaps more deciſive reſolutions on the 


part of the Queen; becauſe, altho' I think 
that I ſhould have conveyed her orders for 


ſigning a treaty of peace with France, be- 


fore the armies took the field, much more 
willingly, than I executed them afterwards 


in ſigning that of the ceſſation of arms; yet 


do not preſume to decide, but ſhall deſire 


your lordſhip to do ſo, on a review of all 


mention 


Tun league made for protracting the 


war having oppoſed the Queen to the ut- 


moſt of their power, and by means of every 


ſort, from the firſt appearances of a nego- 


tiation; the general effect, of this violent 
oppoſition, on her and her miniſters was, 


to make them proceed by ſlower and more 
cautious ſteps: the particular effect of it 
was, to oblige them to open the eyes of 
the nation, and to inflame the people with 
a deſire of peace, by ſhewing, in the moſt 
public and ſolemn manner, how unequally 


we were burdened, and how unfairly we 


Were 
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were treated by our allies. The firſt gave 


conduct, which encouraged the league, and 
gave vigour to the oppoſitition, The ſe- 
cond irritated the Dutch particularly; for 
the emperor and the other allies had the 


2 
\ 


| 
\ 


an air of diffidence and timidity to their 


modeſty at leaſt, not to pretend to bear any 


proportion in the expence of the war: and 
thus the two powers, whoſe union was the 


moſt eſſential, were the moſt at variance, and 


the Queen was obliged to act in a cloſer 


concert with her enemy who deſired peace, 
than ſhe would have done if her allies had 


beenleſs obſtinately bent to protract the war. 


During theſe tranſactions, my lord Ox- 


FORD, Who had his correſpondencies apart, 


and a private thread of negotiation always 


in his hands, entertained hopes that Pat- 


iir would be brought to abandon Spain 


in favour of his father-in-law, and to con- 
tent himſelf with the ſtates of that prince, 


the kingdom of Sicily, and the preſervation 


of his right of ſucceſſion to the crown of 
France. Whether my lord had any par- 


ticular reaſons for entertaining theſe hopes, 


beſides the general reaſons founded on the 
cond tion of France, on that of the Bour- 
bon family, and on the diſpoſition of LE w- 


is the fourteenth, I doubt very much. 


That Lewis, who ſought, and had need 
of ſeeking peace, almoſt at any rate, and 


Who 
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who ſaw that he could not obtain it, even 
of the Queen, unleſs PHIL Ir abandoned 

immediately the crown of Spain, or aban. 
doned immediately, by renunciation and a 
ſolemn act of excluſion, all pretenſion to 


that of France; that Lewis was deſirous 
of the former, I cannot doubt. That PRI - 

LIP would have abandoned Spain, with the 
_ equivalents that have been mentioned, ot 
either of them, I believe likewiſe; if the | 
preſent king of France had died, when his 
father, mother, and eldeſt brother did: 
for they all had the ſame diſtemper. But | 


Lx wIs would uſe no violent means to force 
his grandſon; the Queen would not con- 


tinue the war to force him; PnILIp was 


too obſtinate, and his wife too ambitious, 
to quit the crown ot Spain, when they had 
diſcovered our weakneſs, and felt their own 
ſtrength in that country, by their ſucceſs in 
the campaign of one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ten: after which my lord Sr Ax- 
HOPE himſelf was convinced that Spain 
could not be conquered, nor kept, if it was 
_ conquered, without a much greater army, 
than it was poſſible for us to ſend thi- 
ther. In that ſituation it was wild to ima- 
gine, as the earl of OxrorD imagined, or 
pretended to imagine, that they would quit 


the crown of Spain, for a remote and un- 


certain proſpect of ſucceeding to that of 


France 
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and STATE Of EUROPE. 121 
France, and to content themſelves to be, 
in the mean time, princes of very ſmall _ 
dominions. PHILI therefore, after ſtrug- 
gling long that he might not be obliged to 
make his option till the ſucceſſion of France 
y open to him, was obliged to make it, 
and made it, for Spain. Now this, my 
lord, was the very criſis of the negotiation : 
and to this point I apply what I ſaid above 
of the effect of more deciſive reſolutions 
on the part of the Queen. It was plain, 
that, if ſhe had made the campaign in con- 
cert with her allies, ſhe could be no longer 
miſtreſs of the negotiations, nor have al- 
moſt a chance for conducting them to the 
iſſue ſhe propoſed, Our ill ſucceſs in the 
ficld would have rendered the French leſs 
tractable in the congreſs : our good ſucceſs 
there would have rendered the allies ſo. 
On this principle-the Queen ſuſpended the 
operations of her troops, and then con- 
cluded the ceſſation. 1 9 8 07 

ComPaRE now the appearances and ef. 
feet of this meaſure, with the appearances 
and effect that another meaſure would have 
had. In order to arrive at any peace, it was 
neceſſary to do what the Queen did, or to 
do more: and, in order to arrive at a good 
one, it was neceſſary to be prepared to car- 
ry on the war, as well as to make a ſhew 


of. it; for ſhe had the hard taſk upon her, 
Vor II. 8 „00 
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who ſaw that he could not obtain it, even 
of the Queen, unleſs PaiL1e abandoned 
immediately the crown of Spain, or aban. 
doned immediately, by renunciation and a 
ſolemn act of excluſion, all pretenſion to 
that of France; that Lewis was deſirous 
of the former, I cannot doubt. That Phi- 


LIP would have abandoned Spain, with the 

ce equivalents that have been mentioned, of | 
either of them, I believe likewiſe; if the 
preſent king of France had died, when his | 


father, mother, and eldeſt brother did: 
for they all had the ſame diſtemper. But 


LEWIS would uſe no violent means to force | 


his grandſon z the Queen would not con- 


tinue the war to force him; PRHILI was 


too obſtinate, and his wife too ambitious, 
to quit the crown of Spain, when they had 
diſcovered our weakneſs, and felt their own 
ſtrength in that country, by their ſucceſs in 
the campaign of one thouſand ſeven hun- 


dred and ten: after which my lord STan- | 


HOPE himſelf was convinced that Spain 
could not be conquered, nor kept, if it was 
conquered, without a much greater army, 
than it was poſlible for us to ſend thi- 
ther. In that ſituation it was wild to ima- 
gine, as the earl of OxrorD imagined, or 
pretended to imagine, that they would quit 
the crown of Spain, for a remote and un- 
certain proſpect of ſucceeding to that of 


France 
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France, and to content themſelves to be, 
in the mean time, princes of very ſmall 
dominions. Pnr1L1y therefore, after ftrug- 
eling long that he might not be obliged to 
make his option till the ſucceſſion of France 
ny open to him, was obliged to make it, 
and made it, for Spain. Now this, my 
lord, was the very criſis of the negotiation : 
and to this point I apply what I ſaid above 
of the effect of more deciſive reſolutions 
on the part of the Queen. It was plain, 
that, if ſhe had made the campaign in con- 
cert with her allies, ſhe could be no longer 
miſtreſs of the negotiations, nor have al- 
moſt a chance for conducting them to the 
iſſue ſhe propoſed. Our ill ſucceſs in the 
field would have rendered the French leſs 
tractable in the congreſs : our good ſucceſs 
there would have rendered the allies ſo. 
On this principle the Queen ſuſpended the 
operations of her troops, and then con- 
cluded the ceſſation. | 

ComMPaARE now the appearances and 5 
fect of this meaſure, with the appearances 
and effect that another meaſure would have 
had. In order to arrive at any peace, it was 
neceſſary to do what the Queen did, or to 
do more: and, in order to arrive at a good 
one, it was neceſſary to be prepared to car- 
ry on the war, as well as to make a ſhew 


of-it ; for ſhe had the hard taſk upon her, 
Vor. II. G . of 
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of guarding againſt her allies, and her ene- 
mies both. But in that ferment, when 
few men conſidered any thing coolly, the 
conduct of her general, after he took the 
field; tho' he covered the allies in the ſiege 
of Queſnoy, correſponded ill, in appear- 
ance, with the declarations of carrying on 
the war vigorouſly, that had been made, 


on ſeveral occaſions, before the campaign 


opened. It had an air of double dealing; 


and as ſuch it paſſed among thoſe, who 
did not combine in their thoughts all the 
circumſtances of the conjuncture, or who 


were infatuated with the notional neceſſity 


of continuing the war. The clamour 
could not have been greater, if the Queen 
hraad ſigned her peace ſeparately : and, I 
think the appearances might have been ex- 
plained, as favourably in one caſe, as in the 
other. From the death of the emperor 


Joskpn, it was neither our intereſt, nor the 


common intereſt, well underſtood, to ſet 


the crown of Spain on the preſent empe- 


ror's head. As ſoon therefore as PRILIP 
had made his option, and if ſhe had taken 


this reſolution early, his option would haye 


been ſooner made, I preſume that the 
Queen might have declared, that ſhe would 


not continue the war an hour longer to 


that 


I 
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that the engagements ſhe had taken whilſt 
he was archduke, bound her no more; 
that, by his acceſſion to the empire, the 
very nature of them was altered; that ſhe 
took effectual meaſures to prevent, in any 
future time, an union of the crowns of 
France and Spain; and, upon the ſame 
principle, would not conſent, much leſs 
fight, to bring about an immediate union 
of the Imperial and Spaniſh crowns; that 
they, who inſiſted to protract the war, in- 
tended this union; that they could intend 
nothing elſe, ſince they ventured to break 
with her rather than to treat, and were ſo 
eager to put the reaſonable ſatisfaction, that 
they might have in every other caſe with- 
out hazard, on the uncertain events of war; 
that ſhe would not be impoſed on any lon- 
ger in this manner, and that ſhe had or- 
dered her miniſters to ſign her treaty with 
France, on the ſurrender of Dunkirk into 
her hands; that ſhe pretended not to pre- 
ſcribe to her allies, but that ſhe had inſiſted, 
in their behalf, on certain conditions, that 
France was obliged to grant to thoſe of 
them, who ſhould ſign their treaties at the 
ſame time as ſhe did, or who ſhould con- 
ſent to an immediate ceſſation of arms, 
and during the ceſſation treat under her 
mediation, There had been more frank- 
es i | nels, 
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neſs, and more dignity in this proceeding, 
and the effect muſt have been more advan- 


tageous. France would have granted 
more for a ſeparate peace, than for a ceſ- 


lation: and the Dutch would have been 


more influenced by the proſpect of one, 
than of the other; eſpecially ſince this 


proceeding would have been very different 
from theirs at Munſter, and at Nimeghen, 
where they abandoned their allies, without 


any other pretence than the particular ad- 
vantage they found in doing fo. A ſuſ- 
| Penſion of the operations of the Queen's 
troops, nay a ceſſation of arms between 
her and France, was not definitive; and 
they might, and they did, hope to drag 
her back under their, and the German yoke. 
This therefore was not ſufficient to check 
their obſtinacy, nor to hinder them from 
making all the unfortunate haſte they did 
make to get themſelves beaten at Denain. 
But they would poſſibly have laid aſide their 
_ vain hopes, if they had ſeen the Queen's 
miniſters ready to ſign her treaty of peace, 
and thoſe of ſome principal allies ready to 

ſign at the ſame time; in which caſe the 

miſchief, that followed, had been prevented, 

and better terms of peace had been obtain- 
ed tor the confederacy : a prince of the 


houſe of Bourbon, who could never be 


king 
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king of France, would have fat, on the 
Spaniſh throne, inſtead of an emperor : 
the Spaniſh ſcepter would have been weak- 
ened in the hands of one, and the Impe- 
rial ſcepter would have been ſtrengthened 
in thoſe of the other : France would have 
had no opportunity of recovering from 
former blows, nor of finiſhing a long un- 
ſucceſsful war by two ſucceisful campaigns: 
her ambition, and her power, would have 
declined with her old king, and under the 
minority that followed : one of them at 
leaſt might have been ſo reduced by the 
terms of peace, if the defeat of the allies 


in one thouſand ſeven hundred and twelve, 


and the loſs of ſo many towns as the 


French took 1n that and the following year, 


had been prevented, that the other would 
have been no longer formidable, even ſup- 
poling it to have continued; whereas I 
ſuppoſe that the tranquility of Europe is 


more due, at this time, to want of ambi- 


tion, than to want of power, on the part 


of France. But, to carry the compariſon 
of theſe two meaſures to the end, it ma 

be ſuppoſed that the Dutch would have 
taken the ſame part, on the Queen's de- 
claring a ſeparate peace, as they took on 


her declaring a ceſſation. The preparati - 


ons for the campaign in the Low Countries 
3 were 
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were made; the Dutch, like the other 
confederates, had a Juſt confidence in their 
own troops, and an unjuſt contempt for 
thoſe of the enemy; they were tranſported 
from their uſual ſobriety and caution by the 
ambitious profpect of large acquiſitions, 
which had been opened artfully to them; 
the reſt of the confederate army was com- 
poſed of Imperial and German troops: fo 
that the Dutch, the Imperialiſts, and the 
other Germans, having an intereſt to decide 
which was no longer the intereſt of the 
whole confederacy, they might have united 
againſt the Queen in one caſe, as they did 
in the other; and the miſchief, that fol- 
lowed to them and the common cauſe, 
might not have been prevented. This 
might have been the caſe, no doubt. 
They might have flattered themſelves that 
they ſhould be able to break into France, 
and to force PriLiy, by the diſtreſs 
brought on his grandfather, to reſign the 
crown of Spain to the emperor, even af- 
ter Great Britain, and Portugal, and Sa- 
voy too perhaps, were drawn out of the 
war; for theſe princes defired as little, as 
the Queen, to ſee the Spantſh crown on 
the emperor's head. But, even in this 
caſe, tho' the madneſs would have been 
greater, the effect would not have been 
8 . | = worſe. 
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worſe. The Queen would have been able 
to ſerve theſe confederates as well by be- 
ing mediator in the negotiations, as they 
left it in her power to do, by being a par- 
ty in them: and Great Britain would have 
had the advantage of being delivered ſo 
much ſooner from a burden, which whimſi- 
cal and wicked politics had impoſed, and 
continued upon her, till it was become in- 
tolerable. Of theſe two meaſures, at the 
time when we might have taken either, 
there were perſons who thought the laſt 
preferable to the former. But it never 
came into public debate. Indeed it never 
could; too much time having been loſt in 
Waiting for the option of PHILIr, and 
the ſuſpenſion and ceſſation having been 
brought before the council rather as a 
meaſure taken, than a matter to be de- 
bated. If your lordſhip, or any one elſe, 
ſhould judge, that, in ſuch circumſtan- 
ces as thoſe of the confederacy in the be- 
ginning of one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and twelve, the latter meaſure ought to 
have been taken, and the Gordian knot 
to have been cut, rather than to- ſuffer a 
mock treaty to languiſh on, with ſo much 
advantage to the French as the diſunion 
of the allies gave them; in ſhort, if ſlow- 
neſs, perplexity, inconſiſtency, and inde- 

= on 
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ciſion ſhould be objected, in ſome inſtan- 


ces, to the Queen's councils at that time; 


if it ſhould be ſaid particularly, that ſhe 
did not obſerve the preciſe moment when 
the conduct of the league formed againſt 
her, being expoſed to mankind, would 
have juſtified any part ſhe ſhould have 
taken (tho? ſhe declared, ſoon after the 
moment was paſſed, that this conduct had 
ſet her free from all her engagements) and 
when ſhe ought to have taken that of 
drawing, by one bold meaſure, her allies 
out of the war, or herſelf out of the con- 
federacy, before ſhe loſt her influence on 
France; if all this ſhouid be objected, yet 
would the proofs brought to ſupport theſe 
objections ſhew, that we were better al- 
lies than politicians ; that the deſire. the 
Queen had to treat in concert with her 
confederates, and the reſolution ſhe took 


not to ſign without them, made her bear 


what no crowned head had ever borne be- 


fore; and that where ſhe erred, ſhe erred 


- principally by the patience, the compliance, 
and the condeſcenſion ſhe exerciſed towards 
them, and towards her own ſubjects in 
league with them. Such objections as 
theſe may lye to the Queen's conduct, in 


* * 2 


the courſe of this great affair; as well as 


objections of human infirmity to that of 
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the perſons employed by her in the tranſ- 


actions of it; from which neither thoſe 
who preceded, nor thoſe who ſucceeded, 
have, I preſume, been free. But the prin- \\ 
ciples on which they proceeded were ho- 
neſt, the means they uſed were lawful, 
and the event they propoſed to. bring a- 
bout was juſt. Whereas the very founda- 
tion of all the oppoſition to the peace was 
laid in injuſtice and folly : for what could 
be more unjuſt, than the attempt of the 
Dutch and the Germans, to force the 


Queen to continue a war for their private 


intereſt and ambition, the diſproportionate 
expence of which oppreſſed the commerce 
of her ſubjects, and loaded them with 


debts for ages yet to come? a war, the 


object of which was ſo changed, that from 


the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


eleven ſhe made it not only without any 
engagement, but againſt her own, and the 
common intereſt ? What could be more 


- fooliſh ; you will think that I ſoften the 
term too much, and you will be in the 
right to think ſo: what could be more 


fooliſh, than the attempt of a party in 


Britain, to protract a war ſo ruinous to 
their country, without any reaſon that they 


durſt avow, 7 that of wreaking the 
urope on France, and 
* 3 
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that of uniting the Imperial and Spaniſh 
crowns on an Auſtrian head? one of which 
was to purchaſe revenge at a price too 
dear; and the other was to expoſe the li- 
berties of Europe to new dangers, by the 
concluſion of a war which had been made 
to aſſert and ſecure thgem? 
IAE dwelt the longer on the con- 
duct of thoſe who promoted, and of thoſe 
who oppoſed, the negotiations of the peace 
made at Utrecht, and on the compariſon 
of the meaſure purſued by the Queen with 
that which ſhe might have purſued, be- 


cauſe the great benefit we ought to reap 
from the ſtudy of hiſtory, cannot be reap- 


ed unleſs we accuſtom ourſelves to com- 
pare the conduct of different governments, 

and different parties, in the fame conjunc- 

tures, and to obferve the meaſures the 


did purſue, and the meaſures they might 


have purſued, with the actual conſequen- 
ces that followed one, and the poſſible, or 
probable conſequences, that might have 
followed the other. By this exercife of 
the mind, the ſtudy of hiſtory anticipates, 
as it were, experience, as I have obſerved 
in one of the firſt of theſe letters, and pre- 
pares us for action. If this conſideration 


ſhould not plead a ſufficient excuſe for my 


add 
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add that may. A rage of warring poſſeſ- 
ſed a party in our nation till the death of 
the late Queen: a rage of negotiating has 
poſſeſſed the ſame party of men, ever 
ſince. You have ſeen the conſequences of 
one: you ſee actually thoſe of the other. 
The rage of warring, confirmed the beg- 
gary of our nation, which began as early 
as the revolution; but then it gave, in the 
laſt war, reputation to our arms, and our 
councils too. For tho' I think, and muſt 
always think, that the principle, on which 
we acted after departing from that laid 
down in the grand alliance of one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and one, was wrong; 
yet muſt we confeſs that it was purſued” 
wiſely, as well as boldly. The rage of 
negotiating has been a chargeable rage like-- 
wiſe, at leaſt as chargeable in it's propor- 
tion. Far from paying our debts, con-- 
tracted in war, they continue much the. 
ſame, after three and twenty years of peace. 
The taxes that oppreſs our mercantile in-- 
tereſt the moſt are ſtil] in mortgage; and 
thoſe that oppreſs the landed intereſt the 
moſt, inſtead of being laid on extraordi- 
nary occaſions, are become the ordinary 
funds for the current ſervice of every year. 
This is grievous, and the more fo to any 
man, who has the honour of his country, 
e a8. 
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as well as her proſperity at heart, becauſe 
we have not, in this caſe, the airy conſo- 
lation we had in the other. The rage of 
negotiating began twenty years ago, under 
pretence of conſummating the treaty of 
Utrecht: and, from that time to this, our 
miniſters have been in one perpetual maze. 
They have made themfelves and ys, of- 
ten, objects of averſion to the powers on 
the continent : and we are become at laſt 
objects of contempt, even to the Spani- 
ards, What other effect could our ablurd MR 
conduct have? What other return has it 
| deſerved? We came exhauſted out of 
long wars; and, inſtead of purſuing the 
meaſures neceſſary to give us means and 
opportunity to repair our ſtrength and to 
diminiſh our burdens, our miniſters have 
acted, from that time to this, like men 
who ſought pretences to keep the nation 
in the ſame exhauſted condition, and un- 
der the ſame load of debt. This may 
have been their view perhaps; and we 
could not be ſurpriſed it we heard the 
fame men declare national poverty neceſ- 
ſary to ſupport the preſent government, 
who have ſo frequently declared corrup- 
tion and a ſtanding army to be ſo. Your 
good ſenſe, my lord, your virtue, and 
your love of your country, will always 
determine 
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determine you to oppoſe ſuch vile ſchemes, 
and to contribute your utmoſt towards the 
cure of both theſe kinds of rage; the rage 
of warring, without any proportionable 
WT intereſt of our own, for the ambition of 
others; and the rage of negotiating, on 
every occaſion, at any rate, without a ſuf- 
f] cent call to it, and without any part of 
that deciding influence which we ought to 
have. Our nation inhabits an iſland, and 
is one of the principal nations of Europe 
but, to maintain this rank, we muſt take 
the advantages of this fituarion; which 
have been neglected by us for almoſt half 
a century : we muſt always remember, \ 
that we are not part of the continent, but 
3 we mult never forget that we are neigh- 
bours to it. I will conclude, by applying 
a rule that Hor ace gives for the conduct 
of an epic or dramatic poem, to the part 
Great Britain ought to take in the affairs 
of the continent, if you allow me to trans- 
form Britannia into a male divinity, as the 
verſe 1 5 | 


Y Nec Deus interſit, nifi dignus vindice nodus 
'Z Inciderit. 


if theſe relle som are e juſt, and I ſhould 
not have offered them to your lordfhip .. 
ds 
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had they not appeared both juſt and im- 


portant to my beſt underſtanding, you 


will think that I have not ſpent your time 
unprofitably in making them, and exciting 
you by them to examine the true intereſt 
of your country relatively to foreign af- 


fairs; and to compare it with thoſe prin- 


ciples of conduct, that, I am perſuaded, 
have no other foundation than party de- 
ſigns, prejudices, and habits ; the private 


| Intereſt of fome men, and the ignorance | | 


and raſhneſs of others. 
M. letter is grown ſo long, that I ſhall 


fay nothing to your lordſhip at this time 


concerning the ſtudy of modern hiſtery, 
relatively to the intereſts of. your country 


in domeſtic affairs; and I think there will 


be no need to. do ſo at any other. The 


Hiſtory of the rebellion by your great 


grandfather, and. his private memorials, 
which your lordſhip-has in manuſcript, will 


guide you ſurely as far as they go: where 


they leave you, your lordſhip muſt not 
expect any hiſtory ; for we have more rea- 
ſon to make this complaint, abeſt enim 
46 hiſtoria litteris noſtris, than TuLLyY 
had to put it into the mouth of ATT1cus 


in his firſt book Of laws. But where hif- 


tory leaves you, it is wanted leaſt : the 
traditions of this century, and of the lat- 


ter : 
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ter end of the laſt, are freſh. Many, 


who were actors in ſome of theſe events, 
are alive; and many who have converſed 


with thoſe that were actors in others. The 
public. is in poſſeſſion of ſeveral collections 


and memorials, and ſeveral] there are in 


private hands. You will want no mate 


rials to form true notions of tranſactions ſo 


recent. Even pamphlets, writ on differ- 
ent ſides and on different occaſions in our 
party diſputes, and hiſtories of no more 
authority than pamphlets, wilt help you to 
come at truth. Read them with ſuſpicion, 
my lord, for they deſerve to be ſuſpected : 


clamation, weigh the reaſoning, and ad- 
vert to fact. With ſuch precautions, even 
 BurNnerT's hiſtory may be of ſome uſe. 
Ina word, your lordſhip will want no help 
of mine to difcover, by what progreſſion 


{ the whole conſtitution of our country, and 
even the character of our nation, has been 


\ 


pay no regard to the epithets given, nor. 
to the judgments pafſed ; neglect all de- 


5 
2 
| q 


altered: nor how much a worſe uſe, in a 


national ſenfe, tho? a better in the ſenſe of 
party politics, the men called Whigs 


have made of long wars and new ſyſtems 


of revenue, fince the revolution ; than the 
men called Tories made before it, of long 
peace, and ſtale prerogative. When you 


look 
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| look back three or four generations ago, 
W you will ſee that the Engliſh were a plain, 
perhaps a rough, but a good-natured hoſ- Þ 
pitable people, jealous of their liberties, Þ 
and able as well as ready to defend them, 
with their tongues, their pens, and their 
ſwords, The reſtoration began to turn 
hoſpitality into luxury, pleaſure into de - 
bauch, and country peers and country com- 
moners into courtiers and men of mode. 
But whilſt our luxury was young, it was 
little more than elegance: the debauch of 
that age was elivened with wit, and var- Þ 
niſhed over with gallantry, The courti- 
ers, and the men of mode, knew what the 
conſtitution was, reſpected it, and often aſ- 
ſerted it. Arts and ſciences flouriſhed, Þ 
and, if we grew more trivial, we were not 
become either groſsly ignorant, or openly Þ 
profligate. Since the revolution, our king 
have been reduced indeed to a ſeeming an- 
nual dependance on parliament; but the 
buſineſs of parliament, which was eſteemed 
in general a duty before, has been exer- 
ciſed in general as a trade ſince. The trade 
of parliament, and the trade of funds, 
have grown univerſal. Men, who ſtood 
forward in the world, have attended to lit- 
tle elſe. The frequency of parliaments, 
that increaſed their importance, and ſhould 
5 e have 
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have increaſed the reſpect for them, has 
taken off from their dignity: and the ſpi- 
rit that prevailed, whilſt the ſervice in 
them was duty, has been debaſed ſince it 
became a trade. Few know, and ſcarce 
any reſpect, the Britiſh conſtitution : that 

of the Church has been long ſince derid- 
ed; that of the State as long neglected; Y 
and both have been left at the mercy of 
the men in power, whoever thale men 
were. Thus the Church, at leaſt the hie- 
rarchy, however ſacred in it's origin or 
wiſe in it's inſtitution, is become an uſeleſs 
burthen on the State: and the State is be- 
come, under ancient and known forms, a \ 
new and undefinable monſter ; compoſed 
of a king without monarchical ſplendor, a 
ſenate of nobles without ariſtocratical in- 
dependency, and a ſenate of commons 
without democratical freedom. In the 
mean time, my lord, the very idea of wit, 
and all that can be called taſte, has been 
loſt among the great ; arts and ſciences are 
ſcarce alive; luxury has been increaſed, * 
but not refined; corruption has been eſ- 
tabliſhed, and is avowed. When go- 
vernments are worn out, thus it 1s: the 
decay appears in every inſtance. Public 
and private virtue, public and private ſpi - 
rit, ſcience, and wit, decline all together, 
Es „„ 2 WAP 


'3 
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Tnar you, my lord, may have a long 
and glorious ſhare in reſtoring all theſe, 
and in drawing our government back to 
the true principles of it, I wiſh moſt hear. Þ 


tily. Whatever errors I may have com. 
\ mitted in public life, I have always loved 
my country: whatever faults may be ob- Þ 
jected to me in private life, I have always 
loved my friend: whatever uſage I have 


received from my country, it ſhall never 


make me break with her: whatever uſage | 
have received from my friends, I never 


ſhall break with one of them, while 1 


think him a friend to my countiy. Theſe 


are the ſentiments of my heart. I know 


they are thoſe of your lordſhip's: and a 


communion of ſuch ſentiments is a tye 
that will engage me to be, as long as! 


| live, 


My lord, 
Your moſt faithful ſervant. 


A PLAN 
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LETTER I. 
SHALL take the liberty of writing 
[| to you a little oftener than the three 
or four times a year, which, you tell 
me, are all you can allow yourſelf to write 
to thoſe you like beſt : and yet I declare 
to you with great truth, that you never 
knew me ſo buſy in your life, as I am at 


preſent, You muſt not imagine from 


hence, that I am writing memoirs of my- 
ſelf. The ſubject is too flight to deſcend 
to poſterity, in any other manner, than by 
that occaſional mention which may be _ 

of 
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of any little actor in the hiſtory of our 


age. SYLLA, CAESAR, and others of 

that rank, were, whilſt they lived, at the ſu 
head of mankind : their ſtory was in ſome C: 
ſort the ſtory of the world, and as ſuch ſt 
might very properly be tranſmitted under th 
their names to future generations. But for 0 
thoſe who have acted much inferior parts, m 


if they publiſh the piece, and call it after © 
their own names, they are impertinent; if 
they publiſh only their own ſhare in it, they 
inform mankind by halves, and neither 
give much inſtruction, nor create much 
attention. France abounds with writers 

of this ſort, and, I think, we fall into the 
other æxtreme. Let me tell you, on this 
occaſion, what has ſometimes come into 
my thoughts. 

THERE is hardly any century in 1 

OY which began by opening ſo great a ſcene, 
as the century wherein we live, and ſhall, I 
ſuppoſe, die. Compare it with others, 

even the moſt famous, and you will think 
ſo. I will ſketch the two laſt, to help 
your memory. 

THz loſs of that balance which LAu- 
RENCE of Medicis had preſerved, during 
his time, in Italy; the expedition of 
CHaRLEs the eighth to Naples; the in- 
trigues of the duke of Mir ax, who 1 
EY with 
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with all the refinements of art, that net 
wherein he was taken at laſt himſelf; the 
ſucceſsful dexterity of Fexpinand the 
Catholic, who built one pillar of the Au- 
ſtrian greatneſs in Spain, in Italy, and in 
the Indies ; as the ſucceſſion of the houſe 
of Burgundy, joined to the imperial dig- 
nity and the hereditary countries, eſtabliſh- 
— another in the upper and lower Germa- 

: theſe cauſes, and many others, com- 
bined to form a very extraordinary con- 
juncture 3 and, by their conſequences, to 
render the ſixteenth century fruitful of 
great events, and of aſtoniſhing revoluti- 
ons. 

THe beginning of the ſeventeatl open- 
ed ſtill a greater and more important ſcene. 
The Spaniſh yoke was well-nigh impoſed 
on Italy by the famous triumvirate, To- 
LE Do at Milan, Ossuw A at Naples, and 
LA CukvA at Venice, The diſtractions 
of France, as well as the ſtate- policy of 
the queen mother, ſeduced by Rome, and 
amuſed by Spain; the deſpicable cha- 
racer of our James the firſt, the raſhneſs 
of the elector Palatine, the bad intelli- 
gence of the princes and ſtates of the 
league in Germany, the mercenary tem- 
per of JohN Gzorce of Saxony, and the 
great qualities of MAXIMILIAN of Ba- 

varia, 


Bourbon roſe. The true date of the riſe 
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varia, raiſed FER DIN AD the ſecond to 
the imperial throne; when, the males of 
the elder branch of the Auſtrian family in 
Germany being extinguiſhed at the death 
of Marrh 148, nothing was more delir- 
able, nor perhaps more practicable, than 
to throw the empire into another houſe. 
Germany ran the ſame riſque as Italy had 
done: FERDINAND ſeemed more likely, 
even than CHARLEs the fifth had been, to 
become abſolute maſter ; and, if France 
had not furniſhed the greateſt miniſter, 
and the North the greateſt caprain, of that 
age, in the ſame point of time, Vienna 
and Madrid would have given the law to 
the weſtern world. 
As the Auſtrian ſcale ſunk, that of 


of that power, which has made the kings 
of France ſo conſiderable in Europe, goes 
up as high as CHARLES the ſeventh, and 
Lewis the eleventh. The weakneſs of . 
our HENRx the ſixth, the looſe conduct 
of EpwarD the fourth, and perhaps the 
overſights of Henry the ſeventh, helped 
very much to knit that monarchy together, 
as well as to enlarge it. Advantage might 
have been taken of the diviſions which re- 
ligion occaſioned; and ſupporting the pro- 
teſtant party in F rance would have kept 
that 
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that crown under reſtraints, and under ina- 
bilities, in ſome meaſure equal to thoſe 
which were occaſioned anciently by the vaſt 
alienations of it's demeſnes, and by the 
exorbitant power of it's vaſſals. But 
JAuEs the firſt was incapable of thinking 
with ſenſe, or acting with ſpirit. CHARLES 
the firſt had an imperfect glimpſe of 
his true intereſt, but his uxorious temper, 
and the extravagancy of that madman 
| BuckINGHAM, gave RICHEL 1EvU time 
to finiſh a great part of his project: and 
the miſeries, that followed in England, 
gave MazZarin time and opportunity to 
complete the ſyſtem. . The laſt great act 
of this cardinal's adminiſtration was the 
„„ 

HERE I would begin, by repreſenting 
the face of Europe ſuch as it was at that 
epocha, the intereſts and the conduct of 
England, France, Spain, Holland, and 
the Empire. A ſummary recapitulation 
ſhould follow of all the fteps taken by 
France, during more than twenty years, 
to arrive at the great object ſhe had pro- 
poſed to herſelf in making this treaty : the 
moſt ſolemn article of which the miniſter, 
who negotiated it, deſigned ſhould be vio- 
lated ; as appears by his letters, writ from 
the Iſland of Pheaſants, if I * 

Oe 33 
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After this, another draught of Europe 
ſhould have it's place, according to the 
relations, which the ſeveral powers ſtood 
in, one towards another, in one thouſand 
ſix hundred and eighty eight: and the al. 
terations which the revolution in England 
made in the politics of Europe. A ſum- 
mary account ſhould follow of the events 
of the war that ended in one thouſand fix 
hundred and ninety ſeven, with the differ- 
ent views of king W1LLIaM the third, 
and Lewis the fourteenth, in making the 
peace of Ryſwic ; which matter has been 
much canvaſſed, and is little underſtood, 
Then the diſpoſitions made by the parti- 
tion-treaties, and the influences and con- 
ſequences of theſe treaties; and a third 
draught of the ſtate of Europe at the death 


of CHARLES the ſecond of Spain. All 


this would make the ſubject of one or two 
books, and would be the moſt proper in- 
troduction imaginable to an hiſtory of that 
war with which our century began, and of 

the peace which followed. 
IT uis war, foreſeen for above half a 
century, had been, during all that time, 
the great and conſtant object of the coun- 
cils of Europe. The prize to be contended 
for was the richeſt, that ever had been 
| faked, ſince thoſe of the Perſian and Ro- 
TY Is man 
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man empires. The union of two powers, 


which ſeparately, and in oppoſition, had 


aimed at univerſal monarchy, was appre- 
hended. Fhe confederates therefore en- 
gaged in it, to maintain a balance between 


the two houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon, in 


order to preſerve their ſecurity, and to af-. 
ſert their independance. But with the 
ſucceſs of the war they changed their 
views: and, if ambition began it on the 


ſide of France, ambition continued it on 


the other. The battles, the ſieges, the 
ſurpriſing revolutions, which happened in 
the courſe of this war, are not to be pa- 
ralleled in any period of the ſame com- 
paſs. The motives, and the meaſures, by 
which it was protracted, the true reaſons, 
why it ended in a-manner, which appeared; 
not proportionable to it's ſucceſs; and the 
new political ſtate, into which Europe 
was thrown by the treaties of Utrecht and 
Baden, are ſubje&s on which few perſons. 
have the neceſſary informations, and,; yet 
every one ſpeaks with aſfurance, and even 
with paſſion, I think I could ſpeak on 
them with ſome knowledge, and with as 
much indifference as Pox.yB1vs; does of 
the negotiations of his father LycorT at; 
even in thoſe points where I' was mylels- 
an actor 3 0 | "Ba 
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man empires. The union of two powers, 

which ſeparately, and in oppoſition, had 
aimed at univerſal monarchy, was appre- 

hended. The confederates therefore en- 
gaged in it, to maintain a balance between 
the two houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon, in 
order to preſerve their ſecurity, and to aſ- 
ſert their independance. But with the 
ſucceſs of the war they changed their 
views: and, if ambition began it on the 
ſide of France, ambition continued it on 
the other. The battles, the ſieges, the 
ſurpriſing revolutions, which happened in 
the courſe of this war, are not to be pa- 
ralleled in any period of the ſame com 
paſs. The motives, and the meaſures, by 
which it was protracted, the true reaſons, 
why it ended in a-manner, which appeared; 
not proportionable to it's ſucceſs; and the 
new political ſtate, into which Europe 
was thrown by the treaties of Utrecht and 
Baden, are ſubjects on which few perſons. 
have the neceſſary informations, and yet 
every one ſpeaks with aſfurance, and even 
with paſſion, I think I could, ſpeak. on 
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I MIT even confeſs to you, that 1 
ſhould not deſpair of performing this part 


better than the former. There is nothing 


in my opinion ſo hard to execute, as thoſe 
Political maps, if you will allow me ſuch 
an expreſſion, and thoſe ſyſtems of hints, 
rather than relations of events, which are 
neceſſary to connect and explain them; 


and which muſt be ſo conciſe, and yet ſo 


Full; ſo complicate, and yet fo clear. I 
Know nothing of this ſort well done by 
the ancients. SALUusT's introduction, as 
well as that of THucyD1Des, might ſerve 
almoſt for any other piece of the Roman 
br Greek ſtory, as well as for thoſe, which 
theſe two great authors choſe. PoLy B1vs 
does not come up, in his introduction, to 
this idea neither. Among the moderns, 


the firſt book of Macurave L's Hiſtory 


of Florence is a noble original of this 
kind: and perhaps father Paul's Hiſtory 


of Benefices is, in the ſame kind of com- 


poſition, inimitable. 


which come into my mind when I conſider 


how incumbent it is on every man, that 
he ſhould be able to give an account even 
f his leiſure; and, in the midſt of ſoli- 


tude; be of ſome uſe to ſociet . 
N T £ I xn0w 
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I x now not whether I ſhall have cou- 
rage enough to undertake the taſk I have 
chalked out: I diſtruſt my abilities with 
reaſon, and I ſhall want ſeveral informati- 
ons, not eaſy, I doubt, for me to obtain. 
But, in all events, it will not be poſſible 
for me to go about it this year; the rea- 
ſons of which would be long enough to 
fill another letter, and I doubt that you 
will think this grown too bulky already. 


Aͤdieu- 
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Retirement and Study. 
Ĩͥͤ the Right, Honourable 
Lord B ATHURST. 
LETTER I. 


GINCE my laſt to your lordſhip, this 
is the firſt favourable opportunity I 
have had of keeping the promiſe I made 
you. I will avoid prolixity, as much as 
I can, in a firſt draught of my thoughts; 
but 1 muſt give you them as they riſe in 
my mind, without ſtaying to marſhal them z 
in cloſe order. 
As proud as we are of human * | 
nothing can be more abſurd than the 20 
* 
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neral ſyſtem of human life, and human 
knowledge. This faculty of diſtinguiſh- 
ing. true from falſe, right from wrong, 
and what .is agreeable, from what is re- 


pugnant, to nature, either by one act, or 
by a longer proceſs of intuition, has not 
been given with ſo fparing an hand, as 
many appearances would make us apt to 
believe. If it was cultivated, therefore, as 
early, and as carefully as it might be, and 
if the exerciſe of it was left generally as 
free as it ought to be, our common no- 
tions and opinions would be more conſo- 
nant to truth than they are: and, truth 
being but one, they would be more uni- 
form likewiſe. ET 
Bur this rightful miſtreſs of human 
life and knowledge, whoſe proper office 
it is to preſide over both, and to direct us 
in the conduct of one and the purſuit of 
the other, becomes degraded in the intel- 
lectual oeconomy. She is reduced to a 
mean and ſervile Fate, to the vile drudgery 
of conniving at principles, defending opi- 
nions, and confirming habits, that are none 


of hers. They, who do her moſt honor, 


who conſult her ofteneſt, and obey her too 
very often, are ſtill guilty of limiting her 
authority according to maxims, and rules, 

and ſchemes, that chance, or ignorance, 
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or intereſt, firſt deviſed, and that cuſtom 


ſanctifies: cuſtom, that reſult of the paſ- 
ſions and prejudices of many, and of the 


deſigns of a few: that ape of . reaſon, who 
uſurps her ſeat, exerciſes her power, and 


is obeyed by mankind in her ſtead. Men 


find it eaſy, and government makes it 
profitable, to concur in eſtabliſhed ſyſtems. | 


of ſpeculation, and practice: and the 
whole turn of education prepares them to 


live upon credit all their lives Much 
' Pains are taken, and time beſtowed, to 
teach us what to think, but little or none 
of either, to inftru&t us how to think. 
The magazine of the memory is ſtored 
and ſtuffed betimes; but the conduct of 
the underſtanding is all along neglected, 
and the free exerciſe of it is, in effect, for- 
bid in all places, and in terms in ſome. 


THERE is a ſtrange diſtruſt of human 


| reaſon in every human inſtitution : this 
diſtruſt is ſo apparent, that an. habitual 
ſubmiſſion to ſome authority, or other, is 
forming in us from our cradles ; that prin - 
ciples of reaſoning, and matters of fact, 
are inculcated in our tender minds, before 
' we are able to exerciſe that reaſon ; and 
that, when we are able to exerciſe it, we 
are either forbid, or frightened from do- 


ing ſo, even on things that are Mags 
F the 
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the proper objects of reaſon, or that are 
delivered to us upon an authority whoſe 
ſufficiency or inſufficiency is ſo moſt evi- 
O many ſubjects, ſuch as the general 
laws of natural religion, and the general 
rules of ſociety: and good policy, men of 
all countries and languages, who cultivate 
their reaſon, Judge alike. - The ſame pre- 
miſſes have led them to the ſame concluſi- 
ons, and ſo, following the ſame guide, 
they have trod in the ſame path: at leaſt, 
the differences are ſmall, eaſily reconeiled, 
and ſuch as could not, of themſelves, con- 
from religion, and ſect from ſect. How- 
comes it then that there are other points, 
on which the moſt oppoſite opinions are 
entertained, and ſome of theſe with ſo 
much heat, and fury, that the men on one 
ſide of the hedge will die for the affirma- 
tive, and the men on the other for the 
negative? ¶ Toute opinion eſt aſſez forte 
£ pour ſe faire epouſer au prix de la vie, 
fays MonTa1cne,: whom I often quote, 
as I do SENECA, rather for the ſmartneſs: 
of expreſſion, than the weight of matter. 
Look narrowly into it, and you will find 
that the points agreed on, and the points 
diſputed, are not proportionable to the 
ͤß ”ÜͥQͤĩð 0 common 
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common ſenſe and general reaſon of man- 
kind. Nature and truth are the ſame 
every where, and reaſon ſhews them every 
where alike. But the accidental and other 
cauſes, which give riſe and growth to opi- 
nions, both in ſpeculation and practice, 

are of infinite variety; and where ever 
theſe opinions are once confirmed by cuſ- 
tom and propagated by education, vari- 
ous, inconſiſtent, contradictory as they are, 
they all pretend (and all their pretences 
are backed by pride, by paſſion, and by 
intereſt) to have reaſon, or revelation, or 
both, on their ſide; tho? neither reaſon 
nor revelation can be poſlibly on the ſide 
of more than one, and may be poſſibly on 
the ſide of none. Ne 

Tuvus it happens that the people of 

Tibet are Tartars and Idolaters, that they 

are Turks and Mohometans at Conſtanti- 

-nople, Italians and Papiſts at Rome; and 

how much ſoever education may be leſs 

_ confined, and the means of knowledge 

more attainable, in France and our own 
Country, yet thus it happens in great mea- 
ſure that Frenchmen and Roman Catholics 
are bred at Paris, and Engliſhmen and 

Proteſtants at l For men, indeed, 
properly ſpeaking, are bred no where: 
every one thinks the ſyſtem, as he * 
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the language, of his country ; at leaſt 
there are few that think, and none that 
act, in any country, according to the dic- 
tates of pure unbiaſſed reaſon ; unlefs they 
may be ſaid to do ſo, when reaſon directs 
them to ſpeak and act according to the 
| ſyſtem of their country, or ſect, at the 
ſame time as ſhe leads them to think ac- 
cording to that of nature and truth. ' 

Tus the far greateſt part of mankind 
appears reduced to a lower ſtate than other 
animals, in that very reſpect, on account 
of which we claim ſo great ſuperiority 
over them; becauſe inſtinct that has it's 
due effect, is preferable to reaſon that has 
not. 1 ſoppole in this place, with philo- 

ſophers, and the vulgar, that which I am 
in no wile ready to affirm, that other ani- 


mals have no ſhare of human reaſon : for, 


let me ſay by the way, it is much more 
likely other animals ſhould ſhare the hu- 
man, which is denied, than that man 


mould ſhare the divine reaſon, which is 


affirmed. But, ſuppoſing our monopoly 
of reaſon, would not your lordſhip chaſe 


to walk upon four legs, to wear a long 
tail, and to be called a beaſt, with the ad- 
vantage of being determined by irreſiſtible 
and unerring inſtin& to thoſe truths that 
are neceſſary to your well-being ; rather 

JJ 
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chan to walk on wo legs, to wear no tail, 
and to be honoured with the title of man, 
at the expence of deviating from them 
Perpetually ? Inſtinct acts ſpontaneouſly 
whenever its action is neceſſary, and di- 
| Tefts the animal according to the purpoſe 
for which it was implanted in him. Rea- 
fon is a nobler and more extenſive faculty, 


107 it extends to the unneceſſary as well as 


neceſlary, and to fatisfy our curioſity as 
well as our wants: but reaſon muſt be ex- 


cited, or ſhe will remain unactive; ſhe 
muſt be left free, or ſhe will conduct us 


wrong, and carry us farther aftray from 
her own precincts than we ſhould go with- 
out her help: in the firſt caſe, we have 


no ſufficient guide; and in the ſecond, 


the more we etnploy our reaſon, the more 
. unreaſonable we are. OTE 
Nea if all this be fo, if reaſon has. ſo 


little, and Ignorance, paſſion, intereſt, and 


cuſtom ſo much to. do, in forming our 
opinions and our habits, and in directing 
the whole conduct of human life; is it 
not a thing defirable by every thinking 
man, to have the opportunity, indulged 
to ſo few by the courſe of accidents, the 
opportunity © ſecum eſſe, et Roum vis 


&« vere,” of living ſome years at leaſt to 


_ ourſelves, and for ourſęlves, in a ſtate of 
„„ 
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freedom, under the laws of reaſon, inſtead 


of paſſing our whole time in a ſtate of. val-- 
ſalage under thoſe of authority and cuſ- 
tom? Is is not worth our while to con- 


template ourſelves, and others, and all the 


things of this world, once before we leave 
them, thro' the medium of pure, and, if 


I- may ſay ſo, of undefiled reaſon? Is it- 
not worth our while to approve or con- 
demn, on our own authority, what we re. 
ceive in the beginning of life on the au- 
thority of other men, who were not then 
better able to judge for us, than -we ane 
now to judge for ourſelves ?. - 
Trar this may be done, and has been 
done to ſome degree, by men who remain- 
ed much more mingled than 1 deſign to 
be for the future, in the company and 
buſineſs of the world, I ſhall not deny: 
but ſtill it is better done in retreat and with 


greater eaſe and pleaſure. Whilſt we re- 


main in the world, we are all fettered 


down, more or 1E. to one common level, 


and have neither all the leiſure nor all the 


means and advantages, to ſoar above it, 


which we may procure to ourſelves by 


breaking theſe fetters in retreat. To talk , 


of abſtracting ourſelves from matter, lay · 

ing aſide body, and OE. refolved, as it 
Nene into pure intellect, is proud, meta- 

YI phyical, 


N 
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phyſical, unmeaning jargon : but to ab- 
ſtract ourſelves from the prejudices, and 
habits, and pleaſures, and buſineſs of the 
world, is no more than many are, tho? all 
are not, capable of doing. They who 
can do this, may elevate their ſouls in re- 
treat to an higher ſtation, and may take 
from thence ſuch a view of the world, as 


che ſecond Seip 10 took in his dream, from 


the ſeats of the bleſſed, when the whole 
earth appeared ſo little to him, that he 
could ſcarce diſcern that ſpeck of dirt, the 
Roman empire. Such a view as this will 
encreaſe our knowledge by ſhewing us our 
ignorance; will diſtinguiſh every degree 
of probability from the loweſt to the 
higheſt, and mark the diſtance between 
that and certainty; will diſpel the intoxi- 
cating fumes of philoſophical preſumption, 
and teach us to eſtabliſh our peace of mind, 
where alone it can reſt ſecurely, in reſig- 
nation : in ſhort, ſuch a view will render 
life more agreeable, and death leſs terrible. 
Is not this buſineſs, my lord ? Is not this 
_ Pleaſure too, the higheſt 8 The _ 
world can afford us none ſuch ; we muſt 


retire from the world to taſte it with a full 
guſt; but we ſhall taſte it the better for 
Having been in the world. The ſhare of 
ſenſual pleaſures that a man of my age can 
EY DN, promiſe 
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promiſe himſelf, is hardly worth attenti- 


on: he ſhould be ſated, he will be ſoon _ 


diſabled ; and very little reflection ſurely 
will ſuffce, to make his habits of this kind 
loſe their power over him, in proportion 
at leaſt as his power of indulging them di- 
miniſhes. Beſides, your lordſhip knows 
that my ſcheme of retirement excludes 
none of theſe pleaſures that can be taken 
with decency and conveniency ; and to 
fay the truth, I believe that I allow myſelf 
more in ſpeculation, than I ſhall find 
want in practice. As to the habits of 
buſineſs, they can have no hold on one 
who has been fo long tired with it. You 
may object, that tho a man has diſcarded 
theſe habits, and has not even the embers 
of ambition about him to revive them, 
yet he cannot renounce all public buſineſs 
as abſolutely as I ſeem to do, becauſe a 
better principle, a principle of duty, may 
ſummon him to the ſervice of his country, 
I will anſwer you with great ſincerity, 
No man has higher notions of this duty 
than I have: I think that ſcarce any age, 
or circumſtances, can diſcharge us intirely 
from it; no, not my own. But as we are 
apt to take the impulſe of our own paſ- 


ſions, for a call to the performance of this : 


4 duty: z ſo when theſe paſſions impel us no 
5 longer 
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f 1 the call that puts us upon action 
mult be real, and loud too. Add to this, 
that there are different methods, proporti- 
oned to different circumſtances and ſitua- 
tions, of performing the ſame duty. In 


the midſt of retreat, where ever it may be 
fixed, I may contribute to defend and pre- 


ſerve the Britiſh conſtitution of govern- 


ment; and you, my lord, may depend 
upon me, that whenever 18 can, I will. 
Should any one aſk you, in this caſe, from 


whom | expect my reward? anſwer him 


by declaring to whom I pay this ſervice ; 


Deo immortali, - qui me non accipere 


e modo haec a majoribus voluit, ſed etiam 5 


„ poſteris prodere.“ 

Bur, to lead the life 1 propoſe with ſa- 
tisfaCtion and profit, renouncing the plea-- 
ſures and buſineſs of the world, and break- 
ing the habits of both, is not ſufficient : 


the ſupine creature whoſe underſtanding | 
is ſuperficially employed, thro? lite, about 


a few general notions, and is never bent 
to a cloſe and ſteddy purſuit of truth, may 
renounce the enki and buſineſs of the 
world, for even in the buſineſs of the 


world we fee ſuch creatures often em- 


ployed, and may break the habits; nay 
he may retire and drone away life in ſoli- 
tude, like a monk, or like him over the 
SOL door 
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door of whoſe houſe, as if his houſe had 
been his tomb, ſomebody writ, Here 
„lies ſuch an one.” But no ſuch man will 
be able to make the true uſe of retirement. 
The employment of his mind, that would 
have been agreeable and eaſy if he had 
accuſtomed himſelf to it early, will be 
unpleaſant and impracticable late: ſuch 
men loſe their intellectual powers for want 
of exerting them, and, having trifled away 
youth, are reduced to the neceſſity of 

trifling away age. It fares with the mind 
juſt as it does with the body; he who was 
born with a texture of brain as ſtrong as 
that of NRW TON, may become unable to 
perform the common rules of arithmetic; 

juſt as he who has the ſame elaſticity in 

his muſcles, the ſame ſuppleneſs in his 
joints, and all his nerves and ſinews as well 
braced as Jacos HALL, may become a 
fat unwieldy fluggard. Yet farther, the 
implicit creature, who has thought ir all 
his life needleſs or unlawiul, to examine 
the principles or facts that he took ori- 
ginally on truſt, will be as little able as the 
other, to improve his ſolitude to any good 
purpoſe: unleſs we call it a good purpoſe, 
for that ſometimes happens, to confirm 
and exalt his prejudices, ſo that he may 
live and die in one continued 5 
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The confirmed prejudices of a thoughtful 
life are as hard to change as the confirmed 
habits of an indolent life; and as ſome 


muſt trifle away age becauſe they have 


trifled away youth, others muſt labour on 


in a maze of error, becauſe they have wan- 
dered there too long to find their way our, 


Turk is a prejudice in China in fa- 


vour of little feet, and therefore the feet 


of girls are ſwathed and bound up from 
the cradle, ſo that the women of that 
country are unable to walk without totter- 


ing and ſtumbling all their lives. Among 


the ſavages of America, there are ſome 


who hold flat heads and long ears in great 


eſteem, and thefore preſs the one, and 


draw down the others ſo hard from their 
infancy, that they deſtroy irrecoverably 


the true proportions of nature, and con- 


tinue all their lives ridiculous to every ſight 


but their own. Juſt ſo the firſt of theſe 
characters cannot make any progreſs, and 
the ſecond will not attempt to make any, 


n an impartial ſearch after real knowledge. 


* 


1 


{ dations of an happy old age muſt be laid 


To ſet about acquiring the habits of 


. meditation and ſtudy late in life, is like 
getting into a go-cart with a grey beard, 
and learning to walk when we have loſt 


the uſe of our legs. In general the foun- 


In 
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in youth: and in particular, he who has 
not cultivated his reaſon young, will be 
utterly unable to improve it old. 


Manent ingenia ſenibus, modo perma- 
* neant ſtudium & induſtria 


Not only a love of ſtudy, and a deſire of 
knowledge, muſt have grown up with us, 
but ſuch an induſtrious application like- 
wiſe, as requires the whole vigour of the 
mind to be exerted in the purſuit of truth, 
thro* long trains of ideas, and all thoſe 
| on receſſes wherein man, not God, hay 
hid it. 92 8 
T is love and this deſire I have felt all my 
life, and I am not quite a ſtranger to this 
induſtry and application. Fhere has been 
ſomething always ready to whiſper in my 
ear, whilſt I ran the courſe of pleaſure and 
of buſineſs, ** Solve ſeneſcentem mature 

& ſanus equum.” “ p 
Bur my Genius, unlike the demon of 
SOCRATES, Whiſpered ſo ſoftly,” that very 
often I heard him not, in the hurrry of 
thoſe paſſions by which I was tranſport- 
ed. Some calmer hours there were, in 
them I hearkened to him, reflection had 
often it's turn, and the love of ſtudy and 
the deſire of knowledge have never quite 
abandoned me. I am not therefore en- 
| 5 5 tirely 


* 


SF 
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tirely unprepared for the life I will lead, 
and it is not without reaſon that I promiſe 
myſelf more ſatisfaction in the latter part 
of it, than Jever knew in the former. 
Tous lordſhip may think this perhaps 
a little too ſanguine, for one who has loſt 
ſo much time already: you may put me 
in mind, that human life has no ſecond 
ſpring, no ſecond ſummer: you may aſk 
me what I mean by ſowing in autumn, 
and whether I hope to reap in winter? 
My anſwer will be, that I think very 
differently from moſt men, of the time 
we have to paſs, and the buſineſs we have 
to do in this world. I think we have 
more of the one, and lefs of the other, 
than is commonly ſuppoſed. Our want 
of time, and the ſhortneſs of human: life, 
are ſome of the principal common- place 
complaints, which we prefer againſt the 
_ eſtabliſhed order of things: they are the 
grumblings of the vulgar, and the pathe- 
tic lamentations of the philoſopher : but 
they are impertinent and impious in both: 
The man of buſineſs deſpiſes thie man of 
pleaſure, for ſquandering his time away; 
the man of pleaſure pities or laughs at the 
man of buſineſs, for the ſame. thing; and 
et both coneur ſuperciliouſly and abſurdly 
to find fault with the Supreme Being, for 
1 5 having 


» 
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-having given them ſo little time. The 
-philoſopher, who miſpends it very often 
as much as the others, joins in the ſame 
cry, and authoriſes this impiety. THRO- 
PHRASTUS thought it extremely hard to 
die at ninety, and to go out of the world 
when he had juſt learned how to live in 
it: his maſter Az1sToTLE. found fault 
with nature, for treating man in this reſpect 
worſe than ſeveral other animals: both 
very unphiloſophically! and I love Seneca 
the better for his quarrel with the Stagirite 
on this head. We ſee, in ſo many in- 
ſtances, a juſt proportion of things, ac- 
cording to their ſeveral relations to one 
another; that philoſophy ſhould lead us to 
conclude this proportion preſerved, even 
where we cannot diſcern it; inſtead of 
leading us to eonclude that it is not pre- 
ferved where we do not diſcern it; or 
where we think that we ſee the contrary. 
To conclude otherwiſe, is ſhocking pre- 
ſumption. It is to preſume that the ſy- 
ſtem of the univerſe would have been more 
wiſely contrived, if creatures of our low 
rank among intellectual natures had been 
called to the councils of the Moſt High; 
or that the Creator ought to mend his. 
work by the advice of the creature. 
That life which ſeems to our * ſo 
Do CATE art 
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ſhort, when we compare it with the ideas 
we frame of eternity, or even with the 
duration of ſome other beings, will appear 
ſufficient, upon a leſs partial view, to all 
the ends of our creation, and of a juſt pro- 
portion in the ſucceſſive courſe of genera- 
tions. The term itſelf is long : we ren- 
der it ſhort; and the want we complain 
of flows from our profuſion, not from our 
poverty. We are all arrant ſpendthrifts; 
ſome of us diſſipate our eſtates on the 

trifles, ſome on the ſuperfluities, and then 
we all complain that we want the neceſ- 


1 ſaries, of life. The much greateſt part 


never reclaim, but die bankrupts to God 
and man. Others reclaim late, and they 
are apt to imagine, when they make up 
their accounts and ſee how their fund is 
diminiſhed, that they have not enough 
remaining to live upon, becauſe they have 
not the whole. But they deceive them- 
ſelves: they were richer than they thought, 
and they are not yet poor. If they huſ- 
band well the remainder, it will be found 
ſufficient for all the neceſſaries, and for 
ſome of the ſuperfluities, and trifles too 
perhaps, of life: but then the former or- 
der of expence muſt be inverted; and the 
neceſſaries of life muſt be provided, before 
they put themſelvgs to any coſt for the 
trifles or ſuperfluities. LTC 


ENG. ones dts > 9. 


ke 


* rongus in hiſtory and chronology; but 
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Lr us leave the men of pleaſure and 
of buſineſs, who are often candid enough 


to own that they throw away their time, 
and thereby to confeſs that they complain 
of the Supreme Being for no other reaſon 
than this, that he has not proportioned 
his bounty to their extravagance : let us 
conſider the ſcholar and the philoſopher ; 
who, far from owning that he throws any 
time away, reproves others for doing it: 
that ſolemn mortal who abſtains from the 
pleaſures, and declines the buſineſs of the 
world, that he may dedicate his whole time 
to the ſearch of truth, and the improve» 
ment of knowledge. When ſuch an one 
complains of the ſhortneſs of human life in 


general, or of his remaining ſhare in par- 
ticular; might not a man, more reaſonable - 
tho leſs ſolemn, expoſtulate thus with him? 


« Your complaint is indeed conſiſtent 
with your practice; but you would not, 
poſſibly, renew your complaint if you 
“ reviewed your practice. Tho? reading 
* makes a ſcholar; yer every ſcholar is not 
“ a philoſopher, nor every philoſopher a 


cc 


* 


„ wiſe man. It coſt you twenty years to 
( 


La, 


devour all the volumes on one ſide of 
« your library: you came out a great critic 
« in Latin and Greek, in the Oriental 


you 
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* you was not ſatisfied: you confeſſed that 
e theſe were the literae nihil ſanantes;“ 
and you wanted more time to acquire 
© other knowledge. You have had this 
„ time: you have paſſed twenty years more 
“ on the other ſide of your library, among 
« philoſophers, rabbies, commentators, 
„ {choolmen, and whole legions of modern 


© doctors. You are extremely well verſed W < 
*in all that has been written concerning the 6 
< nature of God, and of the ſoul of man; 40 
about matter and form, body and ſpirit; 40 
„ and ſpace, and eternal eſſences, and in- 7 


* corporeal ſubſtances; and the reſt of 
< thoſe profound ſpeculations. You are a 
C maſter of the controverſies that have ari- 
“ ſen about nature and grace, about pre- 
4 (eſtination and free-will, and all the other 
c abſtruſe queſtions. that have made fo 
e much noiſe in the ſchools, and done fo 
e much hurt in the world. You are going 
cc on, as «faſt as the infirmities, you have 
& contracted, will permit, in the ſame courſe 
« of ſtudy; but you begin to foreſee that 
<« you ſhall wanttime, and you make griev- 

& ous complaints of the ſhortneſs of hu- 
ce man life. Give me leave now to aſk 
* you, how many thouſand years God muſt 
* prolong your life, in order to reconcile 
you to his wiſdom and goodnels ? It is 
E N plain, 


3 


cc 
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plain, at leaſt highly probable, that a 
life as long as that of the moſt aged of 
the patriarchs, would be too ſhort to an- 
ſwer your purpoſes; ſince the reſearches 


and diſputes in which you are engaged, 


have been already for a much longer 
time the objects of learned enquiries, and 
remain ſtill as imperfect and undetermin- 


ed as they were at firſt. But let me aſk 


you again, and deceive neither yourſelf 
nor me; have you, in the courſe of theſe 
forty years, once examined the firſt prin- 
ciples, and the fundamental facts, on 
which all thoſe queſtions depend, with \. 
an abſolute indifference of judgment, 


and with a ſcrupulous exactneſs? With 
the ſame that you have employed in ex- 
amining the various conſequences drawn 


from them, and the heterodox opinions 


about them? Have you not taken them 
for granted, in the whole courſe of your 
ſtudies? Or, if you have looked now and 


then on the ſtate of the proofs brought 
to maintain them, have you not done it 
as a mathematician looks over a demon- 
ſtration formerly made, to refreſh his me- 


mory, not to ſatisfy any doubt? If you 


have thusexamined, it may appear mar- 


vellous to ſome, that you have ſpent ſo 
much time in many parts of thoſe ſtudies, 


« which 
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cc which have reduced you to this heQtic MW 


e condition, of ſo much heat and weakneſs, 6 
cc But if you have not thus examined, it h 


tec muſt be evident to all, nay. to yourſelf n 
« on the leaſt col reflection, that you are MW f 
13 

t 


e ſtill, notwithſtanding all your learning, 
«< inaſate of ignorancę. For . & 
< can alone produce Knowledge: and with. 

aut ſuch an examination of axioms and 
facts, you can have none about interences,” 
Ix this manner one, might expoſtulate 

very reaſonably with many a great ſcholar, 
many ahn, PHI glopher, many z 
dogmatical caſuiſt, And it ſeryes to ſet 


* 
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the complaints about want of time, and 


6! - 


- 


2 


the ſhortneſs, of human life, in a very ridi- 
culous but a true light. All men are taught 
their opinions, at ſeaſt on the moſt impor- 
tant fuhjectꝭ, by rote; and are bred to de- 
fend them with obſtinacy. They may be 
taught true opinions; but whether true or 
Falſe, the ſame zeal for them, and the ſame 


7 


— 


ebe is every where inſpired 
alike. The Tartar believes as heartily that 
the ſoul of Fot Jö ede his DAI Ro, as the 
Chriſtian believes the hypoſtatic union, or 
any article in the Athanaſian creed. Now 
this may anſwer the ends of ſociety in ſome 
reſpects, and do well enough for the vulgar 

ol all ranks: but it is not enough for the 
man who cultivates his reaſon, whois able to 


think. 


— 


of ReT1&EMENT and STUDY, 169 
think, and who ought to think, for him- 
ſelf. To ſuch a man, every opinion that 
he has not himſelf either framed, or exa- 
mined ſtrictly and then adopted, will paſs 
for nothing more than what it really is, 
the opinion of other men; which may be 
true or falſe for aught he knows, And 
this is a ſtate of uncertainty, in which no 
ſuch man can remain, with any peace of 
mind, concerning thoſe things that are of 
greateſt importance to us here, and may 
be ſo hereafter, He will make them 
therefore the objects of his firſt and great- 
eſt attention. If he has loſt time, he will 
| loſe no more; and when he has acquired 

all the knowledge he is capable of acqui- 

ring on theſe ſubjects, he will be the leſs 
concerned whether he has time to acquire 
any farther, Should he have paſſed his 

life in the pleaſures or buſineſs of the 
world ; whenever he ſets about this work, 
he will ſoon have the advantage over the 
learned philoſopher, For he will ſoon 
have ſecured what is neceſſary to his 
happineſs, and may ſit down in the peace- 
ful enjoyment of that knowledge: or pro- 
ceed with greater advantage and ſatis facti- 
on to the acquiſition of new knowledge; 
whilſt the other continues his ſearch after 
things that are in their nature, to ſay the 
Wi. Ul. VVV 
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1000 e over ſhip.” for 
ties” an 72 5 Go our 9 0 
T he rule 1 mean is this; to be on our guard 
againſt the common arts of deluſion, 0 
en of already; which, eyery one is ready 

to ee ha ve been employed to ae 


thoſe who differ fro him, Let us be dif- 
fidentlof eh th hag 


to reaſon wrong 3, but the paſſions and in- 


tereſt of others may have the ſame effect. 
It is in b 10 8 1 who ſets, about 
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jo fo, prevent; the Erlt,- 
and w 14 hes de 185 e ſo, he will have a 
and whe be ig of it. To prevent, the 


laſt, thee 1 is one, and but one ſure me- 


thod; and that 1 is, to remount, in the ſur- 
vey of. our opinions, 1 X Ki fir and: even 
remoteſt p. 0 8 nciples on Which they, are 
no ſeem- 
ing airing Ls mult divert us from 
this: any affectation of diverting us from 
it __ to increaſe | our ſuſpicion : and the 
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more important our examination is, the 
more important tlus method of conducting 
it becomes. Let us not be frighted from +» 
it; either by the ſu ppoſed difficuley or length 
of ſuch an enquiry ; for onthe contrary, this 
is the eaſieſt and t the ſhorteſt, as well as the 
ſure way of xs Eo els e's 3 
200 of bel wo] lace” the 0 inions 1 
we examine! Be 0 rènt claſſes of true, 
probable, or Talſe, according to the truth, 
probability, or falſhood of the 1 Dri | 
| 8 . Ire th 26h by 
find t ciples falſe, an 
bande a bh er e e e 
enquiries on theſe eads at on 235 
an immenſe deal of time 8 we ſhould 
otherwiſe miſpend. The Muſſulman who 
enters on the examination of all the dif 
utes that have "ariſen between the fol- 
pag of Omen and ALY And hen doc- 
tors of his law, muſt 75 thorough 
knowledge of the whole Iihbmetan ff. 
ſtem; and will have as ind, a Tight 5 
com plain of want of time, And che 1 
neſs bf human lfe, as y Pain or Chri- 
ſtian divine or philoſo Be + Wet 
all this time 10 leatoiog. i might have 
diiſcovered that Manome T was an impo- 
ſtor, and that the Koran | is an Heap, of 99- 
ſurdities. e, | 
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In 1 my lord, he WBO oth Fro 
ihe world, whths eſolutiot bf &ApÞying 
his leiſure, in the firſt place to re examint 
and ſettle His opinions, 1 is inexchſable if he 
does not begin With thoſe that are mol 
important to him, and if he dots not deal 


hope "by himfelf. 70 deal honeſtly b 
bimſelf, he muſt obſerve the rule 1 have 
in \Giſted upon, and fot Tolfer the deluſions 
of the world to follow him into his retreat, 
Every man's reaſon is every man's oracle: 
this oracle i is beſt confulted in the ſilence 
"of : retirement; and When We ave fo con- 

7 ſulted, whatever the: decifſon E. Whether 
in favour of our prej udice$ or aphinſt them, 

we muſt reſt ſatisfied : fince nothing can be 

| ain than this, that 'he'who follows I + 

that guide in the ſearch of trüth, às that was 

_ Piven him to et it, Will Have a much 

5. tter p le tg, n ake, whenever or Wherever 

| he Pg S cal led to“! account, than ke, who 
has ee himſelf, either deliberately or 

.. inadvertently,” to any authority vpon'earth, | | 

KT [HEN we have done this, concerning : 

1 08 orien and other men; concern- 

Me elatiohs in which we ſtand to him 


1 94.6 to them; the duties that reſult from 
theſe relations, and the poſitive will of the 
Supreme Being, whether revealed to us in 
a ſupernatural, or diſcovered by the * 
| ute 
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uſe; of our reaſon} in a natural way+---we, 
have done. the great buſineſs, of our lives. 
Que lives are ſo ſufficient for this, that ber, 
afford us time for more, even When we 
begin late; eſpecially if N05 ere in 
every, other enquiry by the ſame, xule. To 
diſcaover error e or in firſt prin- 
ciples. grounded on facts, is hkethe. break -· 
ing of 3 charm, 1 ＋ he enchanted caſtle, the a 
ſteepy rock, the burning lake diſappear 
and the paths Fo 50 10 yd. 5 5 
we imagined to 9 long, ſo embarra 
and ſo difficult, ſhew. Ay, - they ar e. ſhort, 
open, and eaſß.. When ye haye ſecured 
the neceſſaries, chere may he time to amuſe 
ourſelves with the: ſuperfluities, nd even 
vich the trifles N fie. *\ "Dale: eſt deſi- 
. e Gig OR ACE: B16 la baga- 
« > as Sm, , Loppol net 
e hl E "the 11 05 


philoſepher: but ili that a principal 
part of theſe F Tee be the amuſe- 
ments of WY 0 and Len le of ns 
and converſati Y Ry what con- 

I mean ans for ye te true ad. 
w of 15 nature * con itytioh, if 
we ſuffer mind to come, as it were, 
to a ſtand. When the l inſtead of 
acquiring new vi and taſt ing new 
we oy fo dine, and is 3 
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with pleaſures or grown incapable of taking 
chem, the mind may continue {till to im- 
prove and indulge itſelf in new enjoyments, 
very advance in knowledge opens a new 
ſcene of delight; and the joy that we feel 
in the actual poſſeſſion, of one, will be 
heightened by that which, we expect to 
find in another: ſo that, before we can ex- 
hauſt this fund of ſucceſſive pleaſures, death 
will come to end. our pleaſures and our 
Pains at once. In his ſtudiis laboribuſ- 
% que viventi, non intelligitur quando ob- 
„ repit ſenectus: ita ſenſim fine ſenſu; 
a etas ſeneſcit, nec ſubito frangitur, ſed 
diuturnitate extingui tur.... 
ITnuIs, my lord, is the wiſeſt, and the 
moſt agreeable manper in which a man of 
ſenſe can wind up the thread of life. Happy 
is he whofe ſituation and circumſtances give 
him the opportunity and means of doing it! 
Tho he ſhould not haye made any great ad- 
vances in knowledge, and ſhould fet about 
it late, yet the taſk will not be found difh- 
cult, unleſs he has gone too far out of his 
way; and unlefs he continues too long to 
halt, between the diſſipations of the world, 
and the leiſure of a retired life. 


Vivendi recte qui prorogat boram, 
Ruſticus expectat dum defluat amnis, 
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You know the reſts" Uh {2 6ble more 1 
&nfible ch 1 echt "Hy 
natural' free, ar Rot <0 Ailadvan- 


tages: but 1 have begüt, 'and L WII pet 


for he who je forward Nan Reals 
horſe,'in ad, rig bby: Ze ma get to the end 
of his) wi he canfiot do, who 
galls} phe NW of Nr market, 
our of ty 21016 3803, of © 1201008 ni Delf 

Abi er my 2dear lord. The Thave 
indck more to ſay o this ſubject, yet 1 


perceive, and' 1 doubjl'y du have long per- 


ceived, a1 have fig doe mich; ar ſeaſt 
for à letter "Whready!! The reſt Wall be re. 
ſerved for eonverſition Whenever we meet; 
and then I. hopè tr chm, . bur 
lordfhip's eye, my ſpeculations by my prac- 
tien fh the mean time 5 5 e re 1 55 
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tributed very much; and J thabk 
to the nit an hermit of me. f 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


* Har che pulſe asf not 
be impoſed upon by any 


lame and unequal tranſlation, of 


the following treatiſe, from the 


French, in, hich language art 
ol it has been late ely printed; ahd 
retailed in a monthly: Mercury; 5 
it is judged proper to add it "here, 

at the end of this ſecond: volume, | 
from the author's original ma- 

nuſcript, as he himſelf bad fi- 

niſhed . for the . n 
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| eons Lier ta 
i Femedies to 


length of time, are the | 
Which the greateſt part of mabkin 


works a temporary, the ſecbnd a flow, ef- 


fect: and both ate unworthy of a wiſe man. 


Are ve to fly from ourſelves that we may 
fly from our misfortunes, and fondly to 


imagine that the diſeaſe is cured becauſe. 


we find means to get ſome; moments of 
reſpite from pain ? Or ſhall we expect from 


* Several paſſages of this little ene are wha 
from Stntca : and the whole is writ with ſome al- 


luſion to his ſtyle and manner, © quanquam non 
% omnino temere ſit, quod de ſententiis illius que · 


« ritur Fabius,“ be. EI As. De ſen. jud. 
e 4 


] truſt 
in their afflictions, But the firſt of theſe 


180 mehere won ExALE! 
Z time, the phyſic] Te N 
and uncertaid nt Shal POS 
to be happy till we can orget that We are 
miſerable, and owe to the weakneſs, of our 
facültiks a tra nquillity. which, ought to be 
the effect of this ſtreagth'? Far otherwiſe. 
Let us ſet all our, paſt and our el af- 
flict ions at once-befo en AE 8 tus. c 
refglve 'Overchme them, flying f. 
from them, or wearing out the ſenſe. of t 
r 

0 

\ 


theme by long and i ignominious patience. 
Inſtead of palliating remedies, let us uſe 
the inciſion-knife and the cauſlic, ſearch 
the wound tg the bottom, and work an 
immediate 4 d radical cure. | 2 1 
Tux recalling. of former misfortunes 
ſerves to fortify the mind againſt later. He 
muſt bluſh to ſink under the anguiſh of 
one wound, Who ſurveys. a body ſeamed 
over with the ſears, of. many, and who 
has come victorious out of all the conflicts 
wherein he received them, Let ſighs, 
and tears, and fainting under the lighteſt | 
—ſtrokes of adverſe fortune, be the portion 
of thoſe. unhappy people whoſe tender 
minds a long courſe of felicity has ener- 
vated : while ſuch, as have paſſed through 
years of calamity, bear up, with a noble 
and immoveable ate, againſt the 


heavieſt 


» I De con. ad Hel. 


neee, = Find 182 
heavieſt. Unfnterrupteg nfiſer as this 
. co BUT. it 1 


ut t thre not 


= 5 ere 


neſs and wh ont laß of 855 to N 4 
ourſelves to the ſtud dy..of wiſdom, This 
was the advice whic the 2 Unc gove, to 
Zino, and there is nc a l y,of 
_ our trangqui ity | 1555 ſt all Te — 

to which ae fe is epo. 
Philoſophy has; Tknow, her. Tan 4808, as 
well as War: and among her ſons many 
there have been, who, While they aimed at 
being mote thag men, became ſomething 
leſs. The means of preventing 2 lanes | 
are caſy and ſure; It is a good rule, to 
examine well before we add ict ourſelves 
to any ſect: but I think it is a better rule, 
to addict ourſelves to none. Let us hear 
them all with a perfect ten on 


* 9 * * 


come to enen let ä appear 10 
venerable to us as our own underſtandings. 


Let 


DiOG. LABRT. 
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Let us gratefully acgept the help of every 
one who had endeayoured to correct the 


vices, and ſtrengthen the minds c of men z; 


but let us chuſe for gurſelves, and yield 
univerſal aſſent to none. Thus, that 1 
may inſtance the ſect already mentioned, 
when we ghave laid aſide 1 
and ſurpriſing ſentences, and all the pa 

doxes of the Portie, we ſhall Boch ia. 2 — 
ſchool ſuch doctrines as our unprejudiced 
reaſon/ ſubmits to with pleaſure, as na- 
ture dictates, and as experience confirms. 
Without this precaution, we run the riſque 
of becoming imaginary kings, and, xxal 
dlaves. With it, we may learn to aſſert 


our native freedom, and live water 


on forte „„, fte 40 Pops 
Ix order to which great end, it i 
calls; thatweſtand Ke as centinels, 
to diſcover the ſeeret wiles and open at- 
tacks of this capricious 2 before 
they reach uss. Where 
unexpected, it is hard to reſiſt; but thoſe 
who wait for her, will repel ber with eaſe. 
The ſudden invalion of an enemy over- 
throws ſuch as are not on their guard; 
but they who foreſee the war, and prepare 


themſelves for it before it breaks out, ſtand, 


To without Ge the firſt and the fierceſt 
onſet, 


e falls upon us 


Mb derber Uhr ESA. bez 


dy oh 1 learned this impoftant leſſon 

ge, and never? eruſted to fortutic 
eue, Ale the ſeemed to de at peace 
with me. The" riches, che honors, the 
reputation, a and all the” advantages*which 


her "treacherous" ihdulgence poured upon 


me, I placed ſo, that ſhe might ſnatch 
them apvay withour giving 181800 dif- 


turbance. © Tkepta great interval between 


me and them, She took them, but ſhe 


could not tear them from me. No man 


ſuffers by bad fortune,” but he Who has 
been deceived by good. If we grow fond 


of her gifts, fancy that they belong do us, 


and are perpetualiy to. fehlt wich us, 


if we lean upon them, and expect to be 5 


conſidered for them; we ſhall ſink into 


all the bitterneſs of g grief, as ſoon as theſe 


falſe and cant benefits Pafs away, 
as ſoon as' our vain and childiſh minds, 
unfraught wir ſolid pleaſures, become 


deſtitute even of thoſe which are imagi- 


nary. But, if we do not ſuffer ourſelves 


to be tranſported by proſperity, neither 


ſhall we be reduced by adverſity. Our 


ſouls will be of proof againſt the dangers 
of both thele ſtates : and, having explored 
.our ſtrength, we ſhall- be ſure of it: {Tor - 


in the midſt of felicity, we ſhall have tried 
how we can bear misfortune, 4 
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184 RTT Scrions upon ExIEE. 
Ir is much harder to examine and 
judge, than to take up e ror truſt; 
and therefore the far * pact: of the 
world borrow, 5 ol 85 thoſe. which 
they entertain; concerning, all the. affairs 
of life and death“. 1 > it proceeds 
that men are ſo unanimouſly eager in the 
- Purſuit of things, Which far from having 
any inherent real good, are varniſhed _ 
with a ſpecious and deceitful gloſs, and 
contain: nothj . anſwerable to their ap- 
pearances t. ence ĩt proceeds, on the 
other hand, that, in thoſe things which 
are called evils, there is nothing ſo hard 
and terrible as the general cry of the 
world threatens. The word exile comes 
indeed harſh to the ear, and ſtrikes us 
like a melancholy and execrable ſound, 


through a certain per ſuaſion which men 


have habitually concurred in. Thus the 
multitude has ordained. But the greateſt 
part of their ordinances are, abrogated by 
the wiſe. 8 
RE jxc r ix "therefore. the judgment 
of thoſe who determine according to po- 


ho e or As firſt bee 


1 100 . 


12 Nani e mavult 00 quam judi- 


care, nunquam de vita jadicatur, . en 
Sen. De vita beat. | 


'+ SEx. De con. ad. Hel. 


— O 4 
3 ͤ a O 2 


F 56 Same whit exile real- 
1 en F of pliee; 


1 dinyiniſh- 
Ie 11 * Nang n night eng 
parts 0 of 1 . wed x this rm Mt 


pee] is frec 50 Rae . ome” 


e of=th 15 Yo wg 1 3 . 
fs 4 e en joy. — 
LIM, er 15 i heh we oj 40 | 


95 of ivy eee Thich 
5 were in poſſeſſion” of ; by a feparation 
our ami and Our Friends; by the 

empt Whic of ve may fall into 3 by the 
Ne "with" which" thoſe” who have 
Jriven us abroad, Will 'endeavour to ſully 
the innocence If our. characters, and to 
Juttify the injuftice of their own con. 


duct. HUH 1 231 Y+ Ns BD xD c44 


fot I Na ile; 1 ler us conſider what 
eviht there 1 — I change of place, abſtract· 
edly and by irſelf. 

To live Gerived of one's country is in- 
tolerable+:. $ it ſo? How comes it then 
to p als that ſuch numbers of men live out 
of heir countries by choice? Obſerve 
how the ſtreets of London and of Paris 
are crowded. Call Over thoſe millions 


by 


. Sen. De con. ad Hel, 
'+ Sen, De con. ad Hel. 
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1 ReyLtcTLioNS upon ExiLz: 


by name, and aſk” them one by ohe, of 
what country they are: how many-will 


you find, who, from different parts of the 


earth, come to inhabit theſe great cities, 
which afford the largeſt opportunities, and 
the largeſt encouragement, to virtue and 
to vice? Some are drawn by ambition; 
and ſome are ſent by duty; many reſort 
thither to improve their minds, and many 


to improve their fortunes; others bring 


their beauty, and others their eloquence, 
to market Remove from hence, and go 
to the utmoſt extremities af the Eaſt or 
the Weſt : viſit the barbarous nations of 
Africa, obithe inhoſpitable regions of the 
North: yòu will find no climate ſo bad, 
no country ſa ſavage, as not to have ſome 


people who come from er and 25 0 


bit Therm byichoice. | - {lt non 
AM N 14bumberleſs extravagancies 
which haves paſſed through the minds 


men, we may juſtly reckon for one that 


notion of a . affection, independent of 


our reaſon, and ſuperior to our reaſon, 
x. we are ſuppoſed to have for our 


country; as if there were ſome phyſical 
* in every ſpot of ground, which ne- 

ceſſarily produced this elect in every one 
born upon it. is 


Amor 


BE ITS a. 2 ˙ oa on. CLE 


* 


od — 
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©. Amoypatriae ratione valentioromniꝰ. 
As if the heimvei was an univerſal dif- 
temper, inſeparable from the conſtitution 
of an human body, and not peculiar to the 
Swiſs, who ſeem to have been made for 
their mountains, as their mountains ſeem 2 
to have been made for them. This no- V 
tion may have contributed to the ſecurity 
and grandeur of ſtates. It has therefore 
been not unartfully cultivated, and the pre- 
judice of education has been with care put 
on it's fide, Men have come in this cafe, 
as in many, from believing that it ought. 
to be ſo, to:perſuade-others,” and even to 
believe themſelves that it is ſo. Poco 
relates that ABOAR US came to Rome, 
and gained the eſteem and friendſhip of 
Auous us to ſuch a degree;that this em- 
peror could not reſolvè to let him return 
ome: that Apoanxus' Htought ſeveral 
beaſts, which he had taken one day in 
hunting, alive to AvovsTvs : that he 
placed in different parts of the Circus ſome 
of the earth which belonged to the places 
where each of theſe animals had been 
caught: that as ſoon as this was done, and 
they were turned looſe, every one of them 
ran to that corner where his earth lay: 
that AvevsT us, admiring their 9 
hes 540 8 


* Ov. De Ponto, El. ir. 
T Card. BZN TI. Let. 
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of love for their country which nature 
has graved in the hearts of beaſts, and 
ſtruck by the. evidence of the truth, grant 
ed the requeſt which Az rvs imme- 
diately preſſed upon him, and allowed, 
tho with regret, the tetrarch: to; return to 
Edeſſa. But this i tale deſerves Juſt: as 
much eredit as that Which follows: in the 
ſame place, of the letter of AnA Rus to 
Jesus CnRisr, of our Saviour's anſwer, 
and of the cure of ABG ARS. There is 
nothing ſurely, more groundleſs than the 
notion here advanced, nothing more ab. 
ſurd. We love the country in * we 
are born, becauſe we receive particular 
benefits from it, and becauſe we have par 
ticular obligations to it: which ties we 
may have to moetber country, as. well as 
to that we are bomann; to aur country by 
election, as well as to our; country by 
birth. In all other reſpects, a wiſe man 
looks on himſelf as a citizen of the world; 
and, when you aſk him where his country 
lies, points, like Ax Ax An A8, with his 
finger ta the heavens : et I}; „le 10 
22 55 are other .perfons,- again, who 
have imagined that as the whole univerſe 
ſuffers a continual: » and nature 


= OE 3 2 8 Ana- 


+ a -— ax 4a. 


ſeems'to delight in it, ©! or to preſerve her- 
ſelf by it, ſo there is in the minds of men 


RefL ectrons upon Ex1LE. ity 

4 fattifal' reſtleſſneſs: which'iticlifies them 
to change of place, and tothe ſhifting their 
Hhabitations*. .© This opinion: has at leaſt 
an appearance of truth, which the other 
x and is countenanced, as the other 
4s: contradicted, by experience. But, what- 
ever thereaſohsbe, 'which muſt have varied 
infiaitely--in-an- infinite. number of caſes, 
and an immenſe ſpace of time; true it is 
in fact, that the families ànd nations of 
the world have been in a continual fluc- 
tunit, roaming about on the face of the 
dlobe, driving and driven out by turns, 
hat a number of colonies has Aſia ſent 
inte Europe! The Phoenicians planted the 
*coaſts of the Mediterranean ſea, and puſh- 
ed their ſettlements even into the ocean. 
ITbe Etrurians were of Aſiatic extraction; 
and, to mention no more, the Romans, 
"thoſe lords of the world, - acknowledged a 
Y {Ty youu exile for the founder of their em- 
How many migrations! have there 

of wh, in return to theſe, from Europe into 
Y Alia! ? They would beendleſs to ehumerate; 
for, beſides the Aeolic/ the loric, and others 
of almoſt equal fame, the Greeks, during 
ſeveral ages, made continual expeditions, 
and built cities in ſeveral parts of Aſia. 
The Gauls penetrated thither too, and 
"eſtabliſhed a kingdom. The European 


Scythians 


® Sen, De con, ad Hel, 
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Scythians over. ran theſe vaſt provinces, 
and carried their arms to the confines of 
Egypt. ALEXANDER ſubdued all from 
the Helleſpont to India, and built towns, 


and eſtabliſned colonies, to ſecure bis con- 


queſts, and to eterniſe his name. From 


both theſe parts of the world Africa has 


received inhabitants and maſters; and what 


5 ſhe has received ſhe has given. The Ty- 


rians built the city, and founded the repub- 
lic, of Carthage; and Greek has been the 
language of Egypt. In the remoteſt anti- 


quity we hear of BE EUS in Chaldaea, and 


of SRSoSTRI8S planting His tawny colonies 


in Colchos : and Spain has been, in theſe 


later ages, under the dominion of the Moors. 


If we turn to Runic hiſtory, we find our 


fathers, the Goths, led by WopEx and by 


— .* * . 


"Tron, their heroes firſt and their divini- | 
ties afterwards,' from the Aſiatic Tartary 


into Europe: and who can aſſure us that 


this was their firſt migration? They came 
into Aſia perhaps by the eaſt, from that 


continent to which their ſons have lately 


ſailed from Europe by the weſt: and thus, 

in the proceſs of three or four thouſand 
years, the ſame rate of men have puſhed 
their conqueſts and their habitations round 
the globe: at leaſt this may be ſuppoſed, 


AS ibs as it is ſuppoſed, I think by 


ROT 1 
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Gnor ius, that America was peopled from 
Scandinavia. The world is a great wilder- 
neſs, wherein mankind have wandered and 
joſtled one another about from the creation: 
Some have removed by neceſſity, and others 
by choice, One nation has been fond of 
ſeizing een eee tired of poſſeſ- 
ſing: and it will be difficult to point 
out the country which is to this day i in the 
hands of it's firſt inhabitants. 
Tus fate has ordained that nochin ing 
mall remain long in the ſame ſtate : and 
what are all theſe tranſportations of people, 
but ſo many public Exiles ?.V a kRo, the 
| moſtlearned of the Romans, thought, ſince 
Nature“ is the ſame wherever we go, that 
this ſingle circumſtance was ſufficient to 
remove all Ohjections to change of place, 
taken hy itſelf; and ſtripped of the other 
nee engen Which! attend exilo. M. 


go into baniſhment,: cannot be kindered 
from, carrying their virtue along with: them. 
Now, if any one qudge that each of theſe 
comforts" is in, itſelf mſufficient, he muſt 
however confeſs that both of them, joined 
together, are able to remove the terrors of 
_ exile, For what trifles muſt all we leave 
| behind us be eſteemed, in compariſon. of 


the 
. 82 u. De con. ad Hel. 


| 192 — upon Extlbx. 
the two moſt precious things which men 


Lan enjoy, and which, we are ſure, will] 


follow us wherever we turn our ſteps, the 


ſame Nature, . and our proper Virtue 


Believe me, the providence of God has e- 


ſtabliſhed ſuch an order in the world, that 


of all which belongs to us the leaſt valuable 
. alone fall under the will of others. 


hatever is beſt is ſafeſt: lies out of the | 


reach of human power; can neither be given 
nor taken away. Such is this great and 


| beautiful work of nature, the world. Such 4 


is the mind of man, which contemplates | 
and admires. the world whereof it makes 


the nobleſt part. Theſe are inſeparably 
ours, and as long as we remain in one we 
* ſhall enjoy the other... Let us march there- 
fore intrepidly wherever we are led by the 
courſe, of + human; accidents. Wherever 
they lead us, on what coaſt ſoever we are 
thrown by them, we ſhall not find our: 
ſelves abſolutely ſtrangers. We ſhall meet 
with men and women, creatures of the 
ſame figure, endowed with the ſame fa- 
z culties, and born under the ſame laws of 
nature. We ſhall ſee the ſame virtues and 
vices, flowing from the ſame general prin- 
ciples, but varied in a thouſand different 
00 contrary ne, n to that in- 
G finite 

o SE x. De con * Hel. 
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finite variety of laws and cuſtoms which 
is eſtabliſhed for the ſame univerſal end, 
the preſervation of ſociety. We ſhall feel 
the ſame revolution of ſeaſons, and the 
ſame fun _w_ moon * will guide the coutſe 1 
2 our year. The ſamne àzurò vault, be- wn 
angled Aich ſtars, will bet every where 
15 over our heads. There is no part 
of the world from whence-we may not ad- 
mire thoſe planets which roll, like ours, in 
different orbits round the farne central im; 
-From-whence'\we":triay hot-diſcover an ob- 
ject ſtill. more ſtupendous, that army of 
fixed ſtars hung up in the immenſe ſpace 
. of the univerſe, innumerable. ſuns whoſe 
beams enlighten and cheriſh the unknown 
worlds which roll around them, 5 and whilſt 
1 am raviſhed by ſuch contemplations as 
theſe, hilſt my ſouli is thus raiſed up to 
heaven, it imports me little what ang 
I tread upon. 
Bg ur us, in the book: which he writ 
on virtue, related that he had ſeen MaR- 
cELLUS in exile at Mytilene, living im all 
* Pur. Of bamiſhment. He compares thoſe 
who cannot live out of their own country, to, the 
ſimple people who fancied that the moon of Athens 


was a finer moon than that of Corinth. 
— labentem coelo quae _— anndia. 15 


VII. Gro; 1 
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88 j ppio þ hi man nat ture is 0a, $ 
pale fe 590 115 vating, with, 5010 ch af 
ſidity as 8 e 8 ol Lind of laudab Ap 8 
ledge. He added that this ſpectacle made 
him think that it was rather he who Mens 
into baniſhment, ſince he was to return 
without the other, 2175 the oth her ” 0 
remained in It - ARCELLUS; 

more happy when BruTvs 0 Fs thy 
exile, than when the commonwealth ap- 
proved thy conſulſhip ! How great a man 
muſt thou. have been, to. extort admiration 
from um who, appęared an object; of, ad- 
90175 even to his own. Cato! The 
ſame BRT vs reported 3 that 


CabSAR overſhot ncht ef bec uſe he : 


could not ſtand the fight of MARC ELLus 
reduced to a ſtate ag unworthy of him, 
His reſtoration. was. at lengt h obtained by 


the public i interceſſi on of the ble ſenate, 


who were dejected with grief to ſuch a 
degree, that they ſeemed all upon this 
en to have the ſame ſentiments with 


„ 
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* W was aſſaſünated at Athens, in 155 
return home, by Ca1to, an old friend, and fellow- 
ſoldier of his. The motive of CnILo is not ex- 


plained in hiſtory. Catgar was ſuſpected, but he 


ſeems to be juſtified by the opinion of BAU. 


OOO, went, tos lad FI -oh.S 


a, 5 hs th =, 
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This was to return with honor ; 2 t ok 
he remained abroad og e Wer 
Bavrus could ne not ot reſolve 0 le 
nor CAESAR to ſee him ; for both of 10 0 
bore witneſs of his merit.” "by uus 


grieved, and. Cats AR bluſhed. t to go to 
Rome without him. ho ads nd 

"Q.'MereLios, uch cus had wg 
15 one the ſame fa &.1o "eas be JED 
while the people, Who; are always the ſurelt 
inſtruments of their own ſervitude, Foy 
layin wk under the conduct of MAR 1u 


ict 


12 a 0 PIT el 1 


1 


fled to, > 10 e it 155 be 
e judged in t 


NY in the dotage of. the. Athenian. 
Merzrrus Knew, that if his fellow-ci- 
tizens amended, he ſhoult be recalled ; 


K + * yoftrd 1 990 aid 


a9 0 etage zds v6 boni, 29 01 e 
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and if they did not ang 41 woes mend, ng 


5 have he 
could be n Where . W orle . a bait he 


He went voluntarily into 55 A > an where- 
ever he paſſed he 55 8 the For mptom 
of a ſickly ſtate, and the Certa BR 1105 
tic of an expiring cone ee 

temper he continued. ih, abroad "il ph 
appear by a Fragment, of one of his Fires 
which GELIL Ius 75 in a dan comp 


CLavpivs, ha Gerte for the Take 


tion of. phraſes uſed 8 del 185 


the word Frunifcor, 4 Illi vero 2h jure 


4 atque honeſfate interdhe 


of 955 
dt qua TOs ue g A et BER 


85 rig fruniſcor. appy | 1481753 


happy in the atze of thy « own virtue! 


happy in thy pious 'ſon, and in that excel- 
lent friend who reſembled thee. in 4 
and in fortune HR RY FF 
RuriLius ad geſended Alla aga 
the extortions. of the. publicans, abe 


WW EY SF OS 


to the {tric Juſtice. of which he made 
profeſſion, and to the particular duty of his 


office, 'The Equeſtrian order were upon 


this account his enemies, and the Marian 
faction Was ſo of « courſe, on account of his 


probity, as well as out of hatred to Me- 
TELLUs, The moſt innocent man of the 
0 was neruleg, of Chris The beſt 
= "Br | 43 man 

= Lib. xvü. cap. 3. 1 


» 


Rx#iz6T10ns upon Exil. ig) 


man -was proſecuted. by the worſt, b 
AÞ'tctvs'; a name dedicated to ac 
Thoſe Who had ſtirred up the falſe accu- 
ſation ſat as Judges, and 76 1 the 
unjuſt ſentence againſt him. hardly 
deighed to defend his cauſe, but retired 
my the Eaſt, w 1 10 that roman, \ virtue, 
hich Rome could not bear, was received 
Wich honor T. Shall RuTILivs now be 
deemed unhappy, when they who con- 
demned him are, for that action, deliyered 
down as criminals to all future enerations? 


FA +. EE 8px Ad 


_ when he 01 8 his country, With! Freater 


eale than would ſuffer u WOE to niſh? 
ir he alone: durft” refuſe 


SYLLA, and bein 5 recalled | Hogs t only 
declined | to go, but fled farther, b e 
WI AI do you propoſe, f it ay be ſaid, 


theſe examples, multi udes. Cf v ich 
2 a Hard" the 1 of 


are to be collecte 
former ages? 1 Propoſe. to. ſhew that as 
Change of Place, ſimply conſidered, can 
render no man unhappy, ſo the other, evils 
which are objefted' to Exile, ether der 
happen to wiſe and) Vittugus meg; or, if 


f. of dia . thein, canyor, 1 


1 19 22 Af; & 2 351; 


„There was — Arte in the reign of 


Tete, famous for his gluttony, and a third 
in the time of Trajan,, 


＋ San, L. De prov. cap. oe 


them 
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ih  Ririvevions u pon \ Extn. oF 
FOTE-| 
miſerable, Stones pg, and cak 


oe ſce ate cold: and all who feet them, 25 | 


them alike*. But the good or the bad 
events, which fortune brings upon us, are 
felt according to what qualities we, not 
they, haye. They are in themſelves, in; in. 
diffetent and common accidents, an nd, they 
acquire, ſtrength by, nothing but our vic 
or our weakneſs. Fortune can diſpenle 
neither felicity nor infelicity unleſs we co- 
operate with her. Few men, who are un- 
happy. under the loſs of an eſtate, , would 
be happ PF. in the poſſeſſion, of i it: and thoſe, 
who de 
exile takes away, will not be vhhappy 
when they are deprived of them. 

It grieves me to make an exception to 
this FE but T'v.L Ly was one ſo remark- 


* 7»: 


his great man, 


who had, been the oe of his country, | 


ST 7 i. 


ffs for the 8 1 5 — e SOV % 
weight. He diſhonored that baniſhment 
which indulgent providence meant to be 
the means of rendering his glory complete. 
Uncertain where he ſhould 8050 or what he 

5 . ſhould 


* piu r. on 8 


erve to enjoy the advantages Which 
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112440 


Wau do, fearful as a woman, and Howard 
child, he lamented the 166 of His rank, 

of his riches, and of his ſplendid popularity, 
His eloquence ferved only to aint his 
ignominy | in ſtronger colors. He wept 
over the ruins of his fine Houſe. 'which 
Ct.oD1vs had demoliſhed © and His ſepara- 
tion from Terentia, whom he repudiated 
not long afterwards, was perhaps an afflic- 
tion to him at this time. Every thing be- 
comes intolerable to the man who is An | 
ſubdued by grief“. He regrets what” he 
took no pleaſure in enjoying, and, GVer bod. 
ed alrea ly, he "thrigk at ite weight of a 
eather, Crckxo's behaviour; 1 ! ſhort, 

was ſuch that his friends, as well as his ene- 
mies, believed him to have loſt his ſenſes -. 
CA Es AR beheld, with a ſecret ſatisfaction, 
a man, who had refüfed tobe his lieute- 
Aaänt, weer ing under the rod: of Ci p 1 us. 
Pourey. "hoped to find ſome excuſe for 
his own ingratitude ! in the contempt which 
the friend, whom lie had abandoned, ex- 
3 himſelf to. Nay ATTievs judged 
him too meanly | attached co his former 
fortune, and eproached' him for it. 
| 8750 Hrg. K On. lib " ATÞ 1005, 


03 HYOTG 412 2lgon Hoods 
* Mitto'c caetera Abenbite Etenim fletn im - 
pedior.. L. iii. Ad Attic; ep. 10. WI 18715 8 
Tam ſaepe, et tam vehementer objurgas, et ani- 
mo infirmo elle dicis. Ib. 
i * 20 TY of . 


200 RErxc ros upon ExTfLx, 
Arreuszoyhaſe greatetalents werei uſury 
and trimming e placed his principabme 
rit in being rich; and who would have been 
noted with infamy at Athens, for keeping 
well with all ſides, and venturing on 
none g: even Ar r icus bluſhed for Tul- 
LV, the moſt plauſible man alive aſſumed 
the fiyk of Camo; Sieden „ell! 
I HAvHdwelt the longer on this inſtance, 
becauſe, whilſt it takes nothing from the 
truth which has been eſtabliſhed, it teaches 
us another of great importance. Wiſe men 
are certainly ſuperior to all the evils of ex- 
ile. But in a ſtrict ſenſe he, Who has left 
any one paſſion in his ſoul unſubdued, will 
not deſerve that appellation. It is not e- 
nough that we have ſtudied all the duties 
of public and private life, that we are per⸗ 
fectly acquainted vith them, and : that we. 
live up to them in the eye of the world, 
A paſſion that lies dormant in the heart, 
and has eſcaped our ſcrutiny, or which 
we have obſerved and indulged as venial, 
or which we have perhaps encouraged, as 
a principle to excite and to aid our virtue, 
may one time or other deſtroy our tranquil- 
lity, and diſgrace. our whole character. 
When virtue has ſteeled the mind on eve- 
ry ſide, we are invulnerable on every ſide: 
but AchiILES was wounded in the 2 


$ Prur. Vit. Solon. 
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The'leaft- part, overlooked or: neglected, 
may expoſe us to receive a mortal; blow. 
Reaſon cannot obtain che abſolute domi- 
nion of our ſouls by one victory. Vice 
has many reſerves, which muſt be beaten; 

many ſtrong Holds, which muſt be forced; 
and we 2 — be found of proof in many 
trials, without being ſo in aH. We may 
reſiſt the ſevereſt, and yield: to the weakeſt 
attacks of fortune. We may have got the 

better of àvarice, the moſt epidemical diſ- 
eaſe of the mind, and yet be ſlaves to am- 
bition . We may have purged dur ſouls 
of the Four: of death, and yet ſome other 
fear may venture to lurk "hehing. This 
Was 8 caſe of Cicero. ' Vaniey » was 


Ih | «at . whats. LE SBS. £1 Lf 


b 
* 


* Stu Ec A ns thelcontier 'of all this, Bike SE 
to the Stoical ſyſtem, which, however, he, departs 
from on many occaſidns: contra unam quam- 
« libet partem fortunae ſatis 1 roboris eſt, idem 
« adverſus omnes erit. —8i avaritia dimifit, vebe- 
ge mentiſſima generis humani peſtis, moram tibi am- 
*bitio non faciet. fb blicke Fes &c. D. Caꝝ. 
7 Hel. 73 oy Y 81 | 

Non Gin * Ran e riter ombia profter- 
nit. In 7 rfain ſemel Fete Bid. N rofl 

Nec audacem quidem timoris rin ne pro- 
digum quidem avaritia liberamus. De Benef. I. 4 


C. 27. © 3. Ify f 34 by £8 14 = 14 33. 294 5 


; ui autem habet en e een 5. 
5. 0. 15. = 


FEW 
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\ 


0, Rifhc#iBhs Yon Een. 
10 ai DP „ "PB, 1 Goeftion 
or. © zeal," q öidibene his in. 


and ſupported his conftancy againſt Ca. 
Ti LN but it gave to Cog 10s an en- 
tire ih over? him. He was not a- 


iy id to d Fe 5 nd art with eſtate; rank 


Ir, and 7 thing Which he lamen . 


000 7 the Tlofs of: Wat he was afraid to live 


ep rived of them. Ut vivus haec amit- 


0 0 He Would probably have met 


1 
it 14 


But ne plas not b to 05 bimſelf, d 
to be ſeen by others, ſtri pped of thoſe trap- 


pings Which he was accuſtomed to wear. 


| This, made him 1. ak out into fo many 


* caream honore ? * qua gloria? 2 * And 


ſhameful expreſſions. Poſſum obliviſci 


«c qui fuerim ? ? non ſentire qui ſim? quo 


ſpeaking of his brother — Vitavi ne vi- 
60 derem, ne aut illius luctum ſqualorem- 


1492 


5 que Pier aut me quem ille floren- 
| e a tiſſimum 


: * 4 o 
| 5 * 1 J. np 

* > , bl ay p ri * 

. = bl 4 eo 2 5 6 ? I ws” 6 ah 2 


* fo animo autem gloriae cupido, qualis fuit Cice. 


ronis. plurimum poteſt. Vel. Pat. I. 1. 


+ Ep. ad Attic. 1. 3. ep 3, 7, 10. et paſſim. 
L. 3 Ep. 10. ad Attic, 


duſty, 8 ah the lb of his country, 
fop 


_ 7: eng en, Fx - 403 
zd AGpup reliquerat ee He: 
que. oferrem. Roe 

of death, and prepared 1 2 mind [ for, it. > 
T here were occaſions. to 191755 88 ra- 
nity might be flattered 575 Wo, But the 

ſame vanity hindered 1 in is Proſpe 

12 eſtate from ſuppoſi ing ſuch.; cA 80 
a as afterwards happened , to. hig © Whe 1 


prized him, it ſtunned him 3 132 'be hs 


Rome, 5 fumum, et opes, ſerepicoitque 
Romae,“ and unweaned fr from al, thoſe 
things which habit renders nece eſſary, and 

hich, nature has left indifferent. 
- Ws have enumerated them above; and 
it is time to deſcend into a more particu- 
lar examination of them. . _Chabge of 
| 17 7 then may be borne by every man. 
Ar is bi delight of many. But who can 
bear the evils which accompany exile ? 
you who aſk the queſtion. can bear. them. 
Every one who conſiders them as they 
are in themſelves, inſtead . of looking at 
them thro the falſe. optic which preju- 
dice holds. before our eyes. For what? 
you have loſt your eſtate: reduce your 
deſires, and you will perceive yourſelf to 
be as rich as ever, with this conſiderable. 
advantage to oo: that 8 cares will 
e 


204 dee eee te 
be diminiſhed®. . Our natu on, bow real 
Wants, "ir ok ned ee Oy 
whil ed 0 ncy. 101 g 
| create. are endes d to none. Truth 17 
within a little and certain compaſs, | wg 
error, 58 immenſe. It we Teal Ane 2 
fires t refore to wander beyon * 
8 a a Hy. ff wa ; 
* quid cu 1 em per abeſt rei.“ , 
come, neceſſitous, in the midſt of plenty, 
and our poverty encreaſes with our riches. 
Reduce your defires, be able to ſay with 
the apoſtle, of Greece, to. whom Ex As- 
Mus was ready to: addreſs his prayers, 
« quam multis ipſe non _egeo !“ baniſh 
out of your exile all imaginary, and you 
will ſuffer no real wants. The little ſtream 
which is left will f ſuffice to quench the 
thirſt of nature, and that which cannot 
be quenched by it, is not your thirſt, but 
your. di eech, 3 a diſtemper formed by 
the vicious habits of your mind, and not 
the effect 5 15 exile. Hoy great a part of 
mankind * Pert; With chearful- 
5 neſs, 


„ Naturalia 10 defierta I ale v : ex falſa opinione 
naſcentia ubi deſinant non habent, nullus enim ter- 
xanga Sen. Ep. 16. 

- Excerp, ex Lib. Sen. falſely ſo called. 

Si ad naturam vives, numquam eris pauper ; fi ad 
opinionem, nunquam dives. Exiguum natura defi- 
derat, "Ae immenſum. Sen. W 16. 


| Rapurerions upon Eri: 205 
29 e a TTL, ve 


Haccu Sn 00, Ti jay 
we 30 be able © Aue 1d” 
by reflection, what the hs Wy Mee 
poſſeſſes by habit? Shall thoſe Who hav: 10 
ſo many advanta zes Ther him be Mayes to 
wants 7 1 'neceſſi itles of, Which e Ha "a 05 
norant” The "rick' whole” Wa allte 

tites neither the produce” of one. 185 11 
nor of one part of the world can wh, i 
for whom the whole habitable globe 15 | 
1 gh for whom the . 0d wy 


Thad, 


— creatures, 855 Aich | 5 ) 4 theſe 
ty, are often glad to inhabit an humble 
cot, and to make an homely meal. They 
run for refuge into the arms of frugality. 
Madmen that they are to live always in 
fear of what they ſometimes wiſh for, and 
to fly from that life which they find it 
luxury to imitate ! Let us caſt our eyes 
backwards on thoſe great men who lived 
in the ages of virtue, of ſimplicity, of 
frugality, and let us bluſh to. think that 
we enjoy in baniſhment more than the 
were maſters of in the midſt of their 
glory, in the utmoſt afluence of their 
fortune. Let us imagine that we behold 
N Nee 9 
* Sen, de Con. ad Hel. | 
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a great dict ator. audience to the 
Samnite Aena = Ea Np 0 

the hearth his mean repaſt 1155 the Fin 
hand which had fo often ſubdued the 
enemies of the commonwealth, and borne 
the triumphal lawrel to the capitol. Let 
us remember that PLaTo had but * three 
ſervants, and that Zx xo had none So- 
cg Ar Es, the reformer of his country, was 
maintained, as MexnEnius ASIA, the 
arbiter, of his country was buried, by 
contribution §. W hile ATTILI vs Rob 
945 EW Vil 1116 E oil þb: 519051 75 * kus 


a a 4* ＋ 12 e 
gf, 


Gl PL ano! 8 ; will, i in Dig. Wile, henSnefdat ke. 
vants, beſides Diana, to whom he gave her freedom. 

AvvLz1vus makes his eſtate conſiſt in a little gar- 

den near the academy, two ſervants, a patten for ſa- 

erifices, and as much gold as would ſerve to make 
car-rings for a child. 


+ Zexo was owner of a A khoukkd talents Glen he 


came from Cyprus into Greece, and he uſed to lend 
His money out upon ſhips at an high intereſt. He 
kept, in ſhort, a kind of inſurance-office. He loſt this 
eſtate perhaps when he ſaid, © reQe ſans agit fortu- 


* na, quae nos ad philoſophiam impellit.“ Afterwards 


he received many and great preſents from Antigo- 
nus. | So that his great frugality and ſimplicity of 


life, was the effect of his choiqg. and not of neceſſity. 


Vid. Dio. Laer. 
$ Diog. Laer. wit. * quotes Ariſtoxenus for af- 
firming that Socrates uſed to keep a box, and lived 


upon the money which was put into it: Poſita igi - 


* tur arcula, coligiſſe pecuniam quae daretur; con- 
„ ſumptaà autem ea, rurſus poſuiſſe. mo 
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1 U ebe the'Cartliagh nuch n aner 
flight of his uced his fa- 
105 to diſtreſs 1. oe rand the tillage 
of his little farm became the public care. 
Sc1P1o dyed without leaving enough to 
marry, his, daughters, and their Portions 
were payed” out of the treaſbry ef che 
ſtate; for ſure it was juſt that the people 
of Rome ſhould once pay tribute to him; 
who had eſtabliſned a perpetual tribute 
on Carthage. After ſuch examples ſhall 
we be afraid of poverty! ? ( ſhall We diſ- 
dain to be „ into a family which 
has ſo, many illuſtriqus anceſtors? ſhall 
we complain of baniſhment for raking 
from us what the greateſt philoſophers, 
and the greateſt heroes of antiquity: never 
enjoyed ? e 
Fou will find. OY be 85 and at- 
tribute to artifice, that 1 ider ſingly 
misfortunes which come al together on 
the baniſhed man, and overbear him 
with their united weight. You could 
ſupport change of place if it was not ac- 
companied with poverty, or poverty if it 
was not accompanied with the ſeparation 
from your family and your friends, with 
the loſs of your. rank, conſideration, and 
power, with contempt and ig nominy. 
Whoever he be who reaſons in this man- 


ner, 
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a ner, let him take the follo1 ing. anſwer. 


The leaſt f. heſe circumſtances 18 ſingly 
ſufficient to render the man miſerable 
who is not prepared for it, who has 
| not diveſted himſelf of that paſſion upon 
which it is directed to 0 ahl My hl he 
as go maſtery; of all his 
| 0, wh ATT oreſeen all theſe acci- 
dents, and prep ed his mind to endure 
them all, will be ſuperior to all of them, 
and to all of them at once as well as 
ſingly. He will not bear the loſs of his 
rank, ecauſe he can bear the Tofs of his 
eſtate: but he will bear both; * becauſe 
he is prepared for both; "becauſe he is 
free from ah much As, be is from 
EY. Spa, | Sai 8 


"ole 10 are rb ſüch - Eraſe 15 
names of ſuch as "ought not to ſtand 
on the roll, and the voluminous cati- 
logue will Toon” dWiudle into an arrow 


compals.. ers "Regret, if you pleaſe; your | 
ſeparation from this ſmall remnant, Far 
be it from me, whilſt 1 declaim againſt 


a ſhameful and v vicious s weakneſs of mind, 


2 on to 


4 


e 


Nestler feilen Ex 15 Fg 


10 proferibe the! RnfitientY"of"d. vittuci 
55 4s Reger You Te ation fro 
your 1 3 but ret get It le 4 1 


e 


ſtrength, not weakneſs of mind; it is 


virtue, not vice. 292910 81 1 4 5 
Bo FT. the leaſt uneaß neſs _ he logg 
the rank which is ignoftri⸗ 


len There 110 lde rank among 
men, but that which real merit aſſigns. 
The princes of the earth may giye nAmee, 
and infticute ceremonies,” an 8 
obſervation of them ; che i ith 
and their wickedneſs. ma y prom * the 
to cloathe fools and Inder "with bes of 
honor, and' emblems of wiſdom and oy 
tue: but no man will be in truth ſu 
rior to, another, without ſuperior wetit; TE 
and t 8 rank can't no more be taken front 
uh, an the merit "which" Mybiiſhee it 
The ſupreme authority gives 2 fictitiou 
and arbitrary value 5 coin, which Is 
therefore not current alike "1 all times 
and in all places 3 ; but the real value re- 
mains invaflable, and the rovident mäß, 
who gets rid as faſt as he Eat of the drof 
piece, hoards up the good fllver.” © 
merit will not procure Che fame {nie 
ration univerſally, But what then? the 
| title to this con ideration is the ſame, _ 
VI 
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pil be. found alike; RE circumſtance 
| by. thoſe who. are wiſe 

ſelves. If it is not owned by ſuch as are 
otherwiſe, nothing is however taken from 
us ; we have no, reaſon to complain, 
They conſidered us for a_ rank which 
we had; for our denomination, not for 
our intrinſic value. „We have that rank, 
that denomination no longer, and they 
conſider us no longer; they admired, in 
us what we admired not in ourſelves, If 
they lap to. neglect us, let us learn to 
Pity, them. Their aſſiduity Was impor. 
tunate; let us not complain of the ease 
which this change procures us; let us 
rather apprehend the return of that rank 
and that power, which, like a ſunny day 
would bring back cheſe little inlet, and 
make them ſwarm once more about us. 
I, know, how. apt, we are, under ſpe 


pretences, to di guiſe our weakneſſes, and 


our vices, and how often we ſucceed | not 
only in deceiving the world, but even in 
deceiving ourſelves. An inclination to do 
good is inſeparable from a virtuous mind, 


and, therefore, the; man, who cannot, Pear 


with patience the loſs of that rank and 
power which he enjoyed, may be willing 
to attribute his regrets to the impoſſibility 
which he * himſelf reduced to of 


ſatis- 


and. virtuos them. 


TN 
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farkfying this inclination; © Bt t. let ſuch 
an one Labs, chit a wife” man contents 
himſelf with doing as much good as his 
ſituation allows him to do; that there is 
no ſituation wherein we may not do a 
„ ereat deal; and that When we are de- 
bprived of greater power to do more good; 
woe eſcape at the fame time the te 0 pig. 
tion of doing ſome evil. cen 
0 Taz inconveniencies, which % pers 
Wenkionge, carry nothing along with 
them diffcult to be borne by a wiſe and 
virtaous man ; and thoſe which'temain 
to be mentioned, contempt and ignominy, 
can never fall to his lot. It is impoſſible 
that he who reverences himſelf ſhould 
be deſpiſed by others: and how carr igno- 
miny affect the man who collects all his 
ſtrength within himſelf, Who appeals 
from the judgment of the multitude to 
another tribunal, and lives independent of 
mankind and of the ackidents of life ? 


Caro loſt the election of practor, and 


that of conſul; but is any one blind 
11 0 to truth to itriagine” that thele 
_ repulſes reflected any diſgt race” on him? 
| The dignity of thofe twWo mag giſtracies 
Would have been encreaſed ' by bis wear- 
ing them. They f ſuffered, not Caro. 
: Ruin enTEIT: $01 ou 

5 Sen, de Con, ad Hel. 
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have purſued the intereſt of your country 
without regard to the enemies you creat. 


and purſued with, ignomiay, and thole 


The perſons, in oppoſition to whom you 


eumſtances as "theſe you think intolera- 


— 
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Tou haye fulfilled all the duties of 
good citizen, you have been, true to your 
truſt, conſtant in your engagements, and 


ed, and the dangers you ran, Lou fe 
yered her intereſt as, much as lay in your 
power from thoſe of her factions, .and 

from thoſe of her neighbours, and allics Þ 

too, when they became different. She 
reaps the benefit of theſe ſervices, and 
you ſuffer for them. You are baniſhed 


whom you hindered, from triumphiog at 
her expence revenge themſelves at yours, 


ſerved, or eyen ſaved the public, con- 
ſpire and accompliſh your private ruin. 
Theſe are your accuſers, and the giddy 
ungrateful crowd your judges... , Your 
name is hung up in the tables of pro- 


ſcription, and art joined to malice endea- 
vours to make your beſt actions paſs for 


crimes, and to ſtain your character. For 
this purpoſe the ſacred voice of the ſenate 
is made to pronounce a lye, and thoſe re- 


cords, which ought to be the eternal mo- 


numents of truth, become the vouchers 
of impoſture and calumny. Such cir- 


le, 
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4 


ble, and you would p refer death to ſo 
Oni an eile. Pete not) your- 


Cp.” The'i gnominy” temalns "with 12 5 


who proſecute: * unjuſtly, not with him 
who ſuffers unjuſt ſecution. „ Reca 3 
«':Gtrat indique tutus.““ Suj phos yrs 
the act Which baniſhes 1000 : de- 


| . clated that you "Have me. e BY $ 
7 "Sag ae” 


diſtemper, that you 112 0 
otherwiſe d gefor mad. This 085 ren- 


der the legiſlators ridiculous.* The other 


tendderb e infamous But neither one 
nor the other can affect the man Who, in 
an healthful well pro ortioned bod) en- 
joys a Conſcience void of all the offences 
aſcribed to him. Inſtead of ſuch an exile, 
would you compound, that you might 
live at home in eaſe and plenty, to be the 
inſtrument of blending theſe contrary in- 
tereſts once more to: ether, and of g giving . 
but the third place to that of your conn- 
try? Would you proſtitute her power to 
the ambition of others, under the Pre- 
tence of ſecuring her from imaginary 
dangers, and drain her 1 into the 


| pockets of the meaneſt and.” vi leſt, of her 


citizens, under the pretence' of paying her 


debts? If you could ſubmit to lo. infa- 


mous 


78 The : dialogue between Ciceroand Philiſcus, Dion. 


. „38. 


— 3 rn > — & ä * 
9 * 
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mous a compoſition, you are not the ma 
to-whom I addreſs my diſcourſe, or with 
whom 1 will have any commerce: and if 
vou have virtue enough to diſdain it, why ; 
ſhould you repine at the other alternatives 
Baniſhment from ſuch a country, and wich 
ſuch circumſtances 4s, Uke being delixe ered N 
from priſon. D10GzNzs,| was driven ou 
of the kingdom of Pontus for counterfeit YN 
ing the coin, and STR A,Toxievs thought 
that forgery might be committed in order 
to get baniſhed. from Scriphos. But you 
: tur obtained your 1 9 55 by doing! vo 

| Ut . | 59110158 Tis D l61 6; 1 
„ eee NT, th all; its train of evils, -J 2 


is ſo far from being the cauſe of contempt, | «: 
that he who bears up with an undaunted 
ſpirit againſt them, while ſo many are de. v 
jected by them, erects on his very misfor- | t. 
tunes a trophy to his honor : for ſuch is 
the frame and temper of our minds, that a 
nothing ſtrikes us with greater admiration f 
than a man intrepid 1 in the midſt of mil- |F 1 
fortunes. Of all ignominies an ignomi- WF 4 
nious death muſt be allowed to be the 
greateſt, and yet where is the blaſphemer 


who will preſume to defame the death of 
SocraTEs *? This ſaint entered the pri- 
ſon with the fame countenance with which 

he 


| # Sen. de con. ad Hel. Fo 


che ground, and with throbt 


* K 
* a 1 
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e teduced thirty eels UP he took 
of igfioninny* from the for how 
could it be deemed a priſon "when Soch A- 
Ts was there? AR 1871 DES Was led to 
execution in the ſame city; all thoſe "who 
met the ſad proceſſion, caſt: their eyes 

| neh 
bewalled, not the innocent mans hüt Ju- 


— 


3 ice herſelf, 'who was in hun condemned. 


Yet there was a wretch found, for monſters 
are ſometimes produced in contradiction to 


3 | the ordinary rules of nature, who ſpit in 
his face as he paſſed along. AkRISTIpxs 
BZ wiped his cheek, ſmiled, turned to the ma- 


giltrate, and ſaid, e Admoniſh this man 7 


ö 5 et not to be ſo naſty for the future“. 


 Tenominy then can take no hold on 


virtue *; for virtue is in every condition 
WF the fame; and challenges the ſame: reſpect. 
We applaud the world when ſhe proſpers; 
and when ſhe falls into adverſity we 2 


plaud her. Like the temples of the Gods, 
ſhe is venerable even in her ruins, After 
this muſt it not appear a degree of madneſs 
to defer one moment acquiring the only 
arms capable of defending us againſt at- 
tacks, which at every moment we are ex. 
er to? Our being miſerable, or not mi- 
erable, when we fall into misfortunes, de- 

| ous 

7 Sen, de 1 ad Hel. 
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ends on the manne rin which we have en 

* Joyed prof perity, * If we have applied our. 
ſelves betimes to the ſtudy. of wiſdom, and 
to the practice of virtue, theſe evils become 
indifferent; but if we have neglected to do 
ſo, they become neceſſary. In one caſe 
_ they, are ey1ls, in the other they are remedies 
for greater evils than themſelves. Zxxo * 
rejoyced that a ſhip-wreck had thrown him 
on the Athenian coaſt: and he owed to 
the loſs of his fortune the acquiſition which 
4 made LE: virtue, of 1 ere immor- 
ity. ere are good. a aits for 
"rhe mind as well as for the: body. Proſ- 
perity often irritates. our chronical diſtem- 
Fs rs, and leaves no hopes of finding any 
pecific but im adverſity, | In ſuch caſes 
baviſſiment i is like change of air, and the 


oof 


g A evils we ſuffer. are like trough medicines 


© applied to inve eterate diſeaſes. What + A- 
'nAcHars1s ſaid of the vine, may. aptly 
enough be ſaid of profperity,. She bears 
_ the three grapes of drunkenneſs, 5 plea- 
; 7 of ſorrow : and happy it is if 
10 gert cure NG: miſchief which the 
ö ke | When afflictions fail to 
"have 83 due effect, the caſe is deſperate. 
They are the laſt remedy which indul- 
Sent Providence uſes : and if . fail, 
| we 

WF Di Leer. - 4 4 Sen. 
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ve muſt languiſh and dye in miſery: and 
contempt. Vain men ! how ſeldom do 
we know what to wiſh or to pray for? 
When we pray againſt misfortunes, and 
when we fear them moſt, we want them 
moſt. It was for this reaſon that PyTu a- 
con As forbid om any thing in 
1 Gop. The ſhorteſt and the 

_ beſt prayer which we can addreſs to him, 
who knows our wants, and our ignorance 
in aſking, is this: Thy will be done.“ 
Torx fays, in ſome part of his works, 
that, as happineſs/is the object of all phi- 
loſophy, ſo the diſputes among philoſo- 
phers ariſe from their different notions of 


the ſovereign good. Reconcile them in 


that point, you reconcile them in the reſt. 
The ſchool of Z Exo placed this ſovereign 
good in naked virtue, and wound the 
principle up to an extreme beyond the 
pitch of nature and truth. A ſpirit of op- 
poſition to another doctrine, which grew 
into great vogue while Zeno flouriſhed, 
might occaſion this exceſs, Epicunus 
placed tlie ſovereign good in pleaſure, His 
terms were wilfully, or accidentally mi- 
ſtaken. His ſcholars might help to per- 
vert his doctrine, but rivalſhip enflam- 

ed the diſpute; for in truth there is not 


ſo much difference between ſtoiciſm re- 


Vol. II. 1 
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duced to reaſonable intelligibie terms and 
genuine orthodox epicuriſm as isi magined. 

The faelicis animi immota tranquillitas, 
and the voluptas of the latter are near 
enough a- kin: and] much doubt whether 

the fivmeſtchero of the Portic would have 
bora fit of the ſtone, on the prin- 

ciples of E znoy with greater magnanimity 
and patience: than Ef aα,,BHoIbs did, on 
thoſe of his own philoſophy. Howe- 
ver , ARISTOTLE took a middle way, 
or explained himſelf better, and placed 
happineſs in the aint! advantages of the 
k mind, of the body, and offfortune: They | 

are-reaſonably joined; but certain it is, that 
they muſt not be placed on an equal foot. 
We can much better bear the privation of 
the laſt than of che others; and poverty 
bf, Which mankind is Foc afraid of, 
e per mare pauperiem fugens, per ling, 
per ignes,“ is ſurely preferable to mad- 
neſs. or the ſtone, tho pow ay RYSIPPUS 
e e ee | ere. oY 


ih 1131) 2 5:16 If {73 ' 2 


11 ewe one the ee (6 frequaidy 


: chords ig of yolupty taught byEeicugus, with 


the account which he himſelf gives in his letter to 

Hpnogcavs of the ſenſe W erein be underſtood 
this word. V; I. Piog. Lacr.” 

I In his rhird bock of natute, cited by Prv· 

10 e in che treatiſe onthe coomdietans. of :the 
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thought it better to live mad, than not u 
live If baniſnment therefore, hy taking 
from us the advantages of fortune, can. 
not tale from us the more valuable ad- 
vantages of the mind and the body, when 
we; have them; and if the ſame accident 
is ale to reſtore them to us: when we have 
loſt: them, baniſnmegt is a very flight nis. 
fortune to thoſe who are already under the 
dominion of reaſon, and a very great bleſ- 
ſing to thoſe who are ſtill plunged in vices 
which ruin the health both of body and 
mindo It is to be wiſhed for, in favour; o 
ſuchſas theſe; and to be. feared by W a 
we are in this caſe, let us ſecond the defigns 
of Providence in our favour, and make 
ſome amends for neglecting former oppor · 
musitien by not letting flip the laſt. “ 8 
Lonolis fanus, eurtes hydropi cus“ We 

may ſhorten the evils which we might have 
prevented and as we get the better of our 
diſarderly paſſions, and vicious habits, We 
fhall feel our anxiety diminiſh in proportion. 
All the approaches to virtue are comfort- 
able. Wich :how-muchgoy willtheoman, 
who. improves his misſottimes in this mane = 
ner,” diſcover that theſe" evils,” which he | 
atttibuted to his exile, ip prung, from, hit 
vanity and folly, and ch. with, them * ? 
He will lee: that, in his former temper of 


L 2 
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mit he reſembledꝰ che effeminate prince 
WBO could drink no t water but that of 
the river Choaſpes 3 or the ſimple queen, 
m one of the tragedies of 'EUrIPIDES, 
who complained bitterly,” that ſhe had not 
lighted the nuptial torch, and that the 
river Hines had not furniſhed-the water 
at her ſon's weddmg. Seeing his former 
ſtate in this ridiculous light, he will labour 
on with pleaſure towards another as con- 
trary as poſſible to it; and when he arrives 
there, he Will be convinced by the ſtrongeſt 
_ of alf proofs, his own'experienoe,] that he 
Was unfortübate becauſe he Was vicious, 
not becauſe he Was baniſhed. 

Ix I was not afraid of — n to 
refine too much, I would venture to put 
ſome advantages of fortune, which are 
due to exile, into the ſcale againſt thoſe 
Which we Joſe''b by exile. One there is 
which has been neglected even by great 
and wiſe men. DxMRTRITIUS PHALEREVS, 
after his expulſion from Athens, became 
firſt miniſter of the king of Egypt; and 
Tü EMSTOCUES found ſuch. a reception 
at the cöürt of Perſia, that he uſed to 
fa his fortune had been loft if he had not 
been ruined. But Dux rRius expoſed 
himſelf by his favour under the firſt Pro- 
22191 Toh SLE | ves LEMY 
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V LUuIto a newliſgrace under the ſecogg : 
and THEMISTOCLES, who, had been, 
captain of a free people, hecame the pal: 
ſal of the prince he had conquered. How, 
much better is it to take hold of the pro- 
per advantage of exile, and to live for qur- 
ſelves; when we are under no obligation. 
of- living for others & SIMI I Is, a captain 
of great reputation under TRAA and 
AbRIA x, having obtained leave to retire,. 
paſſed ſeven years in his retreat, and then 
dying, ordered this inſeription to be put 
on his tomb : that he had, een; ma many, 

years on earth +; but that he had. lived bi 
ſeven, If you are wiſe, your leiſure, wi 
be worthily employed, and your retreat 
will add new luſtre to your character. Imi: 
tate TRHVUcCYDIDrs in Thragia, or X Eng: 
no in his little farm at Scillys, , In ſuch 
a retreat you may ſit down, like one 
inhabitants of Elis, who judged of the © 
lympic games, without taking any Pat Jn 
them. Far from the hurry of the world, 
and almoſt an unconcerned ſpectatoi of 
what paſſes in it, having eie A, — 5 
fe what you owed to the preſent age Pay 
in a private life what yon owe, to poſterity. 
Write, as you live, without paſſion; 7999 
n your reputatioſ as you build Lav: 
happineſ: 8, 
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happins sf the Foundations of truth. lk 
ty 1\taJepts, infhe! he! Hefigation, or 
ary... materials for ſuch a work, 


e DeCel 


fallnor boweyer into Qoths, ; 1 — to 
5 afte bebe e ee hin- 5 


0 1 bas efigad bliw 01 e 


*r 0 ee eee doctamque 


quetem. 2 257 182 0 901 31 A 


fine _—_— 


18 = amuſe = dns, ee me- 


ur. hours glide: 


e and af the zingulge nee of 
Icave * 25 Vouga friend ke Linu: 
bs, 1 Want to make you com- 


be een eee 


Theſe 1 thoſs reflexigns which. 
nay fe forzify the ming unger ba. 
niſh 85 pndex t the th cher mi . 
of like which i every mags. intere 
prepare” for, hecauſe they, are. — 
4 men 7. : I lay they are common to 
men, z, he ecauſe, even they who. eſcape. 
hem, are 2 .expoſed, to them. Dhe 


rrs of agyerſekortune are always levelled 

ame. reach, Us, ſome gran 

againſt us, and fly to Wound our neigh» = 

bours. Let us therefore impoſe an equal 

tem per b. our winde, and pay without 
"TI flu V 2* 0 85 ee 
% h Sen. Ep. 107. 
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homanity?!' „The winter brings' (bid; and : 


we muſt" freeze] *The'"ſimmer” returns 
with heat, and we muſt melt. The in- 
clemency of the air diforders pur Bealth, 
and we muſt be ſick. Here we ald ex- 
poſed to wild beafls, and there to men 
mere ſavage tha the Beaſts? and f we 
eſcape the inconveniencies and dangers of 
the air and the earth, there ae perils b 

water and pefils 'by fire.” ain d 
courſe of things FE as an W a 
change z but it is in e 8 
ſuchialgreatnels! f l 


* 


titude, and to conform ourſelves. "to th 


order” of nature, Wh 1 Ber g 
be: lems, the Ford, 00 ale mt 


pen "ought to ba ppen, and never be 

fooliſh as to expoſtulate with hature, The 
beſt reſolution we can take is to We 
what we cannot alter, and 40 pa al ſüie, Vith, 
dum fepfnipg, the fad Wpſch P06 ge ber. 
who direëts every thing, charles” 0 out. 
to us: for it is not enough to follow; and 


”T 


he is but a bad ſoldier” who Gals: and 


marches on with reluctancy, We myſt re- 


8 4 9G ceive 


IE dls ite 
ande pitöe e chen! 28" ffay enable dis to 
encounter the . accidents of life: with for- 


bo 


gre * 


he Let us "Tube. 0 e Ader rnd 
us Ks perſbacded that Whatever does Th 5 
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ceive the orders with-ſpirit and chearfulneſs, 
and not endeavour to ſlink out of the poſt 
which is aſſigned us in this beautiful diſpo. 
ſition of things, whereof even our ſufferings 
make a neceſſary part. Let us addreſs our. 
ſelves to God, who governs all, as CI E- 
AN TR ES did in thoſe admirable. verſes, 
which are going to loſe part of their grace 
and energy in my tranſlation of them, 


Parent of natgre | Maſter of the WT 

| Where'er thy Providence directs, behold 

My ſteps with chearful refignation turn. 

Fate leads the willing, drags the backward on. 
Why ſhould J grieve, when grieving I muſt bear? 
Or take with guilt, what __ I 9 ? 


Thus let us ſpeak, and thus let us act. 
Reſignation to the will of Gop is true 
magnanimity. But the ſure mark of a 
puſilanimous and baſe ſpirit, is to ſtruggle 
| againſt, to cenſure the order of Provi- 
dence, and inſtead of mending our own. 
conduct, to ſet up for correcting that of 
| our Maker, 


